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	OS NGR
	Sheet
	No.
	Name & Location
	County
	Cond’n
	Type 1945
	Comments

	TQ 5584 7846
	177
	286
	Purfleet Camp, Beacon Hill, Purfleet
	Essex
	4
	German
Working Camp
	Guards' compound consisted of huts, prisoners' compound consisted of tented accommodation within a rectangular wire enclosure. 



	Location: The EH Report above gave the same location, for camps 286/654/655, but these were 3 separate camps close to each other. In the official reports the address used for 286 was; Quarry Camp, Tank Lane, Purfleet, Essex. There were many military camps in the area. Aerial photos of the area 1947: Aerial Photo | Historic England 

Before the camp: The wide area was in use by the military. There was a Dispersal Camp for troops which closed in 1920. The site was part of the huge Marshalling Areas prior to D-Day.

Pow Camp: Camp 286 was a German Working Camp. Nearby Camps 654/655 were labour / transit camps. 

Memories – “Purfleet was a large camp with quite a few thousand prisoners. I arrived in March 1946. We slept 8 in a tent with just wooden flooring. It was very primitive, like in the Army. It wasn’t very nice with thousands of people and nothing much to do really. We were taken out to work every day by lorry, but at night time what could we do…. Play football, as much as poss, play table tennis. We did have quite a bit of help from the YMCA; they supplied musical instruments, proper footballs, football boots and books. They made quite an impact, it was quite something what they did for us and it was very much appreciated.

Every day some people were taken to work on farms, others to Romford to work on a building site….”

BBC People’sWar; https://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ww2peopleswar/stories/48/a7564548.shtml
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	Ordnance Survey 1953

	[bookmark: _Hlk192846461]Oversight and development of re-education activities and English teaching for German pows was carried out by PID (Political Intelligence Department of the Foreign Office) / COGA (Control Office for Germany and Austria – UK). Visits and reports were made. The standard of the reports varied greatly. The visitors took little interest, if any, in activities other than re-education. They rarely mentioned welfare, sports, games, pastimes, crafts, etc of the pows.



1946 – Intake of 800 pows from camps in the USA and Canada. Most of the ex-US pows had a very low morale as they had been misinformed in the US they were being repatriated. Instead, they found themselves in working camps in the UK. Pows from Canada were often C grade. They had been captured early in the war and had retained their Nazi ideology.

March 1946 – in a report for nearby Camps 654/5, it was stated that the Commandant from 286 had instructed his pows not to talk to pows from 654/5 because they were ‘black’ (i.e. Nazis). No further details, but this was to be taken up by the visitor by PID, and most likely changed when the C (black) pows arrived from Canada. 

5-20 September 1946 – Report of visit by the ‘Segregation Section’ of PID to look at political screening. Camp strength; 0 officers, 1690 Other Ranks. Mainly tented accommodation.

Commandant:	Lt Col C W Hughes							Camp leader:	Ofw Heinz Reclaire (B-)
Assistant Cmdt:	Major Dyer								Deputy C/L:	Hfw Georg Kehr (B)
Interpreter:	S/Sgt Westford								German M.O.:	U/Arzt Alfred Dahmen (B)

The Commandant was said to be “open-minded” regarding re-education. 

S/Sgt Westford, aged 20, Austrian, “very keen and serious for his aged but he is too inexperienced” to develop re-education.

Camp leader, aged 47, an old soldier, “not a Nazi but definitely a militarist.” He was not cooperative; the visitor stated that the Commandant agreed he needed to be replaced.

Deputy C/L, aged 37, professional soldier; “For admin purposes he is probably quite suitable, but for re-education purposes incapable.”

The German MO was aged 36, nonpolitical; “A good man, and cooperative.” On arrival at Kempton Park his Red Cross identity card was taken from him and since then he had not been recognised as Protected Personnel. No further details.

	Political screening:
	A+
	A
	A-
	B+
	B
	B-
	C
	C+
	Unknown

	
	1
	86
	-
	128
	983
	203
	276
	5
	8



It was stated that the previous Commandant had supported the militarists within the camp which had encouraged Nazis and discouraged democrats. A large group of C+ graded (Nazis) had recently been transferred to different camps. 20 of the C grade pows were suspected to be “very bad” and needed to be watched. 

A political group of about 40 pows were controlling activities within the camp, but under the control of the apparently unsuitable leader. A list of pows to be transferred for various reasons was left with Major Dyer:

1 Austrian – needed to be transferred to an Austrian camp.

5 C+, of which 2 needed to be transferred to a ‘black’ (C+) camp as soon as possible.

1 ex-Gestapo; he had been held in pow camps in the USA. He stated he was not on the Belgian War Crime list, that he had been unaware of concentration camps, and that he had found Hitler to be “rather unimpressive.” It was recommended that he be transferred to the London District Cage for “special interrogation.”

1 pow, Fw Erich Stelter (B-) had been a driver in the ‘Fuehrer’s Hauptquartier’ and had boasted that he had driven the Fuehrer over the frontier during the annexation of Austria; “Of possible interest for historical reasons.” 

Religion – Protestant padre; Gefr Kurt Holz (A), aged 41, had been a manager of a savings bank, from the Russian zone; “honest and sincere but not a forceful personality.”
RC padre; Christoph Jacobs, aged 34; “harmless, honest but has no personality and is non-political.”

27/31 January 1947 – Progress report. Strength; 0 Officers, 1512 OR. Recorded as the 3rd visit, so 1 report is missing from the file.

Commandant:	Lt Col C W Hughes							Camp leader:	Ofw Heinz Reclaire (B-)
Assistant Cmdt:	Major Dyer								Deputy C/L:	Hfw Georg Kehr (B)
Interpreter:	S/Sgt Westford								German M.O.:	U/Arzt Alfred Dahmen (B)

Only change to senior personnel – a new Interpreter; Lt T Wertz (or Wirtz). It was stated that he had, “no influence in camp affairs, owing to his very poor knowledge of both English and German.” (!) He had been transferred from the Polish Army.

Despite the recommendation made in September 1946, the Camp Leader was still in place. This report stated that he had, “a very sound outlook and straightforward character. Although an old soldier his is no militarist, as it was stated in an earlier report.”

	Political screening:
	A
	B+
	B
	B-
	C

	
	9
	146
	901
	174
	282



305 pows were appealing against their political grades – the better the grade, the sooner repatriated, in theory. The visitor believed that previous political grading had been too harsh and unfair. 325 pows repatriated to date.

Morale had improved due to the replacement of tents with huts, and more relaxed fraternisation rules. Negative factors included restrictions in correspondence, and payments withheld when the weather prevented them from working.
About 30% were ‘youth’ (under 25). They were not seen as a problem.

The standard list or re-education activities was given:

Wochenpost and Ausblick – separate appendix.

Newspapers – a wide range of British papers were delivered. 5/6 copies of German papers each week – “insufficient.”

Library – “Adequate.” 850 books.

Camp magazine – “Der Anruf” 230 copies fortnightly. Paper shortage was causing problems. 

Wireless – “Adequate.”

Films – YMCA supplied every 3 weeks and other films fortnightly.

Press review - a daily news-sheet was issued and sent to the hostels.

Lectures – regular with “fairly good” attendance.

Discussion group – active with 200-250 pows attending at peak times, but down to 80-100 with the cold weather and lack of heating.

English instruction – separate appendix.

Other camp activities –

Religion – RC padre Jacobs gave a weekly service. A Protestant padre from the nearby Camp 655 visited this camp.

Education – Small classes were held for French (8 pows), maths (6), higher maths (6), philosophy (12), literature (15), and agriculture (15).

Entertainment – A theatre group of 10 pows at HQ performed variety shows. A band of 8 players performed light music.

30 April 1947 – Camp Magazine; Der Anruf : Deutsches Kriegsgevangenen-Arbeitslager - The Wiener Holocaust Library

21-26 June 1947 – Progress report and ‘Special interviews.’ Strength; 2 officers, 1703, OR.

There was no mention of the ‘special interviews.’

Commandant:	Lt Col C W Hughes							Camp leader:	Heinz Plate (B)
Interpreter:	Lt T Wirtz (or Wertz)							Deputy C/L:	Helmuth Klenk (B)
Adjutant:	Capt Revley								German M.O.:	O.St.Arzt Schemann (B)

Despite his lack of English and German the IO was still in place, he did have a reputation for, “scrupulous fair dealing.”

The new camp leader was described as having; “a strong personality, but of the ‘outdoor’ variety.” (?)

	Political screening
	A
	B+
	B
	B-

	
	6
	248
	1101
	350



2 appeals from new arrivals were outstanding. 648 pows repatriated to date.

Morale was “fairly good.” Negative factors were always slow repatriation, and bad news from home. Complaints were raised that 150 C grade pows had been upgraded, without a corresponding upgrading for the B grades. 

Youth pows had increased to about 45%. Many were anxious about their years wasted without learning a trade.

Changes to activities –
Newspapers – cut to 5 dailies purchased by the camp Welfare Fund, though a further 50 were purchased individually. Supply of German papers still insufficient; some received by individuals were displayed in the information room.

Library – slight increase with 900 fiction and 250 text books.

Discussion groups – attendance slowly falling to 100-150 at HQ. Hostels held their own discussion groups.

Films - alternate weeks supplied by YMCA and Travelling Films Ltd., (charging 6d which many thought too expensive). Some documentary information films sent by COGA.  

Camp magazine – cut to monthly editions due to shortage of paper.

Press review – given weekly by a pow, and a weekly printed news digest.

Information rooms – had been set up at all sites, though the one at HQ was in the canteen.

Religion – Little interest. Weekly services held by Protestant padre; Heinrich George (A) and RC padre Christoph Jakobs (B). Pows able to attend local churches.

Education – classes had reduced as the weather improved. At HQ; handicrafts, shorthand, and agriculture.

Entertainment – The orchestra gave a monthly concert and visited the hostels. A choir sung at a local church. Small bands existed at the hostels.

28 October – 3 November 1947 – Re-education report; Investigate article in camp magazine, and attempt to arrange outside contacts. Strength; 2 officers, 1408 OR.

1 change to senior personnel – a new Commandant; Lt Col G L Delman. He had previously been involved in the transportation of Ukrainians from camps in Italy.

	Political screening
	A
	B+
	B
	B-

	
	1
	218
	916
	275



897 pows repatriated to date. Pows were concerned about the future of Germany and the dismantling of some German industries.

Participation in re-education activities continued to reduce, partly as a result of greater freedoms to leave the camp, and because of general apathy towards politics. 

There had been a slight increase in German papers sent, to 20/25 fortnightly. There was no mention of the article being investigated – just a general comment that some articles lacked objectivity and a “tendency to solicit sympathy for the German nation.”

The Information room at HQ had improved and displayed exhibitions of text and pictures on a particular theme.

Education – the range of classes had increased to include; French, Latin, German, civics, algebra, calculus, technical drawing, literature and horticulture. 

Religion – the Protestant padre issued a magazine called, Glaube und Leben – (Faith and Life).

Outside contacts – it was hoped links would soon be formed.

2/1948 – Camp taken over as a satellite for Langdon Hills Camp 266 together with Harold Wood and Thoby Priory hostels.

Known Commandants:	
1946 Lt Col C W Hughes, (RASC) previously with Overdale Camp 60.
1947 Lt Col G L Delman, (Loyals).


After the camp: 

Further Information:

National Archives – FO 1120/243 – Re-educational survey visit reports for camps 286 to 293. Dated 1 January 1946 – 31 December 1948. Used above.

IWM have a copy of the camp newspaper dated 28 February 1947. Catalogue LBY E.J.334. The German Federal Archives also has copies of both magazines – date unknown.


Camp numbers

	
	Open
	
	
	
	With other camps
	
	
	Unknown
	
	
	Not listed / not open



	[bookmark: _Hlk220242263]
	
	9/1946
	1/1947
	6/1947
	11/1947
	

	HQ
	Military use
	966
	861
	856
	799
	With C266

	Harold Wood
	-
	254
	223
	252
	195
	With C266

	Orsett
	
	311
	194
	309
	222
	

	Thoby Priory
	With C116
	55
	109
	147
	150
	With C266

	Warley Barracks
	
	
	
	26
	18
	

	Billetees
	-
	104
	125
	115
	116
	-

	Total
	
	1690
	1512
	1705
	1410
	





Hostels

Harold Wood. 10 miles from HQ.

Memories – “Back home in Harold Wood I discovered there was a camp of German prisoners on our doorstep. Some of them used to come to St. Peter’s Church, and the Rev’d Bernard Hartley got me to give them a mini-sermon in their own language. You should have seen their faces light up! Dorothy remembers I referred to Martin Luther.”
https://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ww2peopleswar/stories/24/a3592424.shtml

9/1946 – Hostel leader; Fw Fritz Brand (A), from the British zone; “a very good man.”

1/1947 – Hostel leader; St/Wm E Reiff (B+); “utterly incapable man is generally hated and feared by his fellow prisoners.” A very unhappy hostel. The Colour Sergeant Major in charge was stated to be exercising a severe military regime, with the assistance of the hostel leader. Pows said they were afraid to express any opinion or join in with any discussions as any pows dissenting were transferred – this was borne out by previous transfers. The leader stated; “…what I want here is workers and not critics.” This was raised with the Commandant who visited the hostel and consequently removed the leader and stated he would consider removing the CSM.

6/1947 – Hostel leader; Willi Weisz (B-). (Same person as Wilhelm Weiss at Orsett in 9/46?). The wireless was a poor battery set. Classes held for; Commercial studies, maths, French. 11/1947 – same leader.

	
	
	9/1946
	1/1947
	6/1947
	11/1947
	

	Harold Wood
	-
	254
	223
	252
	195
	With C266








Orsett. 6 miles from HQ. In the November 1947 report this hostel was listed as; ‘No.655 Hostel, Orsett.’

9/1946 – Hostel leader; Hfw Wilhelm Weiss (C); aged 48, despite his political grade and record in the S.A., he was regarded as “a harmless type.” 

1/1947 – same leader. There was a political study group of about 45 pows meeting weekly, 3 English classes and classes for arithmetic and maths.

6/1947 – Hostel leader; Rudolf Wohnhas (B+). No education classes. 11/1947 – same leader.

Late 1947/ early 1948 - taken over for use by the Women’s Land Army. The poor conditions were raised in the House of Commons; (Col 1605; Volume 447: 23 February 1948).

	
	
	9/1946
	1/1947
	6/1947
	11/1947
	

	Orsett
	
	311
	194
	309
	222
	




Thoby Priory. 18 miles from HQ. Ingatestone, Essex, TQ 626 988. On the west side of Ingatestone – on the east side, is Ingatestone Hall, which also recorded pows.

9/1946 – Hostel leader; Fw Max Oberacker (A), aged 34, from the American zone; “a splendid type, keeps the hostel politically alive,” he arranged various re-education activities.

50% of the hostel were ‘youth’ and many were Sudetan Germans.

1/1947 – Hostel leader; Fw R Winkel (B); “capable and intelligent.” Weekly political study group meetings. 2 English classes.

6/1947 – Hostel leader; Toni Kuenzl (B+). Classes for Bible study and shorthand. 11/1947 – same leader.

March 1948 – recorded as a hostel for Langdon Hills Camp 266.

	
	
	9/1946
	1/1947
	6/1947
	11/1947
	

	Thoby Priory
	With C116
	55
	109
	147
	150
	With C266




Warley Barracks. 12 miles from HQ.

Probably working at the barracks (e.g. as cooks).

	
	
	9/1946
	1/1947
	6/1947
	11/1947
	

	Warley Barracks
	
	
	
	26
	18
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