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	OS NGR
	Sheet
	No.
	Name & Location
	County
	Cond’n
	Type 1945
	Comments

	NY 37 68
	85
	692
	No.4 Camp, Longtown, Carlisle
	Cumberland
	5
	German Working Camp
	Precise location not identified. There are a number of candidate camps.



	Location: Two sites in Longtown area. The NGR given above is a general location. Maps from the 1950’s show a number of camps around the area that I have marked X on the map. There are mentions of the camp being at a depot in Hallburn in the area marked Y. Both sites may have been used.

Before the camp: Many different ammunition storage depots and military camps were in the location which makes it difficult to identify the particular sites used for pows.

Pow Camp: German and later Ukrainian pows. Pows mainly worked at local farms or in the saw mill.

8 April 1946 – Camp formed with 545 German pows from Camp 16. Many had previously been held in camps in the USA; they generally had very low morale as they had been misinformed in the US that they were being repatriated. Instead, they found themselves in pow working camps in the UK.

1st site - Accommodation in tents, described later as, “poor.”

2 June 1946 – Death of pow Joachim Haase. Buried at Carlisle (Dalston Road) Cemetery.
[bookmark: _Hlk192846461]
	Oversight and development of re-education activities and English teaching for German pows was carried out by PID (Political Intelligence Department of the Foreign Office) / COGA (Control Office for Germany and Austria – UK). Visits and reports were made. The standard of the reports varied greatly. The visitors took little interest, if any, in activities other than re-education. They rarely mentioned welfare, sports, games, pastimes, crafts, etc of the pows.
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	Ordnance Survey


29, 30 August 1946 – First visit by a member of PID to report on re-education, politically screen camp staff and ‘A’ grades living in the British Zone of Germany.

Address given – “C.O.D. Solway, Longtown, nr Carlisle.” The Central Ordnance Depot (COD) and Central Ammunition Depot (CAD) at Longtown, Cumbria, formed a massive Ministry of Defence logistics site. It may have been the location of Camp 692 or the postal address used. 

Strength; 0 officers, 671 Other Ranks - of which; 491 at HQ  /  60 attached to Hadrian Camp (8 miles away)  /  120 attached to “various other camps.”

Commandant:	Major C Kidd							Camp leader:	O/Fw Benno Haslinger (A)
Interpreter:	None								Deputy C/L:	Uffz Wolfgang Loehde (A) and Wilhelm Bruger (B+) at Hadrian camp.
										German M.O.:	None.

The Commandant was a recent appointment, but did not expect to stay long as he was due for early demobilisation. He was interested in re-education and had supplied pows with books and teaching materials from the limited funds he had available.

	Political screening:
	A
	B+
	B
	B-
	C
	Unscreened

	
	27
	21
	427
	38
	88
	70



Tented accommodation still in use, but the camp was due to move to a nearby site with huts. Morale was recorded as “poor”, but expected to improve with the move as there were greater recreation and education facilities. There had been very little political progress; though not many still believed in Nazism, they had not converted to democracy either. There were few communists.

195 pows were ‘youth’ (under 25). They were not seen as a problem.

Re-education activities were hampered by a lack of materials and lack of accommodation. A YMCA group had been formed within the camp with 22 members. The standard list of re-education activities was given:

Wochenpost and Ausblick – 100 / 2 copies received.

Newspapers – English papers were only received when passed on from the British officers’ mess. Few German papers had been received.

Library – Inadequate; 87 German books and 123 English. 

Lectures – Only 1 lecturer had visited the camp.

Discussion groups – The YMCA group met regularly.

Films – Only a special show given at the Longtown cinema organised by the Commandant.

Wireless – 1 set and 4 loud speakers. Interest in news about the Nuremberg trials.
 
Camp magazine – None.

Press review – A start made, but ended due to lack of paper.

English instruction – Separate appendix.

Other camp activities - 

Religion – 45 RC and 20 Protestants attended the chapel at the nearby 21 Batt Pioneer Corps. Protestant Pfarrer Heinrich Rick from Camp 76 visited fortnightly. Pows at Hadrian Camp were able to attend local church services. 

Education – No classes.

Entertainment – No theatre group; 9 members of an orchestra. 

629 moved to the 2nd site which was hutted.

6/9 January 1947 – Re-education report. Address; “Longtown, Nr.Carlisle” within the depot. Strength; 0 officers, 654 OR.

Commandant:	Major A E G Muritana						Camp leader:	O/Fw Kreutzer (B+)
Interpreter:	Karstädt							Deputy C/L:	Brm Kann (A)
										German M.O.:	None.

Major Muritana was newly appointed and was described as being “very good.”

The Interpreter was a pow acting as interpreter, rather than a British appointment. He was to be replaced by Uffz Moe (A).

The camp leader was described as being, “not a bad chap personally” – but he was not an organiser or administrator and was to be replaced.

Wilhelm Bruger was still leader at Hadrian Camp. There were no separate details of this being a ‘pow hostel,’ it seems to have been treated as a detachment.

The visitor admitted that the camp had been neglected by COGA, indeed he had, “never come across a more muddled state of affairs.”

	Political screening:
	A
	B
	C
	C+
	Unscreened

	
	4
	109
	23
	1
	457



The number of unscreened shows there had been large numbers transferred in and out of the camp. The visitor pointed out that the lack of screening resulted in injustices, especially for pows who should be A graded. An example was given of a man who had been condemned for 1 year by the Nazis for working for the SPD, but he was still unscreened and so not included on any repatriation schedule.

28 pows were appealing against their grades – the better the grade, the sooner repatriated, in theory.

38 pows repatriated to date – 19 unfit, 17 A grades, 2 “groups”. ‘Groups’ could mean different things, but usually it was pows selected by COGA as needed to work in Germany, (eg coal miners). 

Morale was very low, mainly due to the neglect of the camp and lack of news about repatriation with the 457 unscreened pows not placed on lists. There was a lack of activities. No political progress had been made.

20% were ‘youth’ pows – “in the worst possible camp, barren of any hope or guidance.”

The pows had attempted to start activities, but the leaders had been transferred to other camps. A new working group was being formed.

Wochenpost & Ausblick – 100 / 50 copies.

Newspapers – Only papers passed on from British officers. The new Commandant was trying to purchase 3 more dailies. Some German papers had been sent by COGA.

Library – “Well selected but rather meagre.”

Lectures – Only 2 lectures since April 1946.

Discussion groups – Hoped to reform with new leaders.

Films – Supplied by the YMCA. Another matter the Commandant was hoping to improve with visits to British units’ cinemas.

Wireless – Had been in the Camp leader’s hut, only playing “highbrow music” or not on at all. The Commandant was to replace the set in a different hut in charge of a different pow so that news programmes etc could be heard.

Camp magazine – Hoping to start if supplies could be obtained.

Press review – a daily new sheet and a weekly oral review.

English instruction – separate appendix.

Information room – None

Other camp activities – 

Religion – 50 RC attended services by the British priest at the depot. 15 Protestants met led by a young pow, described as inadequate.

Education – No classes.

Entertainments – None.
15 January 1947 – The Commandant sent 10 pows to visit Featherstone Park Camp 18 to survey the activities taking place there and to report back. 

31 January 1947 - As part of the re-education programme administered by COGA, Paul Bondy, a German-speaking refugee gave lectures at the camp. He recorded a camp complement of 600.

1 February 1947 – Camp magazine, no.1; Der Lotse : Zeitung des PoW. Camp 692, Longtown - The Wiener Holocaust Library

A note from Camp Leader Kreutzer that he was being transferred to serve at a youth camp. Rather surprising considering his failure to develop activities at 692.

The new Camp Leader was called Henne.

Sports events had taken place with Camps 18 and Warwick Camp (Cumberland) 696.

February 1947 – recorded that 19 pows were detached from this camp to Merry Thought Camp 76; no reason given.

15 August 1947 – Death of pow Egon Voigtmann; accidental drowning in the River Esk near Kirkandrews. Buried at Carlisle (Dalston Road) Cemetery.

Some Ukrainians who fought with the German Waffen-SS Division Galizien were brought to this camp from a camp in Rimini in 1947. The division was accused of major war crimes against civilians.

After the camp: Possibly Polish displaced persons’ camp. Large army depot.

Further Information:

National Archive FO 1120/246. 2 reports used above.
[2] - 


image1.JPG




