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	[image: ]Location: ‘Neath Abbey Road’ – NGR SS 747 976. Shows as TA Centre on the map.

Before the camp: Anti aircraft site.

Pow Camp: 

Memories – “In the middle of the war, Italian prisoners of war kept in a camp on Neath Abbey Road, Neath, often times worked outside on a farm in Bryncoch, which was close to The Dyffryn Arms public house, under the supervision of the camp guards. The same Italian soldiers were put to work clearing an area about 10 or 15 yards diameter in the midst of a copse of trees.” (By ‘littletom brown’ – BBC People’sWar – Article A7819752).

[bookmark: _Hlk192846461]1946 – German Working Camp. Additional intake of many German pows from camps in the USA. Most had very low morale as they had been misinformed in the US that they were being repatriated. Instead, they found themselves in working camps in the UK.
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	Ordnance Survey 1964



	Oversight and development of re-education activities and English teaching for German pows was carried out by PID (Political Intelligence Department of the Foreign Office) / COGA (Control Office for Germany and Austria – UK). Visits and reports were made. The standard of the reports varied greatly. The visitors took little interest, if any, in activities other than re-education. They rarely mentioned welfare, sports, games, pastimes, crafts, etc of the pows. If there were still Italian pows in hostels, they were usually ignored by PID.



15 November 1946 – A visit by a member of the ‘Segregation Section’ to review political grades. Strength 616 Other Ranks.

Commandant:	Major F H Mann
Interpreter:	S/Sgt Kessler

A very brief report with many basic details missing – no names of camp leader or hostels given. 

Only 68 pows were recorded as having been politically screened. The visitor found that, “throughout there appears to be a firm rejection on the part of the P.W. of any moral responsibility for the war. With the question of repatriation foremost in their minds, opportunism is rife.”

Morale was generally low with lack of news about repatriation, and bad news from home, being the major factors.

15 December 1946 – Camp Magazine No.6; Der Anker : Halbmonatliche Lagerzeitung - The Wiener Holocaust Library
23/ 24 December 1946 – Report on re-education and political screening. Strength; 0 officers, 538 OR. This was recorded as the 3rd visit, so 1 report is missing from the NA file.

Commandant:	Major F H Mann								Camp leader:	H/Fw Gonscharek (B)
Interpreter:	S/Sgt Kessler								Deputy C/L:	Uffz Karl Braun (B-)
											German M.O.:	U/Arzt Stahl (A)

The Commandant was interested in re-education, which does not mean he was actively involved. Other British officers had no interest.

Interpreter Kessler was described as a “youngster” who was trying his best and had written articles for the camp magazine.

Camp leader Gonscharek, aged 29, professional soldier; “Unable to think politically but is willing to carry out all suggestions put forward by his fellow PW.”

Deputy C/L; “Very intelligent. Is trying to live down his past Nazi record.”

The German M.O. had been upgraded from B+ to A. “A first class type who takes great interest in political matters.” He formed a discussion group and gave lectures.

German dentist, O/Sold G Gabelmann, aged 25, was the chairman of the Camp Parliament and editor of the camp magazine.

	Political screening:
	A
	B+
	B
	B-
	C
	Unscreened

	
	14
	17
	96
	40
	37
	334



20 pows were appealing against their political grades – the better the grade, the sooner repatriated, in theory. 1 appeal had been heard and was successful. 7 pows repatriated to date.

Morale was recorded as ‘fair.’ News from Germany that many Nazi Party officials were still in their jobs, while they were in a prison camp, had a negative effect. Positive factors included recreational facilities and sports. Details about the concentration camps and the Nuremberg trials were raising awareness of many pows.

About 30% of pows were ‘youth’ (under-25). They were not regarded as a problem.

Re-education activities were generally poor, especially at the hostels. The standard list of re-education activities was given:

Wochenpost and Ausblick – separate appendix.

Newspapers – 6 British papers received and paid for from the Welfare Fund, (money raised mainly through sales in the canteen). No German papers received from COGA.

Library – “Very inadequate.” Some books had been published in Germany during the 1940’s and had a “taint of Nazism.”

Lectures – Regular. Pows did not want more political lectures, requesting cultural topics instead.

Discussion group – 1 at HQ.

Films – Fortnightly from a visiting COGA Film Unit. No mention of YMCA films as in most other camps. Gaumont British only visited Scurlage hostel.

Wireless – Only 1 set located in the Camp Leader’s office with an extension speaker in the dining hall. The set was not powerful enough to receive many stations, and none from Germany.

Camp magazine – fortnightly. There was a lack of paper limiting the numbers produced to about 100 copies. Stencils were also needed.

Press review – none.

English instruction – only at HQ.

Information room – none.

Other camp activities –

Religion – 60% Protestant; 40% RC. Protestant padre, Gefr G Maspfuhl (B+), aged 35; “Very pleasant and helpful,” he rejected Nazism as being anti-Christian. Protestant services held in the recreation room at HQ. RC pows held a Sunday service in a local church with a civilian catholic priest. A German priest from Llanddarog Camp 102 visited monthly. 

Education – only classes for English at HQ.

Entertainment – no theatre in HQ, but pows able to use stage and equipment in the British Lines. The only theatre group was at Scurlage hostel. There was a choir and small orchestra at the HQ.

13-16 May 1947 – Visit to re-organise re-education. Strength; 0 officers, 403 OR.

Commandant:	Major F H Mann								Camp leader:	E Nelles (B+)
Interpreter:	S/Sgt P Fisher & S/Sgt K N Engels					Deputy C/L:	A Gernand (B-)
											German M.O.:	U/Arzt H Stahl (A)
Both Interpreters were; “very young and inexperienced.”

	Political screening:
	A
	B+
	B
	B-

	
	7
	68
	226
	102



3 appeals pending. 162 pows repatriated to date. C grade pows had either been upgraded or sent elsewhere. 

Morale again recorded as ‘fair.’ Excellent relationships between pows and farmers was noted. Pows commented on extremely good treatment by British staff.

Activities had deteriorated even further. The situation was far worse than most other camps and indicates apathy and boredom.

Newspapers – “Inadequate.” Still no German papers sent by COGA.

Library – just 512 books.

Lectures – irregular and rare at some hostels.

Discussion groups – only very small numbers attended.

Films – Only shown at Scurlage hostel. This was a far worse situation than the majority of other camps, with no explanation; “Repeated attempts by the Commandant to obtain films for HQ have not succeeded.”

Wireless – “Adequate” except at Brynn Hill. 

Camp magazine – ceased in March.

Information room – none.

Religion – little interest.

Entertainments – no theatre group. The Commandant had only just arranged a loan of some musical instruments to form an orchestra. Hostels had been without sports gear, some items were now being distributed. Only football and table tennis were mentioned.

It was expected that this camp would soon become a satellite for Camp 102.

September 1947 – Listed as a Satellite Camp for Llanddarog Camp 102 with 5 of its hostels: Heronstone, Marcross, St Mary Hill, Llantrithyd, and Brynhill.
Camp numbers

	
	Open
	
	
	
	With other camps
	
	
	Unknown
	
	
	Not listed / not open



	[bookmark: _Hlk220242263]
	
	11/1946
	12/1946
	5/1947
	9/1947

	HQ
	
	?
	134
	117
	Satellite for C102

	Brynhill
	
	
	46
	41
	Hostel for C102

	Fontygary
	
	
	9
	
	

	Heronstone
	
	
	42
	21
	Hostel for C102 / 118

	Llantrithyd
	With C118
	
	64
	39
	Hostel for C102

	Marcross
	With C118
	
	58
	42
	Hostel for C102

	St Mary Hill
	
	
	29
	15
	Hostel for C102

	Scurlage
	
	
	110
	118
	

	Wenvoe
	
	
	56
	10
	

	Billetees
	-
	?
	?
	?
	-

	Total
	
	616
	538
	403
	



After the camp: 

Further Information:

National Archives FO 1120/242 – Re-educational survey visit reports for camps 279 to 284. Dated 1 January 1946 – 31 December 1948. Used above.


Hostels

Brynhill. 40 miles from HQ.

12/1946 – Hostel leader: Uffz R Eger (B). 5/1947 – same leader. “Monotonous work,” was reported for this hostel, but not what that work was.

	
	
	11/1946
	12/1946
	5/1947
	9/1947

	Brynhill
	
	
	46
	41
	Hostel for C102




Fontygary. 42 miles from HQ

12/1946 – Hostel leader: Uffz Fiedler.

	
	
	11/1946
	12/1946
	5/1947
	9/1947

	Fontygary
	
	
	9
	
	




Heronstone. 20 miles from HQ. 

12/1946 – Hostel leader: O/Fw A Foerster (B), aged 48, “Pleasant old man,” a butcher, had served in WW1. 5/1947 – same leader.

	
	
	11/1946
	12/1946
	5/1947
	9/1947

	Heronstone
	
	
	42
	21
	Hostel for C102 / 118




	Llantrithyd. 32 miles from HQ. NGR ST 049 740. Aerial photo - View map: Ordnance Survey, OS Air Photo, 6 inch to the mile (1:10,560), Sheet 31/07 S.W. - Ordnance Survey Air Photo Mosaics, 1944-1950

Plans for the camp exist from 1943 (https://canfod.glamarchives.gov.uk/en/records/RDC/S/2/1943/10). 

Mavis and Phil – “The German and Italian prisoners of war were housed in huts in Llantrithyd Park, and sent out on to the farms to work. They remained there until they were repatriated after the war. Some stayed, some revisited after the war on an exchange basis. 

Supervision by the guards was minimal. The farmers had their regular workers and selected projects on the farms such as drainage were undertaken by the P.O.W's. One such project I recall was the drainage of the seven acres field between Abernant and Garnllwyd. 

Around this time the young ladies of Llancarfan had to cycle to Bonvilston to catch the bus to Cardiff to their place of employment. Their journey coincided with the P.O.W's arriving on the farms for their day’s work. To the P.O.W's the sight of young ladies on bicycles was a happy one for young males a 
	[image: ]

	
	OS 1964


long way from home! Those young ladies, who are now grandmothers, tell me that there were such calls as “lovely leg.” No problem with the language then! Isn't it ironical that P.O.W's were driven to the farms and the girls had to cycle to catch the bus to work. 

…The P.O.W's were allowed considerable freedom and were some of the more trusted. They had their football teams and I recall playing for Bonvilston Football Club against Italians on Village Farm field. There were hundreds of spectator P.O.W's: quite inhibiting for us youngsters as we were only 14 at the time (at least I was). 

…The huts at Llantrithyd Park were later used to house agricultural workers directed by the employment offices. They were known as war Agricultural Workers, employed by the Glamorgan Executive Committee, and they worked on the local farms in the same way as the P.O.W's had done before them. The young families returning after the war, unable to find accommodation, also used these huts.” From: https://www.llancarfansociety.org.uk/newsletter/nl_96.pdf

12/1946 – Hostel leader: O/Fw H Ruthof (C). 5/1947 – same leader.

	
	
	11/1946
	12/1946
	5/1947
	9/1947

	Llantrithyd
	With C118
	
	64
	39
	Hostel for C102




	Marcross – 25 miles from HQ.  NGR SS 926 692.

1943 - hostel for C118 

12/1946 – Hostel leader: O/Gefr Fehsenfeld (B-); “a keen young man,” had been a member of the Nazi Party; “still hazy as to the deeper meaning of democracy.”

5/1947 – Hostel leader; Ogefr T Essmann (B), aged 26, electrician, had been a member of the Hitler Youth. He had been captured in 1943 and held in pow camps in Canada. He taught English and wrote for the camp magazine. “Charming personality, quite keen.”

	
	
	11/1946
	12/1946
	5/1947
	9/1947

	Marcross
	With C118
	
	58
	42
	Hostel for C102
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	View map: Ordnance Survey, OS Air Photo, 6 inch to the mile (1:10,560), Sheet 21/96 N.W. - Ordnance Survey Air Photo Mosaics, 1944-1950





	St Mary Hill, Garwa Quarry, 25 miles from HQ. NGR SS 975 797. 

“Modern mapping and aerial photographs reveal the trackways which once served the camp - one running parallel to the road, others running northwest-southeast to create a distinctive square enclosure.

Aerial photographs daring from 1945 show an intricate complex of tents and larger buildings aligned with trackways. The camp hosted US Army troops from December 1943… After the camp had been vacated, lower-ranked German prisoners of war were brought from Island Farm Camp. Repatriation continued until 1948, after which the camp was abandoned.” https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/415460/

12/1946 – Hostel leader: Uffz Petri (C).

5/1947 – Hostel leader; A Gonschorek (B); he had been camp leader. “Lacking in powers of leadership.”

	
	
	11/1946
	12/1946
	5/1947
	9/1947

	St Mary Hill
	
	
	29
	15
	Hostel for C102
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	Ordnance Survey 1964




Scurlage. 30 miles from HQ. Possibly at the Scurlage military camp.

12/1946 – Hostel leader: H/Fw Nelles.

5/1947 – Hostel leader; A Neumann (B-), aged 27, lab assistant. “Has no powers of leadership, no imagination or drive.” The hostel was expected to close within a few days.

	
	
	11/1946
	12/1946
	5/1947
	9/1947

	Scurlage
	
	
	110
	118
	




Wenvoe. 40 miles from HQ. At Wenvoe Camp - used by the US Army between 1943-4 in the run-up to the D-Day campaign and later used for German and Italian prisoners of war. Wenvoe Camp occupied the site that would be occupied by the golf driving range and now the crematoria. NGR ST 116 703. Aerial photo - View map: Ordnance Survey, OS Air Photo, 6 inch to the mile (1:10,560), Sheet 31/17 S.W. - Ordnance Survey Air Photo Mosaics, 1944-1950

12/1946 – Hostel leader: Fw P Neuhaus (B). 5/1947 – same leader.

22 pows from 59 RAF Maintenance Unit were also attached to this hostel. The hostel was expected to close within a few days.

	
	
	11/1946
	12/1946
	5/1947
	9/1947

	Wenvoe
	
	
	56
	10
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