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	OS NGR
	Sheet
	No.
	Name & Location
	County
	Cond’n
	Type 1945
	Comments

	SP 5432 7039
	140
	1005
	Barby Camp, Willoughby, Rugby
	Warwickshire
	5
	German Working Camp
	Precise location not identified. NGR for centre of village.



	NOTE: There were 2 pow sites called Barby. One site was a hostel located at the edge of the village of Barby (SP 545 706). Further information about this site – see Byfield Camp 87

Location – NGR SP 513 700. Within Barby Parish.

Before the camp: Site used as a supply depot.

Pow Camp: 
[bookmark: _Hlk192846461]
	Oversight and development of re-education activities and English teaching for German pows was carried out by PID (Political Intelligence Department of the Foreign Office) / COGA (Control Office for Germany and Austria – UK). Visits and reports were made. The standard of the reports varied greatly. The visitors took little interest, if any, in activities other than re-education. They rarely mentioned welfare, sports, games, pastimes, crafts, etc of the pows.



24 May 1946 – The camp opened with 419 German pows from the USA. Most were from the Russian and French zones of Germany.

9 September 1946 – Report on re-education / Screen pows and select those for repatriation. This was the first PID visit.

Strength; 0 officers, 419 Other Ranks.

Commandant: Major Dawson, M.C.          Camp Leader: Wachtm Pfeifer (B-)
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	Open Street Map



The Camp leader, appointed 10 days earlier, was a “minor law-official… without personality and a Party member since 1933 he is only moderately suitable.”

	Political screening:
	A+
	A
	B+
	B
	B-
	C
	Unscreened

	
	1
	24
	24
	90
	10
	6
	264



Major Dawson i/c at the camp was co-operative. The officer commanding the RASC and Pioneer Corps in the depot was Lt Col Mayers, he was not supportive of re-education and comments suggest that he may have been obstructive.

Morale was very low as they had been misinformed in the US that they were to return to Germany. Other issues were bad news from home, lack of mail and cramped conditions in the camp. Collective punishments had been used for pilfering in the food depot and this was seen as unfair. Pows were generally bitter and disillusioned.

Nearly 50% were ‘youth’ (under 25), and many were under 21. It was hoped that a youth group would start.

Re-education activities had barely started. There were no huts for re-education activities. The standard list was given:

Wochenpost / Ausblick – 60 / 37 copies. 

Newspapers – Only British papers sent on from the British officers’ mess. No German or Swiss papers.

Library – A few books supplied by the YMCA.

Lectures – None. (The first would take place on 30 September).

Discussion groups – None.

Films – None. Lt Col Myers at the depot had banned pows from attending the depot cinema as another collective punishment.

Wireless – 4 sets were available.

Camp magazine – None.

Press review – None

English instruction – 75 pupils with 6 teachers of 3 grades. More teaching materials requested.

Other camp activities - 

Religion – Protestants could attend the local church, 90 minutes walk away. An RC priest from Rugby visited each Sunday.

Education – Classes for agriculture, technical and legal subjects.

Entertainment – Theatre group just setting up. 5 members of an orchestra, but music needed.

23 December 1946 – Screening and routine visit. Strength; 0 officers, 398 OR.

Same commandant and camp leader. No British interpreter; a German pow, Saeckel, was being used.

The report omitted many details usually reported on and skimped over basic details. No screening figures were given despite that being the main purpose of the visit. 37 pows were appealing against their political grades, the better the grade, the sooner repatriated, in theory.

It was stated; “Morale is helped by good handling and by considerable intellectual activity” – with little evidence of any activities at all other than lectures on political and cultural subjects on Wednesdays.

No comments were made about collective punishments. Political progress was covered by; “There has been evidence of a small bad element in this camp, but generally speaking there appears to be continuous progress.” 

1 July 1947 – The unit was disbanded.

After the camp: 

Now - H.M.Prison

Further Information:

National Archives – FO 939/327 – 1005 Working Camp, Barby Camp, Rugby, Warwickshire. Dated 1946-1947. Used above.
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