


[bookmark: c631stadium]Camp 631 (& 662, 663, 664, 665) Stadium Camp, Catterick, Yorkshire

	1947 Camp List

	662(G.W.Coy)  
	N
	Stadium Camp, Catterick Camp, York
	Catterick 301 Ext.25
	36(W.O.)
	V/1456/2

	664(G.W.Coy)  
	N
	Stadium Camp, Catterick Camp, York
	Catterick 301 Ext.25
	36(W.O.)
	V/1456/2

	Note: the 2 entries above show exactly the same details except for the camp number – they seem to have been separate sites.



	[bookmark: _Hlk14516899]Prisoner of War Camps (1939 – 1948)  -  Project report by Roger J.C. Thomas - English Heritage 2003

	OS NGR
	Sheet
	No.
	Name & Location
	County
	Cond’n
	Type 1945
	Comments

	SE 1735 9732
	99
	631
	Stadium Camp, Catterick
	Yorkshire
	4
	German Working Company
	See Camp no.662 & 664.
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	Location: The pow camp was within Catterick Camp, a huge army base, 5km S of Richmond.

Possible location: The postcard title shows ‘P.Lines. P.O.W. Catterick’. The camp has different sections called ‘Lines’.

There was a site called ‘Peronne Lines’ (P Lines?) shown on the 1932 map (left), just below the Military Hospital at SE 184 975 – could this be the location for the pow camp?

Before the camp: Most of the construction was carried out from 1914 to the mid-1930’s.

Pow Camp: 

In 1943 the Camp Central Station was rebuilt using Italian pows. It is not known if these pows were held at Catterick or were transported in for this job.

At some point there was an Italian Working Company as shown by the camp token ‘money’. The notes were stamped on the back after use and could only be used in the camp of issue.
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Ordnance Survey

	Postcard – ‘P.Lines, P.O.W. Catterick’
	
	

	[image: ]
	
	



	[image: ]
	[image: ]
	Mid-1944 - Shortly after D-day, the camp was used, along with Butterwick Camp 244, to hold Russian pows. They were a very mixed lot. 

Some had been captured and forced to work under appalling conditions with the Todt Organisation. Others had willingly faught alongside the Germans. The Soviet attitude was to regard them all as traitors.

The camp Commandant gave permission for a Russian Orthodox priest, Father Michael Polsky to visit. The Father gave a service, talked with some of the pows and left musical instruments and books.


September 1944 - Major-General Vasiliev, the senior representative of the Soviet Military Mission in the UK, stated his intention to visit the two camps. Before doing so complaints were raised by the Soviets about the visit of Father Michael, and no further visits took place for him. Vasiliev visited Butterwick Camp for two days and received a mixed reception including some hostility – he then moved on to Catterick.

At Catterick the pows did not show any hostility. On seeing the Russian books donated by Father Michael, Vasiliev objected and the books were returned.

[bookmark: _Hlk229134878][bookmark: _Hlk229134745][bookmark: _Hlk229135087]January 1945 – Camp list, “Part X – SOVIET NATIONALS.”
	613
	U.S.S.R. Working Company
	Stadium Camp, Catterick, Yorks
	N
	[N = Northern Command area.]

	614
	     “               “               “
	Stadium Camp, Catterick, Yorks
	N
	



January / February 1945 - The Soviet pows were shipped back to the USSR whether they wished for this or not under an agreement that was confirmed at Yalta. There are reports that many were executed and others imprisoned.

After the Russians were transported, the site became a German Working Camp.

30 March 1945 – PID Progress Report, No.58: “No.631 Working Company is now being established at Stadium Camp, Catterick, Yorks, and consists of one Headquarters Company plus 400 unskilled labourers.” Pow staff were selected from Berechurch Hall Camp 186 in Essex.

Spring 1945 – Camp list; “German Working Company, 631 Stadium Camp, Catterick Camp, Yorks. Catterick 301, Ext.25” War establishment V/1270/1

[bookmark: _Hlk192846461]The list then recorded 4 Companies; 662 / 663 / 664 / 665 – all with exactly the same details including the telephone number and war establishment code. There were no further references to 631, 663 or 665 in any of the reports from May 1946. They were probably merged into 662 and 664.

	Oversight and development of re-education activities and English teaching for German pows was carried out by PID (Political Intelligence Department of the Foreign Office) / COGA (Control Office for Germany and Austria – UK). Visits and reports were made. The standard of the reports varied greatly. The visitors took little interest, if any, in activities other than re-education. They rarely mentioned welfare, sports, games, pastimes, crafts, etc of the pows. If there were still Italian pows in hostels, they were usually ignored by PID.



10-18 May 1946 – Report on visit to Camp No. 662 and 664; no reason stated. Strength; 2068.

It was stated in a later report that; “The two Companies are quartered together and the separation is an administrative measure which exists on paper.”

Commandants; 662 Major R C Holmes / 664 Major Tippets. Each had the assistance of one officer, an establishment described as “wholly inadequate.”

“Stadium camp houses 2 working companies, Nos 662 and 664, each about a thousand men strong. The men are employed by the miliary authorities, the Office of Works or contractors.” It was stated that; “the 2 Coy’s are under the command of Lt Col McCormick at Barnard Castle.” Lt Col McCormick was mot mentioned further in this report, or in later reports.

For ‘Name of interpreter’ it was recorded as; “No interpreter,” and “As a result, the commandant is dependent on a German, who, it is said, is not too scrupulous.” However, see the following report made 10 days later. 

Camp leader recorded as Herbert Probst, he was based at 664. No leader recorded for 662, but again, see below.

Political screening figures were given, see next report.

Comments were made regarding ‘youth’ pows (under 25). “Largely owing to the disastrous ending of the war and the publicity given to the Nuremberg trial they have lost faith in Hitler and have reached a stage where they do not know which way to turn…. They are ripe for re-education in every sense.

Buit, this camp is certainly not a place for these young men. They are sent out to do what they consider to be unproductive work and no interest is displayed by the British camp staff in their intellectual, political or spiritual welfare. From this point of view the camp can be fittingly described as a dump. The camp itself looks spotless, the barbed wire is excellent. The buildings are beautifully whitewashed, but from a PID angle it is a whited sepulchre.”

As was the case in most camps, the Commandant had no interest in re-education. Commandants were not required to promote re-education, which was developed by the Foreign Office – the camps were under the control of the War Office. The purpose of the camps was to hold pows and to set them to work when possible. Many Commandants preferred to concern themselves with welfare and other activities rather than re-education – and later positive comments suggest that this was the case at Catterick. If the camp was working and kept under control that was sufficient as far as many Commandants (and the War Office) were concerned.
28/30 May 1946 – Visit for; 1. Re-education Progress Report, 2. Select candidates for special training course, 3. “Check supply suitable billetees.”

This was recorded as the 4th visit – the first 2 reports are not in the National Archive file.

Strength;	662 Company	2 officers, 1099 Other Ranks         	664 Company	2 officers, 1064 Other Ranks		[The officers were M.O.s and dentists.]
Of which;	585 in main camp					658 in main camp
		205 detached						408 detached						[Detached were at 34 different sites.]
		180 at Barnard Castle
		131 at Walworth Castle

662 Commandant:	Major R C Holmes				664 Commandant:	Major R E Tippets M.M.
Camp leader;		O/Fw Wimber (B+)				Camp leader;		H/Fw Probst (B)
Deputy leader;		H/Fw Hohnsen (A)				Deputy leader;		Wm Handt (B)									

Interpreter; 		Cpl Kirschstein.					German M.O.’s;		St.Arzt Schenk (B+) / St.Arzt Gienger (C)

Major Holmes was the senior Commandant. 

The visitor was received “most offhand.” The Commandant (Major Holmes) and the other 3 officers in 662 gave the impression of being hostile to PID. He showed no interest in re-education. He was due to be released from service in June.

The Interpreter was a German refugee. He had arrived at the camp 3½ months earlier and been completely ignored by the Commandant. Apparently the same had occurred with the previous Interpreter. Two German pows were used as unofficial interpreters. The visitor recommended that the Interpreter should be transferred to a different camp as his position had been undermined.

About 160 pows were accommodated in tents from their own choice – there was sufficient hutted accommodation. The pows worked as cooks, batmen, drivers, storemen and skilled tradesmen, none were working at farms. No pows were in billets.

	Political screening:
	A
	B
	C
	C+
	Unscreened

	662 Company
	44
	859
	175
	12
	11

	664 Company
	37
	863
	143
	2
	21



5 candidates were selected for the special training course at Wilton Park.

About 60 pows had been repatriated. 

At least 200 pows from camps in the USA had been transferred to Catterick. Most of these had very low morale as they had been misinformed in the US they were being repatriated. Instead, they found themselves in working camps in the UK.

The overall camp morale was recorded as ‘good.’ “PW are well housed and cared for and work very well. Catterick garrison is loud in praise of the good job they are doing.” 

Mail was arriving, but little from the Russian and polish zones.

	‘Youth pows’
	Under 20
	20-25
	Over 25

	662 Company
	104
	260
	737

	664 Company
	205
	303
	558



Special ‘youth’ classes in political re-education were being held, but no information was given on numbers attending.

The standard list of re-education activities was given:

Wochenpost and Ausblick – 400 / 200 respectively. Sufficient.

Newspapers – Good supply of British papers purchased by the Welfare Fund, (monies raised mainly through sales in the canteen). PID were sending some German papers. Some Swiss papers arrived later. Pows in the hostels got their papers from the British staff.

Library – 662 with 1000 books. 664 with 800 books. 20 books in each hostel.

Lectures – regular in the main camp and popular.

Discussion groups – held weekly with up to 150 pows.

Films – Films supplied fortnightly by PID (mainly documentaries) and by YMCA (mainly entertainment).

Wireless – Well supplied with sets and 4 loudspeakers. The hostels and many of the detachments had their own sets.

Camp magazine – issued monthly. The pows editing the magazine had a disagreement so the Commandant arranged that they would produce the magazine alternately.

English instruction – separate appendix.

Other camp activities –

Religion – The Protestant padre, Gefr Jonas (A) was attending a theological course at the special Norton Park Camp 174. Uffz von Raden (B+), aged 25, was holding evening prayers, Bible classes and Sunday services for up to 70 pows in the camp chapel. RC pows could attend the Catholic Garrison Church in Catterick; evening prayers were also held in the chapel hut.

Education – Classes for French, literature, forestry, geometry, shorthand, maths, Latin, bookkeeping and chemistry.

Entertainments – An active theatre group in a special hut with a stage. An orchestra with 9 players performed light and classical music. Instruments – piano, accordion, 3 violins, cello, double bass, 2 saxophones, 3 clarinets and drums.

1 November 1946 - Camp magazine No.16 for 662 and 664; Besinnung und Aufbau : Antifaschistische Lagerzeitung der 662 / 664 Coy. - The Wiener Holocaust Library

6/8 November 1946 – Visit to 662 and 664 Companies by the Segregation Section of PID, mainly for screening, also a general progress report. 
662 Company	2 officers, 812 Other Ranks			         		664 Company	1 officers, 915 Other Ranks		

662 Commandant;	Major H Harrison					664 Commandant;	Major R E Tippet M.M.	
Camp leader;		O/Fw Hans Wimber					Camp leader;		H/Fw Herbert Probst (A)  [Upgraded from B]
Deputy leader;		Ofw August Feldhusen					Deputy leader;		Fw Ottmer Handt

Interpreter:		Pow Anton Henkel					Interpreter:		Sold Herbert Mueller (B+)					

	Political screening:
	A+
	A
	A-
	B+
	B
	B-
	C
	C=
	Unscreened

	662
	0
	25
	0
	89
	418
	164
	97
	0
	21

	664
	1
	33
	0
	117
	483
	106
	69
	0
	107



Morale was recorded as ‘very good.’ Positive aspects were; good treatment by British staff, ample recreation facilities, good accommodation, good working conditions. Adverse factors were; bad news from the Russian zone, slow repatriation with no release dates given. Good political progress was noted.

Additional wireless sets had been purchased. Announcements could be made to the whole camp through loudspeakers.

A “very large number” of education classes were held for between 8 to 30 men.

The theatre could only hold 160 men, so 4-5 performances were given each week by a troupe of 32 men. There were 8 members of the orchestra.

15-17 February 1947 - As part of the re-education programme administered by COGA, Paul Bondy, a German-speaking refugee gave lectures at the main camp, (662 and 664) and 1 hostel. He recorded a total camp complement of 1,700.

2/3 March 1947 – English Inspector’s Report on 662 and 664. Strength; 1792, including 595 in hostels and detachments.

Commandant;	Major Tippett

Camp leaders were recorded as; “Wimber and Hagan.” Wimber as before, but Hagan was new.

89 pupils in 7 classes at main + Barnard Castle hostel.

Summer 1947 – the camp closed, some British and German staff and resources were transferred to Ure Bank Camp 178.

Memories of an ex-pow; RADIO AT STADIUM CAMP, CATTERICK – GERMAN PRISONER OF WAR CAMP 1944 “it was in 1944 as a Prisoner of War (PoW) at Stadium Camp, Catterick where I first came in contact with radio technology. I was introduced to it there by Luftwaffe radio operators. We held clandestine classes in radio theory – I still have some of my notes – and also managed to build ‘Cats whiskers’ Crystal Detector Sets using broken pieces of coke for crystals, but we also managed to build One Valve Reaction Receivers. This was possible because some of us were employed in cutting the garrison lawns and hedges and collecting rubbish and refuse to take to the incinerator. This was in the Signals Barracks of the Garrison and obviously there was a lot of waste from the radio workshops. We gave it a good ‘sort’ for anything useful like wire, resistors, condensers (capacitors), valves etc before it was burned. There were also old HT/LT batteries, where some of the elements were still charged – the LT we tested it with the tongue. All the parts were smuggled into the PoW camp! Built radio sets were then hidden in the wall lining of the Nissen Huts and aerials were very fine transformer wire you could hardly see. Headphones, although I am sorry to say it now, were pinched from Red Telephone Boxes. We had a lot of fun playing cat and mouse with the guards and were very pleased when we managed to tune into a station for news, which happened on most sessions. I did not return to Germany on my release from PoW status. I settled here and after my initial compulsory 2 years working in agriculture, I studied and qualified in General and Psychiatric Nursing in Leicestershire and spent 40 years in the NHS. I am married and have 5 sons, now all highly qualified professionals with families of their own.”

Unnamed article in ‘The Wire’ April 2010 - https://royalsignals.org/storage/magazines/July2025/OyNSmKMhISJ6AzwrKYNP.pdf
Known Camp Commandants:

Major Rollin C Holmes. Very young – aged about 26. 

[bookmark: _Hlk21957887]Memories - “A surprise birthday gift of an engraved lighter signalled the respect German prisoners of war had for Major Rollin Holmes. Rollin Holmes, retired major, treasures it still. "It was the biggest surprise I ever had, the workmanship is extraordinary," he says of the cigarette lighter carved ornately with Big Ben on one side and his initials, RCH, intricately engraved on the other.

His departure from Stadium Camp at Catterick was also marked with a brass plaque - "I still don't know where they got the metal from" - while a few months earlier there'd been a birthday card "from all the German soldiers on the camp"…

"I was pretty strict," insists Mr Holmes, "but I suppose they must have thought I was a decent bloke."

Born in West Hartlepool - "belonged West Hartlepool," he says, in proper parlance - he left school at 15, became a saw mills clerk, joined the Army as a 22-year-old private on August 8, 1940, had risen to sergeant within six months, was commissioned in August 1941 and made major soon after his 24th birthday.

It wasn't so much accelerated promotion as fast approaching the world speed record. No less quick off the mark, the former West Hartlepool rugby club player became Northern Command 440 yards champion, too.

He'd had three years commanding East African troops, learned Swahili, returned to Britain in the week of VE Day and after a month's leave, reported to the orderly room at Stadium Camp on a summer afternoon in 1945….

On arrival; "They told me the outgoing major was on a tour of the camp with the brigadier-general, and when I caught up with them, the general clearly wasn't very happy. He asked who was in charge and the other major pointed and said I was. I thought 'You absolute sh....'."

He tails off gently; probably meant shyster. The general condemnation was deserved, nonetheless. A bit of a mess?

"Oh, a hell of a mess. Everywhere was dirty, the cookhouse absolutely filthy, the discipline fairly bad.

"The general said he'd be back in a few months and if things hadn't improved someone would be for the high jump. You didn't argue with very senior officers. After a rollicking like that, I just resolved to get on with the job."

Stadium Camp held more than 1,000 prisoners - "You couldn't put 1,000 men down like that and expect them just to get on with it" - with another 200 billeted under his overall command at Walworth Castle, near Darlington.

Major Holmes allowed them to build a miniature German castle - a Schloss - at the camp entrance, to have a theatre, a museum and a broadcast relay system.

"We played records in the office which were somehow transmitted all over the camp; I think the Germans appreciated it. They were things that made life a little bit more easy.

"They were only Nissen huts, basic camp beds, no luxuries, but there were always people in prisoner of war camps who could do something special, like the taxidermist who stuffed things for the museum or the chaps who made my lighter.

"Most had been captured early in 1945 and I got the impression were quite pleased to have finished in a warm, comfortable billet rather than fighting in France or the Low Countries."

(Story from The Northern Echo – 24 March 2005).

Major R E Tippets M.M.	

Major H Harrison

After the camp: 
Further Information:
National Archives – FO 939/189 - ‘662 and 664 Working Camps, Stadium Camp, Catterick, Yorkshire’. Dated 1946 – 1947. Used above. 

Hostels

Barnard Castle, 23 miles from main camp

May 1946 – Reported to be newly opened. Administered by 662 camp. 180 pows. Leader; Fw Lambertz (B). Pows accommodated in tents.

March 1947 – 143 pows.
		

Walworth Castle, 20 miles from main camp. Previously independent Camp 36.

May 1946 – Reported to be newly administered as a hostel by 662 camp. 131 pows. Leader; O/Fw Hansch (B). Pows accommodated in huts with electric lighting.

March 1947 – 59 pows.



[2] - https://www.ww2pow.uk/
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