[bookmark: c601thomas]Camp 601 (& 690) Thomas Street Camp, Selby, Yorkshire

Included in the 1945 ICRC Camp list – Labour Camp. 601. Thomas Street Camp, Selby, Yorkshire.

	1947 Camp List

	690(G.W.Coy)  
	N
	Thomas Street Camp, Selby, Yorks
	Selby 314
	14(W.O.)
	V/1270/4



	Prisoner of War Camps (1939 – 1948) - Project report by Roger J.C. Thomas - English Heritage 2003

	OS NGR
	No.
	Name & Location
	County
	Cond’n
	Type 1945
	Comments

	SE 6188 3255
	690
	Thomas Street Camp, Selby 
	Yorkshire
	5
	German Working Company
	Precise location not identified. NGR for Thomas Street.



	Location: ? Thomas Street is a small road – not much space to put a pow camp. My first thought was it may have been at the site where the Barlby Bridge Primary School is – but records state that the school was opened in 1925.

1948 aerial photo of the area - Aerial Photo | Historic England

Before the camp: 

Pow Camp: 

Early 1945 – Camp list; “Italian Working Company, 601, Thomas Street Camp, Selby.”

[bookmark: _Hlk192846461]March 1946 – Became a German Working Camp with 545 pows transferred from Camps 17 and 166, and later 109 from Camp 664. Many of the pows had been in from camps in the USA and Canada after being captured in North Africa. Most of the ex-US pows had a very low morale as they had been misinformed in the US they were being repatriated. Instead, they found themselves in working camps in the UK.

	Oversight and development of re-education activities and English teaching for German pows was carried out by PID (Political Intelligence Department of the Foreign Office) / COGA (Control Office for Germany and Austria – UK). Visits and reports were made. The standard of the reports varied greatly. The visitors took little interest, if any, in activities other than re-education. They rarely mentioned welfare, sports, games, pastimes, crafts, etc of the pows. If there were still Italian pows in hostels, they were usually ignored by PID.



6-9 August 1946 – Re-education report. Hutted. Strength; 2 officers, 652 Other Ranks, including:
	[image: ]

	
	Ordnance Survey 1958



233 at Goole hostel
109 detached to R.E. depot, Ripon
  52 detached to 249 Coy, Worksop.
 
Commandant; Major Kemp, M.M.  Pioneer Corps                                  	Camp leader; Uffz Budde 
Translator;      left 3 weeks earlier	                                                 	Deputy C/L;   Fw Franz
                                                                                              		German M.O: O/Arzt Dr Kreutzer. 

It was stated that the Commandant supported re-education – however, the list of activities below was very poor in comparison to many camps. Political screening had only occurred for 3 of the pows. 3 pows were recommended for the special training course at Wilton Park.

Morale was recorded as low. Many pows were young (50% ‘youth’ i.e. under 25), they still held Nazi ideals, and were disillusioned. They found pay and conditions in the UK to be lower than in the US. A recent drop in the cigarette ration to 10 per week was regarded as unacceptable. 

Re-education activities had barely started. The standard list was given:

Wochenpost and Ausblick – 200 / 0 copies respectively. 

Newspapers – A very small number of British papers. No German or Swiss papers received.

Library – None.

Lectures – None supplied from COGA.

Discussion groups – none at HQ.

Films – None supplied by COGA. YMCA supplied films fortnightly. No films from commercial companies.

Wireless – 1 set in the entertainments room, and one in the camp leader’s office. Extension speakers in the dining room and outside quadrangle.

Press review – A press review discussion group had started, then discontinued. A daily summary of news headlines was posted on a board.

Camp magazine – none.

English instruction – Classes held for 18 beginners, 6 intermediate, 13 advanced. But no books in camp! Some pows brought their own books from the US.

Other camp activities –

Religion – RC pows attended mass at a church in Selby. Protestant services were held by an English parson in Selby

Education – Classes for French (5 pows), Commerce and book-keeping (5), Italian (3), and algebra (2). Any text books were owned by the pows, not provided to the camp.

Entertainment – A theatre group with 15 members gave regular light entertainment performances. No orchestra. A pianist and guitar player gave recitals each week.

1 January 1947 – Re-education visit. Strength; 1 officer, 278 OR; comprising;

176 at Thomas Street Camp
  88 Detached at Bishop Monkton and Ripon.
    8 Detached at 92 Transit area, Hull.
    7 Detached at Centenary Road Camp, Goole.

Commandant; Major Kemp, M.M.  Pioneer Corps                                  	Camp leader; Max Greindl (B-)
Translator;      -				                                                 	Deputy C/L;    Gerhard Gross (B), acting as interpreter.
                                                                                              		German M.O: O/Arzt Dr Bodo Kreutzer. 

	Political screening:
	A+
	A
	A-
	B+
	B
	B-
	C
	C+

	
	-
	-
	-
	41
	192
	43
	3
	-



9 pows were appealing against their political grade; the better the grade, the sooner repatriated, in theory. 75 pows had been repatriated to date.

Morale had improved as was described as ‘very good.’ Many pows had been invited to visit British families at Christmas.

Re-education activities had slightly improved:

Wochenpost and Ausblick – separate appendix. 

Newspapers – Still only 7 British papers. No German or Swiss papers received.

Library – 400 books

Lectures – 2 per month.

Discussion groups – Regular.

Films – YMCA and Gaumont British supplied films fortnightly. 6d was considered to be too expensive for Gaumont British films.

Wireless – 2 sets and extension speakers.

Camp magazine – none.

Press review – A press review discussion group had re-started and was popular.

English instruction – Regular classes with 3 teachers and a supply of text books, though more were requested.

Information room – none.

Other camp activities –

Religion – “Adequate facilities.” The local parson, Mr Masen, was able to speak German.

Education – classes for mathematics and Russian.

May 1947 – large groups of pows transferred from this camp to others – closing?

After the camp: 

Further Information:

National Archive – 2 reports from FO 1120/246, used above.

Hostels

Goole

There were 2 pow sites in Goole; Coronation Street and Centenary Road. The Centenary Road site was recorded as Camp 637, so the hostel below for 8/1946 was most likely the Coronation Street site. However, the 1/1947 entry stated the detachment at that time was at Centenary Road.

8/1946 – 233 pows. Hostel leader; St Fw Greindl. Site described as “especially pleasant and well laid out.” Morale was higher than at HQ. Some re-education activities had started. There was a small theatre group and orchestra (3 violins, drums and a piano). The pianist also gave organ performances at the church in Goole. 

1/1/1947 - 7 Detached at Centenary Road Camp, Goole. (Camp 637).
[2]  - https://www.ww2pow.uk/
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