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	OS NGR
	Sheet
	No.
	Name & Location
	County
	Cond’n
	Type 1945
	Comments

	
	
	182
	Barony Camp
	Dumfries
	
	Base Camp
	Scotland



Note; the English Heritage list also recorded a separate Parkgate Camp 298 at the Wirral. It is now believed this was in error, and that ‘Parkgate’ was the same site as The Barony Camp, Parkgate. 

	[image: ]Location: Large site centred mainly around NY 018 872 in the Barony Estate. 

The camp was close to Hallmuir Camp 68 and some joint ventures were carried out.

Before the camp: Galbraith family estate. Taken over for military purposes at the start of WW2. 

Pow Camp: “Visible on the air photographs is the perimeter fence and an extension enclosure. The camp is situated mainly to the NW of the house with the possible staff quarters to the NE. The main section of the camp consisting of at least 90 huts, mainly of the Nissen type lies about 250m SE of the main entrance to the estate at Parkgate. Further groups of huts can be seen of the photographs in an area immediately N of the main house.” Information from RCAHMS (DE), July 2005.

The picture from the camp magazine shows Nissen type huts in use.

1944 - A satellite camp was listed as Camp 182A Carronbridge. This later became Camp 293.

1944 / early 1945 - Italian pows recorded here. They may have been used as a construction team preparing the site to hold German pows.
	[image: ]

	
	Ordnance Survey 1955



	Oversight and development of re-education activities and English teaching for German pows was carried out by PID (Political Intelligence Department of the Foreign Office) / COGA (Control Office for Germany and Austria – UK). Visits and reports were made. The standard of the reports varied greatly. The visitors took little interest, if any, in activities other than re-education. They rarely mentioned welfare, sports, games, pastimes, crafts, etc of the pows. If there were still Italian pows in hostels, they were usually ignored by PID.



Late 1944 / Early 1945 – Commandant; Lt Col A L Gough. War establishment V/202/2; a camp for 1501-2000 Other Ranks.

Early 1945 – Base camp. Commandant; Lt Col G G Walker. War establishment V/202/3; a camp for 1501-2000 Other Ranks. 

Spring 1945 – Commandant; Lt Col G G Murray.
July 1945 – An English Inspector gave a report on nearby Camp 68 which mentioned Camp 182 as being ‘disappointing,’ with regard to number of pows studying English. 150 pows from Barony attended a lecture at Camp 68.

28 / 29 July 1945 – English Inspector’s Report. The Camp Number ‘182’ was crossed out and ‘298’ written. 

“This camp is immediately impressive on account of its size and the nature of its grounds. I was told that it takes a good hours’ walk to go round the boundaries of the camp, which enclose two small lakes, beautifully wooded, on one of which are four swans and seven cygnets. The officers’ mess is housed in a red sandstone mansion. The huts are scattered over the camp site as it was originally dispersed for camouflage purposes when it was an army training camp….”

“…The pow are divided into three compounds with open access to each others. There are three compound-Fűhrers [camp leaders]….” One was senior.

Compound A – c.800 men. 93 pows studying English with 5 teachers.

Compound B – c.700 men. 30 pupils with 2 teachers.

Compound C - not in use.

Compound D – c.700 men. 33 pupils with 1 teacher.

Interpreter Officer – Captain Gersin, was due to leave. He had assisted the pows and helped form an orchestra.

There was a new study leader, Alfred Kapp, aged 41, a doctor of philosophy from Heidelberg – “Of great self-assurance, he appears somewhat poisonous.” The camp leader recognised that the man, “aroused great antagonism everywhere he went,” – but there was no-one else to take his place.

450 to 500 of the pows were aged between 17 and 21 – no special provisions were made for them.

Re-education activities had barely started. There were small classes of about 10 pupils for; maths, chemistry, Greek, Latin, Chinese, Sanskrit and Russian. Text books were needed. The choir was recorded as being, “especially fine.”

8/9 November 1945 – English Educational visit. Strength 1695. Compound A – 1205. Compound D – 449. (+  41 - billets?). Compounds A and B had combined.

Commandant:	Lt Col G Murray

Dr Kapp was still the study-leader. 144 pupils studying English with 5 teachers. Music was at a very high level.

Overall, the visitor stated; “The atmosphere is friendly and peaceful.”

[bookmark: _Hlk183611426]1946 – Additional intake of many pows from camps in the USA. Most had very low morale as they had been misinformed in the US that they were being repatriated. Instead, they found themselves in working camps in the UK.

6/7 June 1946 – Re-education report. Strength; 1 officer (the M.O.), 1427 Other Ranks.

Commandant:	Lt Col G Murray							Camp leader: 	O/Fwl Barthel Giesen (A+).
Interpreter:	S/Sgt S Davies, M.M.						Deputy C/L:	O/Fwl Losch (B)	
										German MO:	StArzt Muenchmeyer (C)

As was the case in most camps, the commandant had no interest in re-education, though he did not obstruct it. Commandants were not required to promote re-education, which was developed by the Foreign Office – the camps were under the control of the War Office. The purpose of the camps was to hold pows and to set them to work when possible. Many Commandants preferred to concern themselves with welfare and other activities rather than re-education – though some did not do that either. If the camp was working and kept under control that was sufficient as far as many Commandants (and the War Office) were concerned.

There was a new study leader, Dr Rember – he was attending the special training course at Wilton Park.

	Political screening.
	A+
	A
	B
	B-
	C

	Official / Provisional figures:
	3 / 0
	86 / 97
	895 / 243
	40 / 0
	44 / 20



470 pows had arrived from camps in the USA.

Morale was mixed. Negative factors were slow repatriation, bad news from home, rumours that Nazis in Germany were free while they were still being held. Some complained that they were being used as ‘slave labour.’ 200 of the pows were not in employment, which meant they were unable to earn money. Most pows were politically apathetic. A small number of medically unfit pows had been repatriated.

The standard list of re-education activities was given:

Wochenpost and Ausblick – 250 / 0 copies received respectively. More requested.

Newspapers – Some British papers were sent by PID. 10/15 German papers and a few Swiss also sent by PID fortnightly.

Library – 867 books, including texts.

Lectures – regular, but interest in them was steadily declining.

Discussion groups – irregular, but well attended.

Films – every 3 weeks by YMCA at main and 2 hostels, and every 2 weeks by PID only at main.

Wireless – a new set had been bought able to receive German stations. 

Press review – weekly summary of news.

Camp magazine – 2 issues so far. Monthly due to shortage of paper and stencils.

English instruction – 120 pupils with 4 teachers.

Other camp activities –

Religion – Only about 25% interested. RC and protestant padres.

Education – Classes for French, Russian, arithmetic, German, agriculture, with some classes for hand-workers.

Entertainments – There was a theatre group, orchestra and choir.

29 June 1946 – English Inspector’s Report. Strength 1401 in main, 2 hostels and billets. 129 pupils in 4 classes.

Commandant:	Lt Col G Murray							Camp leader; Barthel Giesen.

5/6 October 1946 – English Inspector’s report. Strength; 1330 in main, 2 hostels and billets. 84 pupils in 4 classes. Numbers in steady decline, here and elsewhere.

There was a new camp leader (Lagersprecher): Fw Alois Felbinger (B+). Long hours being worked due to the harvest.

10/12 December 1946 – Visit by the Segregation Section of PID to review screening and re-education. Strength; 1 officer, 1322 OR.

The camp leader had been a Nazi party member since 1933 “for purely materialistic reasons.” Aged 44. 

A new deputy camp leader; Wm Hugo Launer (B), [other reports; Lanner, Lanne] “a rather dull, stupid type.” Unpolitical.

The German MO, Muenchmeyer, aged 43, “somewhat fussy,” was upgraded from C  to B.

	Political screening:
	A+
	A
	A-
	B+
	B
	B-
	C
	C+
	Unknown

	
	1
	92
	-
	156
	1041
	18
	13
	-
	1


28-31 December 1946 – Re-education visit. Strength; 2 officers, 1153 OR.

No change to senior personnel. There was a new study leader; Dr Klee.

Morale had fallen due to slow repatriations; continued unemployment of about 200; barbed wire maintained, while in most other camps it had been greatly reduced or removed.

181 pows repatriated to date including volunteer miners and foresters.
[image: ]
About 15% were ‘youth’ (under-25). They were not seen as a problem.

Changes to activities –

Newspapers – a wide range was purchased using the camp welfare fund (money raised through sales in the canteen).

Library – about 1000 books, but many in need of repair.

Lectures – continued low interest with about 100/150 attending.

Discussion group – ended.

Films – Supplied by YMCA (3d admission) and Gaumont British (6d admission).

Press review – ended.

Information room – no organised exhibitions.

Religion – 60% protestant. Padre Benzing (B+) had Sunday services with about 70 pows. It was not believed he was seriously interested in his work. 40% RC, Padre Metzen (A) had a Sunday service with about 180 pows. Picture shows plain interior of the chapel hut.

Entertainments – had been reduced due to the repatriation of many members of the theatre group and orchestra.

29/30 March 1947 – English Inspector’s Report. Strength; 1618 in main, 4 hostels and billets. 78 pupils in 4 classes.

22/24 April 1947 – Re-educational Survey. Strength; 1 officer, 1733 OR.

No change to senior personnel.

Camp leader, Alois Felbinger, aged 45, in porcelain business, “though somewhat of a rough diamond is a well-meaning type and aware of his duties.”

Deputy Launer, aged 37, textile technician, “of scraggy appearance but co-operative.”

M.O. Muenchmeyer, aged 44, “a bearded personality…. Who has a benevolent influence over his patients.”

The visitor enjoyed describing appearances; e.g. the acting study leader; “stocky grubby unkempt… with monkish habits… more caricatural than real.” 

	Political screening:
	A
	B+
	B
	B-
	C

	
	38
	247
	1266
	139
	44



305 pows were appealing against their political grading, (the better the grade, the sooner repatriated, in theory). 287 pows repatriated since January 1947.

Morale was mixed in the main camp, but generally low in the hostels, mainly due to length of captivity. Few pows retained, “the Nazi sickness.” The visitor believed that Hallmuir had too many pro-Germans with Nazi viewpoints. 

35% were ‘youth.’ A youth group had been formed at main camp led by Sold Duerrkopp, aged 23; he had attended the special training centre.

Changes to activities –

Library – 4000 books. Many came from Camp 188.

Discussion groups – a political talk given followed by discussion at main and hostels.

Wireless – 6 sets in main camp with 2 additional loudspeakers.

Press review – translated summary of news posted on noticeboard in the radio hut.

Education – French (11 pupils), Latin (3), German grammar (11), German literature (13), history (10), draughtsmanship (12) and 10 pows studying for the arbitur by postal course from camp 174.

Entertainments – Revived. A theatre group of 15/20 produced comedies and operettas. 12/14 member orchestra performed a range of music. There was a bandolin [or mandolin?] and guitar sextet. 35 pows formed a choir singing mainly folk songs, and an 18 member church choir. Sports, cards and chess were popular.

23/25 June 1947 – Re-educational Survey. Strength; 2 officers, 1435 OR (NOT including 455 Ukrainians at Hallmuir).

A new camp leader; Post (B)

Simplified screening figures were given; A 30  /  B1407. 15 appeals were pending – results of previous appeals not given, in other camps the majority, sometimes all, were allowed. 683 pows repatriated to date.

Reversal in described morale, with low in main and higher in hostels – no reason given. Good relations with British staff noted.

Changes to activities –

Library – stated to be down to 3000 books.

Films – YMCA and Travelling Films Ltd at main. YMCA only at hostels. Scottish Information Unit films shown monthly. All shows had 100% attendance. 

Information room – started, with exhibitions on a theme with texts and pictures.

Entertainments – groups were reduced in size, but continued.

Outside contacts – of all re-education activities, this was the one that was most often recorded in diaries and memoires as having most effect. Unfortunately, there is no mention of any outside contact for this camp – informal with local families or formally arranged - mainly due to its isolation and lack of transport 

3/5 November 1947 – English Inspector’s Report. Total strength 1780. Just 16 beginner pupils in 1 class at main.

11/13 November 1947 – Re-educational Survey. Strength; 2 officers, 1217 OR.

No change to senior personnel.

Report number 8 is missing from the file. In this report (9) it states that there had been issues arising between the S/Sgt Interpreter and the pows, but no details given.

Screening figures: A 3  /  B 1216. 1134 pows repatriated to date. Morale was recorded as ‘fair.’ Pows had moved here from camps closing in the south. Unemployed pows had a low morale.

Activities had been mostly suspended during the harvest due to extremely long hours. They were restarted after.

Religion – Protestant padre Baltzer had been transferred from this camp to Camp 109, with no reasons given. Mueller from Camp 293 was visiting and was popular. RC padre Metzen held services in the main camp and hostels. Pows in the hostels were able to visit local churches.

Entertainments – The orchestra was regarded as very good and gave concerts at main and hostels. There had been an exhibition of handicrafts and a sports meeting in September. Football had ‘fallen off’ – “civilian teams were less inclined to play – for no obvious reason.” Table tennis and chess were the main pastime. 

Outside contacts – 12 pows attended a Dumfries Town Council Meeting. Some informal contacts were developing with civilians in Dumfries.
8-12 March 1948 – Re-educational survey. Strength; 1 officer, 476 OR.

Commandant:	Lt Col G Murray							Camp leader: 	Lanner. Had been deputy.
Interpreter:	None.								Deputy C/L:	None
										German MO:	StArzt Muenchmeyer (C)

[bookmark: _Hlk194085265]A survey was conducted in camps still open at this time concerning pow attitudes to the British. It was pointless, carried out far too late and in totally random ways. Some visitors simply gathered whoever was around and asked them to give a show of hands to the questions, some only asked a ‘selected’ group – most did not state how the data was gathered or the numbers involved. In this camp 100 pows were gathered, including 61 who had recently been transferred from other camps – no details of how they were gathered, selected, or questioned. The visitor stated; “With few exceptions they were hopelessly dull and apt to try to conceal their true outlook.” For what it is worth (nothing?) the results were;

	Hate the British
	Dislike
	Distrust
	Indifferent
	Appreciation
	Liking

	No evidence
	9%
	24%
	36%
	24%
	7%



Activities were being closed down prior to closure. The visitor stated that re-education had left, “but little impression” on this camp.

Outside contacts – formal arrangements; none.

There had been a  visit by a lecturer on resettlement. Only 20 pows attended, and instead of a lecture, a Q/A session was held. It was futile and too late – a telling point was that no pow could remember the lecturer’s name.

Known Camp Commandants:
1944 - Lt Col A L Gough
1945 - Lt Col G G Walker
1945 - 1947 Lt Col G Murray, from the Royal Artillery.

Numbers of pows

	
	Open
	
	
	With other camps
	
	
	Unknown
	
	
	Not listed / not open



	[bookmark: _Hlk187414523]
	7/1945
	11/1945
	6/1946 (1)
	6/1946 (2)
	10/1946
	12/1946
	3/1947
	4/1947
	6/1947
	11/1947
	3/1948

	Main
	c.2200
	1654
	1164
	1140
	1121
	885
	1019
	909
	913 (1)
	755
	392

	Cargen
	
	
	110
	106
	130
	112
	100
	105
	110
	101
	

	Newbridge
	With Camp 68
	73
	80
	79
	75
	47
	45
	52
	75
	

	Hallmuir Farm
	Camp 68
	376
	407
	33 + 455
	26 + (2)
	(2)

	Mouswald
	
	
	With Camp 68
	76
	102
	84
	81
	

	Billets
	?
	41?
	81
	75
	*
	83
	*
	166
	236
	181
	85

	TOTALS
	c.2200
	1695
	1428
	1401
	1330
	1155
	1618
	1734
	1892
	1219+(2)
	477+(2)



* Included in main camp numbers. (1) + 9 in hospital. (2) Ukrainians not counted, c480.

After the camp: The main group of huts at X were removed after the camp was closed and Ordnance Survey maps show that a small housing estate was built on the northern part and annotated 'Beech Avenue'. 2019 The Barony is shown as a college

Further Information:

[bookmark: _Hlk40035688]National Archives FO 939/184 – 298 Working Camp, Barony Camp, Dumfriesshire. Dated 1945 – 1948. Used above.

Air photograph (541 [A] 397, 3157-3158, flown 20 May 1948

Copy of Christmas edition of the camp magazine - Litfassaeule : Lagerzeiting des Barony-Camps Nr. 298 - The Wiener Holocaust Library

[image: ]Hostels

Cargen. Cargen House. NX 963 724

June 1946 – Hostel leader; O/Fwl Schulze (B). Stated that the hostel had been newly opened. 50% of pows were from camps in the US.

December 1946 – Hostel leader; Hpt.Fw Karl Loch (B), (or Losch) aged 35, “A sound type runs hostel well.” April 1947 - Same leader, “a queer looking person but of right thinking,” a diamond polisher. June 1947 – same leader.

November 1947 – Hostel leader; Heine.






	
	7/1945
	11/1945
	6/1946 (1)
	6/1946 (2)
	10/1946
	12/1946
	3/1947
	4/1947
	6/1947
	11/1947
	3/1948

	Cargen
	
	
	110
	106
	130
	112
	100
	105
	110
	101
	




Hallmuir Farm. Was independent Camp 68. NY 128 791.

1 February 1947 – taken over by Camp 298.

April 1947 – Hostel leader; Ofw Karl Post (B), aged 48, “of giant proportions… participant in two major wars, merchant… free in his manner but rather too pro-German in outlook.” 

June 1947 – Hostel leader; Willems (B). 455 Ukrainian ex-members of the Waffen-SS Division Galizien came to Hallmuir, (and other camps). The division was accused of major war crimes against civilians.  Ukrainian chapel – see Hallmuir Camp 68. November 1947 – same leader.

1948 – 33 German staff until the Ukrainians settled in. 463 Ukrainians were recorded as being in the camp. Later that year the decision was made to allow Ukrainian pows to stay in the UK under the ‘European Volunteer Workers Scheme’ and so they were no longer classed as pows.

	
	7/1945
	11/1945
	6/1946 (1)
	6/1946 (2)
	10/1946
	12/1946
	3/1947
	4/1947
	6/1947
	11/1947
	3/1948

	Hallmuir Farm
	Camp 68
	376
	407
	33 + 455
	26 + (2)
	(2)




Mouswald. Described as a house. Previously administered by Camp 68.

April 1947 – Hostel leader; Fw Kurt Hoenninger (A), aged 36, technical merchant, “good organiser, enterprising, intellectual.”

June 1947 – hostel leader; Bartel (B).

November 1947 – Hostel leader; Haenchen.

	
	7/1945
	11/1945
	6/1946 (1)
	6/1946 (2)
	10/1946
	12/1946
	3/1947
	4/1947
	6/1947
	11/1947
	3/1948

	Mouswald
	
	
	With Camp 68
	76
	102
	84
	81
	


Newbridge. Hutted hostel. Newbridge is just NW of Dumfries NX 95 79. Previously  administered by Camp 68.

June 1946 – Hostel leader; Fwl Felbinger (B).

December 1946 – Hostel leader; O.Fwl Kaltbrunner (B).

June 1947 – hostel leader; Marggraf (B+). November 1947 – same leader.

	
	7/1945
	11/1945
	6/1946 (1)
	6/1946 (2)
	10/1946
	12/1946
	3/1947
	4/1947
	6/1947
	11/1947
	3/1948

	Newbridge
	With Camp 68
	73
	80
	79
	75
	47
	45
	52
	75
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