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	OS NGR
	Sheet
	No.
	Name & Location
	County
	Cond’n
	Type 1945
	Comments

	SY 846 820
	194
	688
	Park Camp, West Lulworth
	Dorset
	4
	German Working Camp
	Former British Army camp within woodland.



	Location: Park land to the W of Lulworth Castle. Questions have been raised about the location of this camp – or whether it was at Lulworth Cove – or possibly both sites.

Before the camp: 

Pow Camp: “Situated between West Lulworth and East Lulworth, this was a camp with around 100 huts. The ‘high’ number of 688, shows this was a late camp – opened for PoWs at the end of the war. It housed German PoWs who took over an existing British Army camp. It was still in existence in the 1950’s for Displaced Persons”. [Information from Pete Wood - ww2talk.com/ ]
[bookmark: _Hlk192846461]
	Oversight and development of re-education activities and English teaching for German pows was carried out by PID (Political Intelligence Department of the Foreign Office) / COGA (Control Office for Germany and Austria – UK). Visits and reports were made. The standard of the reports varied greatly. The visitors took little interest, if any, in activities other than re-education. They rarely mentioned welfare, sports, games, pastimes, crafts, etc of the pows.



1946 – Intake of many pows from camps in the USA. They had very low morale as they were misinformed in the US that they were being repatriated. Instead, they found themselves in working camps in the UK.

22-23 August 1946 – General Survey by PID. This was the 2nd visit, the first report is not in the National Archive file. Strength; 0 officers, 535 Other Ranks.

	At HQ
	Shaftesbury Hostel
	Portland Hostel
	Attached from C1021

	408
	34
	21
	72
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	Ordnance Survey 1963



Commandant: 	Major Hopwood                                               			Camp leader:  	Hw.d.Gend Badziong (est B)
Interpreter:      	None                                                                			Deputy C/L/:   	Uffz Franke (est B)
                                                                                                			German M.O: 	None

The Commandant was stated to be supportive of re-education, but there was no evidence that he was actively involved in any way.

The pows had not been politically screened, estimates were used; 40% white (A Grade); 50% grey (B); 10% black (C).

Overall morale was considered to be good, with good conditions. The visitor also stated there was a good range of re-education activities – but the details later in his report do not support this.

30% of the pows were ‘youth’ (under-25). There was no special provision for them.

The standard list of re-education activities was given:

Wochenpost and Ausblick - 100 / 0 received.

Newspapers – A good range of British papers, ‘a few’ German papers sent by COGA.

Library – “Virtually nil.” 150 books ordered from the YMCA.

Lectures – 2 lectures given at HQ only.

Discussion group – about 40 attending.

Films – Supplied by YMCA.

Wireless – Difficult to receive broadcasts from Germany.

Camp magazine – Started in July, monthly.

Press review – A weekly extract of interesting news displayed in the recreation room.

English instruction – A class of 24 beginners and intermediate.

Other camp activities – 

Religion – About 130 RC attended services in a local church. The protestant priest was transferred to a different camp in June (why?). Some protestant pows requested they be allowed to attend services at the nearby RAF base.

Education – No classes.

Entertainment – A good band, but no stringed instruments. No theatre group.

Reading material in general, and for re-education, was requested.

5-10 February 1947 – Progress report. Strength; 1 officer (the M.O.), 460 OR.

391 at HQ  /  20 at Portland  /  50 at Piddlehinton hostel attached from Cattistock Camp 295.

Commandant: 	Major Hopwood                                               			Camp leader:  	Sold E Badziong (B+)
Interpreter:      	None, (a German Pow was used; Ogefr G D Franz). 		Deputy C/L/:   	Uffz E Franke (A-)
                                                                                                			German M.O: 	Ass.Arzt K Luedicke (A)

Commandant Hopwood was on 28 days leave and it was uncertain if he would return, or if the 2 i/c Capt Steger would take command.

The British staff took little interest, if any, in pow activities, they were, “directed towards maintenance of discipline.”

The camp leader was described as, “a weak personality and was neglecting his duty of representing the interest of Ps/W.” He stated that his access to the Commandant was often blocked by the CSM, W.O. Rix. These comments need to be placed alongside issues arising in the camp, see below.

The M.O. “appears to be selfish and plays little part in re-education or camp life, although his professional duties leave him ample spare time.”

	Political screening:
	A+
	A
	A-
	B+
	B
	B-
	C
	Unscreened

	
	3
	29
	11
	82
	211
	55
	15
	55



6 pows were appealing against their grades; the better the grade, the sooner repatriated, in theory. 29 pows repatriated to date.

There were obvious issues arising in this camp between the pows and the British, largely based on demands for strict discipline, with no interest shown in the pows’ welfare. 

“Morale is no better than moderate and this can be ascribed to various causes.

(1) The day starts with a parade and every second day, i.e. when the Maj. attends, there is a march past and ‘eyes left or right’ which the Ps/W consider excessively military.

(2) Regulations are very strictly adhered to. If due to bad weather, full 8 hours are not worked the bonus is cut. Ps/W understand that, in other Camps, this is not done and are dissatisfied.

Walking out is limited to between 13.30 and 1600 hours.

(3) The attitude adopted and the treatment meted out by the CSM has a very adverse effect. He is unjust, unpopular and has created a practise of giving extra fatigues for minor disciplinary infractions.

…. The atmosphere in this Coy is not favourable to political progress at present.”

These examples were far stricter than in most other camps and their excessive militaristic nature naturally led the pows to question the meaning of democracy.

50% of the pows were ‘youth’. This increase is usually due to new arrivals being sent from camps in Belgium, though that is not stated in the report.

The standard list of re-education activities had only slightly improved:

Wochenpost and Ausblick – separate appendix

Newspapers / Films / Wireless / Magazine / Press reviews – as before

Library – 350 books.

Lectures – regular with mixed reactions according to the lecturer and the subject.

Discussion group – weekly meetings.

English instruction – Separate appendix.

28 February 1947 – Camp Magazine No.8; Aussprache : Lagerzeitung der 688 P.W.W. COY. : Park Camp Lulworth - The Wiener Holocaust Library

After the camp: Area shown as cleared on 2020 OS map.

Further Information:

National Archive; FO 1120/246, 2 reports, used above.



Hostels

Portland

8/1946 – Hostel leader; Ofw Bruns. The hostel had been opened in the last 2 months, the pows had been previously held in Camps in the USA.

2/1947 – Same leader, B Bruns (B-)


Shaftesbury. A Shaftesbury hostel was recorded as attached to Motcombe Camp 47 with Italian pows in 1945.

8/1946 – Hostel leader; Fw Niederkrome. The hostel had been opened in the last 2 months, the pows had been previously held in Camps in the USA.	
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