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	Pre-existing camp serving an ordnance depot. Footprint extant in part.



	Location: Named after the nearby Cross Keys Inn, shown towards top right of map, (ST 2045 2636).

1947 Aerial photo – a great many huts in the area; Aerial Photo | Historic England

“Aerial photographs taken in 1947 show that the northern part of the camp had been converted to a prisoner of war camp in the latter part of the war. A perimeter fence, with sentry towers at regular intervals, encloses a polygonal area measuring 410m by 415m at its widest parts. It was centred at ST 2004 2640. There appear to have been no new buildings constructed in the interior suggesting it may have been a tented camp. A number of buildings half way along the southern side of the perimeter appear to be the main access point to the camp at ST 2006 2627. The seagull trenches in this area appear to have been filled in by the time of the POW camp and some show on later photographs as cropmarks. Much of the depot buildings remain in use today but the area of the POW camp is now returned to farm land.“ (Somerset HER Record).

Before the camp: Farmland. Depot used by Royal Army Service Corps from 1941, then as US depot G-50 from 1942.

Pow Camp: Italian and then German pows. Mainly Nissen huts. Pows worked in the depot and local farms. The reports show that the site was; Camp 665 Italians > Pow hostel with Camp 1022 > HQ for 1022.

1944 - Pow camp established for 300 pows. 

2 October 1944 - Norton Fitzwarren Parish Council minutes: “‘Italian Prisoners of War and Coloured Troops – After a discussion on the dangers of mixed troops being at liberty to roam our streets and fields 
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	Ordnance Survey 1961


at will, resolved to wait a while to see what action can be taken by the military, and in the hope that their stay will not be of long duration.’ From this extract it seems the people of Norton Fitzwarren gave black GIs the same respect as enemy prisoners.” (From - Somerset At War – Henry Buckton – Amberley – 2009).
[bookmark: _Hlk192846461]
	Oversight and development of re-education activities and English teaching for German pows was carried out by PID (Political Intelligence Department of the Foreign Office) / COGA (Control Office for Germany and Austria – UK). Visits and reports were made. The standard of the reports varied greatly. The visitors took little interest, if any, in activities other than re-education. They rarely mentioned welfare, sports, games, pastimes, crafts, etc of the pows. If there were still Italian pows in hostels, they were usually ignored by PID.



March 1946 – Camp Magazine for Cross Keys Camp 665; Der Schluessel : Lager-Zeitung 665 G.P.W.W. Coy. : Cross Keys Camp, Taunton - The Wiener Holocaust Library

December 1946 – Mention in lecturer’s report for Bradninch Camp 1022 that Cross Keys was a pow hostel with 127 pows.

12 March 1947 – ‘Report of Move.’ Unit 1022 German Working Company HQ moved from Bradninch to Cross Keys Camp, Norton Fitzwarren, Taunton. 

16 - 18 May 1947 – Lecturer’s report. The main camp at Cross Keys expected to be closed soon. Pow hostels at Bideford, Bridgewater and Burnham-on-Sea.

Cross Keys; 60 pows. Bideford; just disbanded. Bridgewater; 45. Burnham; 50.

22 / 24 May 1947 – Re-educational survey. Strength: 1 officer, 229 Other Ranks.

95 at HQ  /  89 at Burnham  /  45 at Bridgewater

Commandant:	Major Webb							Camp leader:	Dieter Stalmann (B+)
Interpreter:	None								Deputy C/L:	None
Adjutant:	Capt Dimetries							German M.O.:	Ass Arzt HJ von Schindel (B)

No leaders appointed at the hostels.

The Commandant was due to retire. He was not supportive of re-education, but did not obstruct activities.

The camp leader was elected in March; “He is not a leader but has great personal gifts and is nearly brilliantly clever; he is not in the Commandant’s favour nor is he popular with his fellow Ps.W.” With this comment, you have to wonder what his ‘great personal gifts were. He had a close friendship with the M.O. which apparently annoyed the Commandant. “Both Ps.W have strong contacts in the town and are too often outside.”

M.O. Schindel was “a young gifted man… he is titled and parades his aristocracy until all have found him insufferable. He considers himself entitled to all manner of special privileges.”

The PID visitor would have recommended that the leader and M.O. be transferred elsewhere, were it not for the imminent closure of the camp.

Simplified screening figures were given; A 1  /  B 227  / C 2. 17 pows were appealing against their political grade; the better the grade, the sooner repatriated, in theory. 260 pows repatriated to date.

Morale was recorded as good. Positive aspects were repatriation, small numbers, good food and fair treatment. Mail was getting through, though often with bad news from home.

40-45% were ‘youth’ (under 25) pows. They were not seen as a problem.

Interest in re-education activities had decreased with better weather and the ability to leave camp. The standard list was given:

Wochenpost and Ausblick – separate appendix.

Newspapers - 3 British daily papers and some local papers were purchased. Poor supply of German papers from COGA. Some German papers sent by repatriated pows.

Library – “Sufficient.”

Lectures – frequent and popular.

Discussion groups – None at HQ, small groups at the 2 hostels.

Films – “Not very frequent” at HQ; better supply at the hostels.

Wireless – “Adequate.”

Camp magazine – New title; ‘Wille zum Leben.’ 100 copies fortnightly. Edited by the leader and the M.O. “I think it goes over the heads of most of the PsW.”

There was another journal published at this camp – ‘Der Mensch.’ Deutsche Medizinische Fachzeitschrift in England (‘(Hu)Man: German Medical Journal in England. It was created by Dr Hans-Joachim v.Schindel, the German Medical officer, but its status was recorded as dubious.

Press review - None at HQ, small news-sheet at the 2 hostels.

English instruction – separate appendix.

Information room – None.

Other camp activities -

Religion – Protestant chaplain, Wilhelm Schneider; “a quiet, humble man… having very little influence.” Small services were held in camp with about 10 pows, however, pows were also able to attend services in Taunton. Good links with the local Baptist Chapel. RC pows had visits from padre Kreis from Goathurst Camp 44.

Education – No classes other than for English.

Entertainment – A theatre group and orchestra at HQ, and another orchestra at Burnham. Two choirs. Football and table tennis teams played in the town. 

The camp had received its disbandment notice for 6 June 1947.

After the camp: Used as a British Army depot until the 1960’s. 2020 area shown as mainly farmland with some light industry.

Further Information:

[bookmark: _Hlk234752711]National Archives – FO 939/328 1022 Working Camp, Cross Keys Camp, Norman Fitzwarren, Somerset. Dated 1946 – 1947. Used above.

IWM have a copy of the journal – listed as No.3, March 1947. Ref LBY E.J.393.

HER - https://www.somersetheritage.org.uk/record/44543

Hostels

Bideford

Mid May 1947 – disbanded.


Bridgewater

Previously attached to Stoberry Camp 666


Burnham-on-Sea

Previously attached to Goathurst Camp 44 and Stoberry Camp 666
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