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	OS NGR
	Sheet
	No.
	Name & Location
	County
	Cond’n
	Type 1945
	Comments

	SY 592 996
	194
	295
	Cattistock Camp, Cattistock, Maiden Newton
	Dorset
	5
	German Working Camp
	Precise location not identified, NGR given for village.



	Location: Cattistock is about 13km NW of Dorchester. Site shown at SY 590 996.

Before the camp: Some military use noted at the site.

Pow Camp: Italian pows then a German working camp from 1945.

1946 – Intake of many pows from camps in the USA. Most of the ex-US pows had a very low morale as they had been misinformed in the US they were being repatriated. Instead, they found themselves in working camps in the UK. 

Georg Kroemer was a German pow who had been held in the US where he made three escape attempts. He was shipped to the UK in 1946: “…We thought we were going to Germany. After we had crossed the Atlantic, however, we found out through a translator that our destination was England. Our morale plummeted.

We arrived in Liverpool and were promptly whisked away to Camp Cattistock, north of Dorchester. When we got to the camp, we had to empty the contents of our duffel bags under the watchful eyes of English guards. Personal possessions we were allowed to keep, but all other items that we had bought, such as cigarettes, coffee, and chocolate, were confiscated. The English took these things to the camp canteen and redistributed a small portion free of charge to every POW in the camp.

During the next thirteen months, I worked in agriculture at several branch camps near Cattistock. By the end of March 1947, so many of my comrades had been repatriated that I decided to do something I hoped would get me back home. One day I wandered away from the branch camp and hid in a haystack until I was found. I was taken to Cattistock and put into the calaboose. I vowed a hunger strike and began a masquerade of paranoia. I didn’t actually go hungry because a good friend of mine who worked in the camp bakery slipped me bread.” 
	[image: ]

	
	Ordnance Survey 1961


[bookmark: _Hlk192846461]Georg feigned an instance of madness, was assessed, and was repatriated a week or so later. (From German Prisoners of War at Camp Cooke, California, by Jeffrey E Geiger).

April 1946 – Camp magazine; Aufbau : Monatschrift des Lagers 295 - The Wiener Holocaust Library

	Oversight and development of re-education activities and English teaching for German pows was carried out by PID (Political Intelligence Department of the Foreign Office) / COGA (Control Office for Germany and Austria – UK). Visits and reports were made. The standard of the reports varied greatly. The visitors took little interest, if any, in activities other than re-education. They rarely mentioned welfare, sports, games, pastimes, crafts, etc of the pows. If there were still Italian pows in hostels, they were usually ignored by PID.



2 – 9 November 1946 – Visit by the ‘Segregation Section’ mainly concerned with political screening. Strength; 1 officer (the M.O.), 1235 Other Ranks.

Commandant:	Lt Col W H Rowe							Camp leader:	Ofw Gustav Pomp (A).
Interpreter:	2nd Lt H W Grenville							Deputy C/L:	Ofw Otto Peter (B+).
											German M.O.:	Stabsarzt Wolfgang Taeniges (B+) 
The Interpreter was “youthful… doing a grand job and is a good organiser.” Called Heinz at birth (later called Harry), he was one of the children who arrived on the Kindertransport in 1939. His parents were killed at Auschwitz.

Camp leader Pomp, aged 33, Sudeten; “doing an excellent job.”

Deputy leader Peter, aged 32, captured in Jersey, “quite good.”

The M.O. had been a member of the SA, “well spoken of by German and British staff.” 

	Political screening:
	A+
	A
	A-
	B+
	B
	B-
	C
	C+
	Not seen
	Not graded

	
	2
	83
	5
	335
	738
	58
	2
	0
	12
	1



All but 2 of the C graded pows (Nazis) were held at HQ camp.

The principal concern was always repatriation. Pows complained about news of Nazis being returned home, while they were still held in camps. News from home was disquieting – especially from the Russian zone. Two extracts from letters sent to pows were recorded:

From a father - “First of all I was claimed by my firm to clear up the mess, for which work I was of course not paid. Then the Red Army came along and occupied the factory, they took away and sent to Russia everything – material – tools – and machines, as it had been an armaments factory previously.”

2nd letter – “Mrs Reiner and her daughter cut their throats after being raped on several occasions by Russians. It is a fact that girls and women between the ages of 6 and 70 were frequently raped. Thus appears the Ally of the Anglo-Americans.”

The Nuremberg trials were generally considered to be just.

Some pows were, “young Slavs.”

Religion – Padre, Helmut Spieth (B); “Innocuous type.”

20/25 January 1947 – Re-education survey. Strength 1 officer, 1017 OR. This was listed as the 3rd visit – so 1 report is missing from the National Archive file.

A new Camp Leader, Wm H Hoffmann (B+). He had been leader at Beaminster I. “Not a Prussian militarist,” but had a “clearly anti-British streak.” He regarded work carried out in Britain as slave labour. It was recommended that a close watch be maintained on him – no further negative comments.

The Commandant was dubious about re-education, however he did not obstruct activities. He believed that contact with civilians had a positive influence. ‘Outside Contacts’ later became an element for reports. From the diaries and reports of pows, local contacts frequently feature as the most influential and positive experience. 

The Interpreter was aged 20 and had received no training for the post, despite this; “He is an idealist who will work selflessly.”

M.O. Taeniges was not popular as he would not pass pows on to British specialists; “He is afraid of responsibility, and mentions, on the part of the PW, a will to be sick and reluctance to regain health.”

	Political screening:
	A
	B+
	B
	B-
	C
	Unscreened

	
	3
	291
	666
	53
	3
	2



105 pows were appealing against their political grades – the better the grade, the sooner repatriated, in theory. 179 pows repatriated to date – ‘White’ (A grade) 103; Sick 62; Grey (B grade) 2; ‘Economic, civilians and U-boat personnel 12.

Morale was recorded as ‘moderate.’ There was a general “degree of apathy.”

Re-education activities were basic and not well developed. This was partly due to the repatriation of the camp leader, 4 hostel leaders and other Category A pows who had been a positive influence. The standard list was given;

Wochenpost and Ausblick - Separate appendix.

Newspapers – very limited, just 3 British dailies received. 8-10 German papers arrived irregularly. Bradford Down hostel received copies of 3 Swiss newspapers from an unnamed local source. 

Library – described as “small.” 200 books had been received from the International Red Cross.

Lectures – regular.

Discussion groups – only at Burton Bradstock.

Films – supplied by YMCA and Gaumont British.

Wireless – sets at all sites, but they found it difficult to receive German stations.

Camp magazine – 280 copies, shortage of paper and stencils.

Press review – recently ceased due to lack of paper.

English instruction – separate appendix.

Information room – none.

Other camp activities -

Religion – Protestant padre, Helmut Spieth was not very popular with the pows, however the visitor found him to be, “an intelligent and decent country parson.” RC were visited by a padre from Motcombe Park Camp 47. Pows able to attend local churches.

Education – Poor. French due to start at HQ if text books arrived. 7 pows were studying shorthand at Beaminster II. No further mention in reports.

Entertainments – Poor. A small orchestra was suspended due to repatriations and training courses. A small theatre group at Beaminster I. A choir of 25 at Beaminster II. Table tennis, cards, chess, football and boxing were popular.

5-9 May 1947 – Progress report and hear appeals. Strength; 1 officer, 955 OR.

One change to senior personnel occurring at the time of this report; the Commandant was leaving, to be replaced by Major J R McCormac.

Simplified screening figures were given; A 28  /  B 928. 69 appeals were heard – 49 accepted; 41 appeals still pending. 460 pows repatriated to date.

Morale was “generally high.” The hostels were mostly situated in very beautiful countryside and had “ample amenities for sport and amusements.” Excellent relationships with the local population mentioned.

Just over half the camp were ‘youth’ (under-25). They were not seen as a problem.

Some limited progress had been made on developing re-education activities. Changes –

Newspapers – adequate. COGA supplied a small number of German papers.

Library – 450 books, still insufficient.

Discussion groups – started at HQ and most hostels.

Camp magazine – greatly improved; “one of the best.”

Press reviews – given at most sites. 

Outside contacts – plans for visits to schools and the law courts.

Entertainments – theatres had been built at Beaminster I and Winterborne. British audiences had been invited to see variety shows.
20-24 August 1947 – Re-education survey. Strength; 1 officer, 887 OR.

Commandant:	Major J R McCormac							Camp leader:	Wm Hubert Hoffmann (A)
Interpreter:	Lt H W Grenville							Deputy C/L:	Ofw Karl Oppermann (B)
											German M.O.:	Stabsarzt Wolfgang Taeniges (B+) 

The Commandant was not interested in re-education, but did not interfere with activities. 

It was recorded that morale had deteriorated. Main reasons – slow repatriation, bad news from home, lack of transport curtailing some activities, and unnecessary harshness and bad manners of newly recruited British soldiers. Morale remained good at Winterborne. 

Some activities had deteriorated. This was partly due to greater freedoms allowed for pows to leave camp during their free time, and repatriations of activity leaders.

Wireless – reception of some German stations had improved.

Discussion groups and press reviews – mostly ceased.

September / October 1947 – Cattistock was taken over by Motcombe Camp 47. It was recorded that Cattistock had 7 hostels at that time - 2 closed and 5 were also transferred to Motcombe.

Known Camp Commandants: 
1946 Lt Col W H Rowe, CBE, DSO. I think he was with the Pioneer Corps.
1947 Major J R McCormac. He had previously been Commandant at Royston Camp 29 and Sudeley Camp 37.

Camp numbers

	
	Open
	
	
	
	With other camps
	
	
	Unknown
	
	
	Not listed / not open



	[bookmark: _Hlk220242263]
	Previous
	11/1946
	1/1947
	5/1947
	8/1947
	Later

	HQ
	-
	135
	118
	110 + 12 sick
	101 + 4 sick
	With C47

	Beaminster I
	
	117
	114
	106
	98
	With C47

	Beaminster II
	
	109
	117
	110
	102
	

	Bradford Down
	With C47
	181
	94
	180
	96
	With C47

	Burton Bradstock
	
	137
	114
	75
	70
	With C47

	Godmanstone
	With C47
	40
	30
	25
	
	

	Long Burton
	
	137
	143
	115
	124
	With C47

	Piddletrenthide
	
	48
	39
	40
	39
	With C47

	Winterborne St Martin
	
	95
	81
	80
	73
	

	Yellowham Wood
	With C47
	90
	66
	
	
	

	Yetminster
	With C47
	50
	
	
	
	

	Houndstone
	With C44
	60
	With C44

	Billetees
	-
	97
	102
	103
	121
	-

	Total
	-
	1236
	1018
	956
	888
	-



After the camp: 2020 residential area.

Further Information:

National Archives FO 1120/244 – Re-educational survey visit reports for camps 294 to 298. Dated 1 January 1946 – 31 December 1948. Used above.

IWM have a copy of the magazine, dated 1947, Ref LBY E.78946-4. The German Federal Archive also has a copy, date unknown.
Hostels 

[bookmark: _Hlk158116457]Beaminster I and II – in the grounds of Parnham House

11/1946 – Hostel leaders; 	I – Hubert Hoffmann (B+); “Quite OK.”
				II – Wm Karl Schnitger (A); “Doing an excellent job.” 

1/1947 - Hostel leaders; 	I – Not listed
				II – Uffz C Riemer (B+); “a wide awake man who impresses favourably.” 

5/1947 - Hostel leaders; 	I – Ofw Johann Christiansen (B), aged 33, carpenter, married. Had been a member of the SA. “An energetic and co-operative leader.”
				II – Uffz Walter Schuerz (B+), aged 36, married, a chemist; “a good leader.” Of Austrian descent, he had been declared stateless.

8/1947 - Hostel leaders; 	Same leaders at I and II.

Transferred to Motcombe Park Camp 47, 2 compounds treated as 1. Closed in 1948.
				
	
	Previous
	11/1946
	1/1947
	5/1947
	8/1947
	Later

	Beaminster I
	
	117
	114
	106
	98
	With C47

	Beaminster II
	
	109
	117
	110
	102
	




[bookmark: _Hlk225675034]Bradford Down. Bradford Down is located at SY 644 908

11/1946 – Hostel leader; Hfw Kaspar Ebert (B+); “Mediocre – but gets things done.” 5/1947 – same leader, aged 32, married; “energetic and fully co-operative.”

8/1947 – Hostel leader; Fw Walther Martin (B-), aged 38, commercial traveller; “a go-getter, efficient but requires watching.”

Transferred to Motcombe Park Camp 47. Closed in 1948.

	
	Previous
	11/1946
	1/1947
	5/1947
	8/1947
	Later

	Bradford Down
	With C47
	181
	94
	180
	96
	With C47




[bookmark: _Hlk158117757]Burton Bradstock (Clay Hill) – NGR SY 4934 8897 - Former Army Camp, then pow hostel. 1947 aerial photograph (Run 2475, frame 3073) showed 16 wooden huts. National Trust record states it was “constructed in the early part of WW2 for coastal defence units. However, by about 1943, the camp became a satellite [to] Prisoner-of-War Camp 295 at Cattistock and was initially used for Italian PoWs employed on local farms.”  (NT Record 110622/MNA168513).

11/1946 – Hostel leader; Fw Ludwig Hesslein (A); “Doing a good job. Well liked by all.”

5/1947 – Hostel leader; Ofw Johann Klee (B+), aged 29, married, a carpenter; “active and optimistic.” 8/1947 – same leader.

Transferred to Motcombe Park Camp 47.

	
	Previous
	11/1946
	1/1947
	5/1947
	8/1947
	Later

	Burton Bradstock
	
	137
	114
	75
	70
	With C47




Godmanstone

11/1946 – Hostel leader; O/Sturm Erwin Setter (A); “nice clean type doing a grand job.”

5/1947 – Hostel leader; O/Bootsmaat Erich Schucht (B), aged 27, married, a tiler. “Efficient.”

	
	Previous
	11/1946
	1/1947
	5/1947
	8/1947
	Later

	Godmanstone
	With C47
	40
	30
	25
	
	


Houndstone

Before and after this entry, with Goathurst Camp 44 – no reason given for this temporary transfer.

8/1947 – Hostel leader; Maat Heinz Bruhn (B), aged 27, a mason

	
	Previous
	11/1946
	1/1947
	5/1947
	8/1947
	Later

	Houndstone
	With C44
	60
	With C44



Long Burton (Longburton) [One memory places it in the grounds of nearby West Hall – ST 653 129].

11/1946 – Hostel leader; Wm Horst Richter (A+); “A very fine type. Doing job really well. Well liked by all.”

1/1947 – Hostel leader; Fw Graetz (B+), aged 25, “mild and rather ineffective.” Had been leader at Yetminster. 5/1947 – same leader, aged 26, a mechanic. “A shy, but co-operative and decent man.”

8/1947 – Hostel leader; Uffz Friedrich Kemper (B), aged 23.

	
	Previous
	11/1946
	1/1947
	5/1947
	8/1947
	Later

	Long Burton
	
	137
	143
	115
	124
	With C47



Piddletrenthide

11/1946 – Hostel leader; Fw Ernst Engelhard (B+); “Doing quite a good job.” 5/1947 – same leader, aged 30, unmarried, a tool maker. “A very conscientious, straight man.”

8/1947 – Hostel leader; Ofw Teo Wickhorst (B), aged 33, “decent and useful.”

	
	Previous
	11/1946
	1/1947
	5/1947
	8/1947
	Later

	Piddletrenthide
	
	48
	39
	40
	39
	With C47



Winterborne St Martin

11/1946 – Hostel leader; Fw Franz Emig (A); had been a member of the SA. “Respected by all, handles firmly, but not militaristic.”

1/1947 – Hostel leader; San.Fw Meier; “intelligent but rather apathetic.” 

5/1947 – Hostel leader; Bootsmann Walter Weckel (B+), aged 34, welder, married; “a very energetic organiser. Has a sense of humour.” 8/1947 – same leader.

	
	Previous
	11/1946
	1/1947
	5/1947
	8/1947
	Later

	Winterborne St Martin
	
	95
	81
	80
	73
	



Yellowham Wood

11/1946 – Hostel leader; Owm Wilhelm Drewes (B+); “Ordinary type – quiet – but has no trouble. Could be stronger.”

	
	Previous
	11/1946
	1/1947
	5/1947
	8/1947
	Later

	Yellowham Wood
	With C47
	90
	66
	
	
	



Yetminster

11/1946 – Hostel leader; Fw Horst Graetz (B+); “well respected.”

	
	Previous
	11/1946
	1/1947
	5/1947
	8/1947
	Later

	Yetminster
	With C47
	50
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