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	Base Camp
	Opened May 9th 1945 closed May 1946.

	
	
	802
	Fort Regent, Jersey
	
	
	
	



NOTE – these were two separate camps. However, as a good deal of the history of the German pows on the Channel Islands is shared, I have placed the information together, here.

Before the camps: The original plan made in 1944 was to locate German pows to a camp on Alderney, but this was later changed. At the end of the German occupation, British soldiers landed in Guernsey and Jersey on 9 May 1945. The last months of the occupation saw major food shortages – including for the German troops – many needed medical treatment.

Location: 

Guernsey - There was a POW camp down the road from Saumarez Park where the King George V playing fields now are. This was a slave worker camp during the Occupation and after Liberation it was a POW camp where former occupying soldiers were kept while put to work re-building Guernsey. (Information from Merrie Jee at the Folk and Costume Museum – set within the park I would highly recommend for a wonderful day out!).

Jersey – Within the Fort and surrounding St Peter’s barrack buildings.

[image: ]Pow Camps: 

February 1945 – War Diary; POW Camp 801 was located in Plymouth prior to moving to the Channel Islands. Commandant; Lt Col W B Churchill-Longman. [William Bennison Churchill-Longman, 1890 – 1967].

9 May 1945 - At the start of the liberation, German troops were instructed to move a distance of 1 mile from the landing points on Guernsey and Jersey. A few were allowed to remain for a short time in the hospitals, to guard ammunition dumps, and to assist unloading at the ports. Shortly after, the Germans handed in their weapons and were confined to barracks while the pow camps were established.

10 May 1945 - the number of Germans was notified as; 11,671 on Jersey; 11,755 on Guernsey; 3,202 on Alderney; 281 on Sark. Camp list;

“801, c/o Force 135, Channel Islands, S(outh), Telephone number Guernsey 24, Commandant Lt Col H W Baker.” With a war establishment code IV/700/3

“802, c/o Force 135, Channel Islands, S(outh), Commandant Major A B Rogers.” With a war establishment code IV/700/3

Pows on Sark remained there under the charge of the Dame of Sark until 17 May when most were removed.

The pows on Alderney were not removed until 20 May.

13 / 14 May 1945 - as supplies were brought in to the Islands, the pows were shipped out in the same supply ships. About 800 pows could be loaded onto the LSTs (Landing Ship, tank). The picture shows German pows lined up waiting to board at St Aubin’s Bay, Jersey on 19 May, 1945. (theislandwiki.org).
Most of the pows were transferred to UK pow camps. Some remained on the Islands to clear mines, barbed wire and dismantle military installations. There were fatalities amongst the pows involved in the clearance work.

11 August 1945 – International Red Cross Visit to Camp 801. See below.

30 March 1946 – Camp magazine No.17 for 802 Alderney; Das Inselschiff : Alderney Lagerzeitung : Lager 802 - The Wiener Holocaust Library

4 May 1946 - Camp magazine No.19 for 802 Alderney;   Das Inselschiff : Alderney Lagerzeitung : Lager 802 - The Wiener Holocaust Library

Further Information:

National Archives – WO 166/17826 – 801 Prisoner of War Camp at Plymouth dated February 1945 Just a 3 line entry stating camp set up in Plymouth prior to moving to the Channel Islands.

Two books. Not seen by me:
‘The post office of the German prisoners of war in the English POW Camps 801 and 802 on the islands Guernsey, Jersey, Alderney and Sark, camp and censorship postmark, historical background’ - Olaf Beecken

‘German prisoners of war on the Channel Islands: 1945 – 1947’ - Olaf Beecken – 2005








	
W/JRH/EP                                                                                    Channel Islands
Camp 801

Visited on 11 August 1945 by M. d

Address:                                        Guernsey,

Commandant:                                Lt.Col. H.W. Baker, M.C.

Camp leaders:                               STEUBER V. “Oberst.”
                                                      THOMAS Erwin "Stabsfeldw."	
                                                      ZOPE Hans "Ober-Feldwebel"

Capacity:                                       1,800

Effective:                                       17 officers including 3 protected personnel,
                                                      1417 soldiers including 34 protected personnel,
Comprising:
 
                    17 German officers
                1120 German non-commissioned officers and German soldiers
                    17 Sudeten Germans
                  135 Austrians
                  131 Polish
                      7 Czechs
                      2 Danzigers
                      2 Yugoslavs
                      2 Luxembourgers
                      1 Belgian

General information and accommodation.

Situated on the island's high plateau, this camp enjoys an excellent climate. It is surrounded by cultivated fields, gardens, greenhouses, and orchards.

The officers are quartered outside the camp in a villa; they are able to bathe in the sea. The men occupy excellent barracks — originally set up by the Germans to house Organisation Todt workers — which have served as a prisoner-of-war camp since May 25, 1945.

Heating will be available this winter, as there are fireplaces; stoves have been kept in reserve at the camp. Electric lighting is installed throughout.

	
	- 2 –

Fire safety precautions have been taken.

Bunk beds are provided; there are two blankets per man.

A copy of the Convention has been placed in the camp.

Sanitary facilities.

The latrines are well-installed and sufficient in number.

Prisoners may take cold showers daily and hot showers on Sundays.

Food.

Three meals a day are served; no complaints have been made (see the ration table in the appendix).

Menu on the day of our visit:

Morning – milk soup, bread
Midday – tea, bread, margarine, cheese
Evening – corned beef, goulash sauce, turnips, mashed potatoes.

The kitchens are well-equipped.

Infirmary.

This is very well equipped.

Doctors: Dr. Adolf WILDBERGER (Chief Physician) B/167451
              Dr. BOEHM (Assistant) B/167448

Dentist:  Dr. SINA (Assistant Physician)

Protected personnel: 3 officers and 34 NCOs and enlisted men.

Medical supplies are sufficient.

General health and nutritional status are good. General medical check-ups take place regularly.

Dental care is satisfactory. On average, about twenty prisoners attend the daily sick call.

The infirmary has 18 beds; only very minor cases are admitted; serious cases are sent to the military hospital or evacuated to England. On the day of the visit, three patients were present: 2 cases of operated perityphlitis and one case of gastric disorders.

No contagious or epidemic diseases have broken out.
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Seven deaths occurred in an accident during mine-clearing operations.

Doctors are permitted to move about freely; other protected personnel may only do so within the camp.

Clothing.

Prisoners' uniforms are complete, but very worn, especially their shoes. The Commandant plans to issue new supplies soon. Prisoners retain their personal belongings.

Laundry.

Six mobile units allow prisoners to do their laundry; they receive sufficient soap.

Money and pay.

Money is handled for the prisoners in accordance with the provisions of the Convention. Officers' pay is credited to their accounts; the same procedure applies to soldiers' pay.

Work.

Apart from camp staff (laborers, tradesmen, etc.), all prisoners work outside the camp for eight hours a day. Under the supervision of their officers, they restore the countryside, remove mines (this task is complete), wire entanglements, fortifications, repair roads, etc. They are paid between 3 and 6 shillings per week,
depending on their skills. Detachments are transported by truck to work sites.

No complaints have been made regarding work.

Canteen.

This is poorly stocked due to the general shortage of goods. Items available include cigarettes, tobacco, soap, razor blades, toothpaste, etc. Profits are used for the benefit of the prisoners.

Religious services.

A priest and a pastor — both non-commissioned officers — carry out their ministry at the camp. Each has his own room. Services are held every Sunday; during the week evening Bible study sessions are organized.
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Leisure and physical exercise.

The prisoners have access to a good sports field, but they lack balls (for handball, basketball and soccer).

The library, previously used by the German occupation troops, contains 3,500 volumes.

French and English classes have been organized.

Two orchestras have been formed (one classical, the other jazz).

Apart from films about concentration camps, no movies have been shown.

A radio has been installed.

Correspondence

Aware that this issue is currently the prisoners’ greatest concern, we explained that the International Committee of the Red Cross had long been striving to overcome these difficulties, and that they would need to be patient a little longer.

Discipline

In general, discipline is good. However, since the Germans held control of these islands for more than four years, considerable contact had developed between them and the
local inhabitants. Now, all fraternization is forbidden; violations of this order are punished by 28 days confinement.

No escape attempts have occurred.

Requests

The prisoners’ representative has requested footballs, basketballs, and handballs.

Conclusion

This camp is excellent in every respect.
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ANNEXE No.1
CHANNEL ISLANDS

Ration Scale for P.O.W., and where no German food stocks are
available, for surrendered enemy personnel.

1. NON-WORKERS    BASIC ITEM              Ozs      Equivalent                               Ozs

                                     Meat Bone In                   2       Meat preserved                       1 ½
                                                                                       Or Variety meats                    1 ½
                                                                                       or M & V (i)                           4  
                                      Margarine                    4/7
                                      Cooking Fat                 1/7
                                      Bacon M.C.                 3/7        Bacon Td.                              5/14
                                                                                        Or Sausage Td.                     4/7
                                                                                        Or Luncheon meat                5/14
                                       Cheese                        2/7
                                       Preserves                    3/7
                                       Tea                             2/7         Coffee                                    6/7
                                       Sugar                          6/7
                                       Skim Milk Powder     1
                                       Bread                          11          Biscuits                                  8 1/4
                                       Flour                           6/7
                                       Oatmeal                      1
                                       Sausage                      1 3/7
                                       Dried Fruit                 4/7 
                                       Potatoes Fresh            10           Potatoes Td                            6 2/3
                                                                                          Or “ Dehydrated                    2      
                                       Vegetables Fresh        10           Vegetables Td                        5
                                                                                          Or “ Dehydrated                    1 ¼
                                       Peas/Beans Dried       1 1/7
                                       Salt                             3/8
                                       Pepper                        1/100
                                      Mustard                       1/100
                                      Baking Pdr.                 1/30
                                      Compound Vit. Tablets 1 No. on med. recommendation.

2. WORKERS               As A above plus the following supplement –

                                       Bread                          8/
                                       Flour                           5/7
                                       Oatmeal                      6/7
                                       Potatoes                      10/            Potatoes Td                          6 2/3
                                                                                            Or “ Dehydrated                  2 1/12

3. NON-WORKERS     IF DETENTION – As A above less the following items –
                                       Bacon M.C.                3/7
                                       Sausage                   1 3/7
                                       Preserves                    3/7
                                       Dried fruit                  4/7
                                       But with the following “less attractive” items added -  
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                               Bread                           2/              Biscuits                               1 ½
                               Peas/Beans dried         5/7

D WORKERS IN DETENTION – As A above less the following items –

                                Bacon M.C.                3/7
                                Sausage                    1 3/7
                                Preserves                    3/7
                                Dried fruit                  4/7

But with the following “less attractive” items added –

                                Bread                        10/             Biscuits                                7 ½
                                Flour                         5/7    
                                Oatmeal                    6/7
                                Potatoes                   10                Potatoes Td                         6 2/3
                                                                                    Or “ Dehydrated                  2 ½


Notes – (i) When M&V 4 ozs is issued Potatoes fresh will be reduced by 2 ozs and Vegetables fresh by 1 1/3 ozs

(ii) Tinned items will not be issued when dehydrated are available.






[ozs = ounces] 	
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