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	OS NGR
	Sheet
	No.
	Name & Location
	County
	Cond’n
	Type 1945
	Comments

	TL 0238 5350
	153
	278
	W.D. Camp, Clapham, Bedford
	Bedfordshire
	5
	German Working Camp
	Two possible sites, other possibility is at TL 0071 5464



	In reports the camp is referred to as Clapham or Clapham Park, I have not seen any document with ‘W.D. Camp.’

Location: The camp was beside Green Lane which runs N from Tollgate Cottage on the map. Site shown (are those pow huts? there was a chicken farm there later) at TL 036 523 next to Tollgate Cottage and Woodlands.

Before the camp: Grounds for Woodlands House.

Pow Camp: There are 2 photographs of the camp in Stephen Risby’s book, see below. Pows worked in the Lidlington and Ridgemont Brickworks. Mixed huts and tents initially – no reference to tents from 1947.

Spring/Summer 1945 – listed as opened with capacity of 500. (Progress report 152 – FO 939/383). (April 1945?)

1946 – Additional intake of pows from camps in the USA. Most had very low morale as they had been misinformed in the US that they were being repatriated. Instead, they found themselves in working camps in the UK. Another large group had served on the Channel Islands.

6 April 1946 – Camp magazine: Umschau : 278 P.o.W. Camp - The Wiener Holocaust Library
[bookmark: _Hlk192846461]
	Oversight and development of re-education activities and English teaching for German pows was carried out by PID (Political Intelligence Department of the Foreign Office) / COGA (Control Office for Germany and Austria – UK). Visits and reports were made. The standard of the reports varied greatly. The visitors took little interest, if any, in activities other than re-education. They rarely mentioned welfare, sports, games, pastimes, crafts, etc of the pows.
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	Ordnance Survey 1960



July 1946 – record of visits made by RC and Protestant padres from Ducks Cross Camp 72. It was also recorded that camp 278 had three hostels at this time. (FO 939-153).

27-28 January 1947 – Political screening and re-education report. Strength; 0 officers, 1653 Other Ranks. This was the 4th PID visit, but the first 3 reports are not in the National Archive file.

Commandant:	Lt Col A B Rogers, MC, KSLI.						Camp leader:	Hfw Adolf Stapel (B)
Interpreter:	S/Sgt R Stevens, REME.						Deputy C/L:	None
											German M.O.:	Unterarzt Hans Schreiner (A).

The Commandant was highly praised; “well suited to his post and seeks to further his splendid re-educational ideas.” Regarded by the pows as being, “fair and conscientious.”

S/Sgt Stevens was regarded as excellent, held in “the greatest esteem both with the British camp staff and with the Germans,” but he was due to be demobilised in April.

Camp leader Stapel, aged 53 (much older than most pows). “A pleasant and cheerful character, obedient and co-operative but colourless in temperament. He is satisfactory but no force.”

The M.O. as ‘Unterarzt’ was correctly not ranked as an officer – however some later reports did include him. He gave a “favourable impression,” and explained that he did not advance in rank as he was regarded as “politically unreliable.”

	Political screening:
	A
	B
	C
	Unscreened

	
	74
	1389
	178
	12



368 pows were appealing against their grades; the better the grade, the sooner repatriated, in theory. 366 appeals had been heard, with 297 accepted. 321 pows repatriated to date.

Morale had greatly improved for pows whose appeals against political grades had been upheld. Post was getting through from Germany. There were good relationships with British staff. A negative factor was political news from Germany.

45% of the pows were ‘youth’ (under-25). There had been trouble from a group, but these “trouble-makers” had been transferred to other camps.

It was noted that the nature of the pows work affected many camp activities (see next report). Pows in the nearby Twinwood hostels were able to attend activities at HQ.  The standard list of re-education activities was given:

Wochenpost and Ausblick – separate appendix.

Newspapers – a good range of British daily papers, and 10 German papers received weekly via COGA.

Library – excellent with 1000 books. Hostels were able to loan books.

Lectures – given about once every 3 weeks.

Discussion groups – None.

Films – Supplied by YMCA and Gaumont British.

Wireless – “adequate” at all sites.

Camp magazine – irregular as the editor was temporarily at Norton Park Camp 174.

Press review – a published summary of headlines.

English instruction – separate appendix.

Information room – “poor.”

Other camp activities –

Religion – 35% RC; 60% Protestant. Poor attendance at services. Pows could attend services in local churches. Ducks Cross camp 72 was still sending a padre. A lay-preacher from St. Albans visited the camp. There was no camp chapel.

Education – No classes.

Entertainments – a variety group, orchestra and a theatre group. Inter-camp football matches were popular.

22 May 1947 – Re-education Survey. Strength; 1 officer, 1650 OR. (This time the MO was counted as an officer).

1 change to senior personnel; a new Interpreter, S/Sgt Growald; “young and inexperienced and not very popular with the C.O.”

This visitor clearly had a different view of the Commandant, only stating that he was, “strict with the Ps/W.”

There were also very different remarks concerning the camp leader – aged 51, (previously 53); Chemist, Served in WW1. “Unpleasant typical German NCO militarist.” The visitor recommended that he be replaced, (he wasn’t).


	Political screening:
	A
	B+
	B & B-
	C

	
	4
	201
	1445
	1



No results were given for previous appeals – no further appeals were pending. No figures for repatriations given.

Morale was recorded as ‘low.’ Pows employed in the brickworks had hard working conditions, including night shifts, and no additional food or drink was served to them. They took pow working rations, but they were considered to be inadequate considering the work they were doing. As pows were sent elsewhere or repatriated, replacements were described as being sent by other “camps dumping their undesirables.” 

The state of re-education activities was described as “bad,” with little interest shown. Changes noted –

Lectures – attendance often down to just 10%.

Films – supplied by YMCA and Travelling films Ltd.

Press review – ended.

English Instruction – almost ceased. The Interpreter was trying to encourage interest.

Religion – Protestant padre, Wm Gustav Holthaus, aged 37. Slight improvement in attendance at services.

12-15 August 1947 – Re-education survey. Strength; 0 officers, 1463 OR. This report was largely a repetition of the previous one.

Commandant:	Lt Col H N Burr, OBE.							Camp leader:	Hfw Adolf Stapel (B)
Interpreter:	S/Sgt Ernst Growald							Deputy C/L:	None
											German M.O.:	Unterarzt Dr Hans Schreiner (A).

The new Commandant was interested in re-education – that is not to say actively involved. 

The Interpreter continued to be unpopular. In the next report it was stated this was due to; “his Jewish extraction, and because of his attitude of self importance.”

In addition to the overall camp Leader, there was a leader for the Clapham Site; Ofw Karl Zimmer (B-). Aged 35, he was dismissed by the visitor as being; “Unimaginative, stupid.” 

Simplified screening figures were given; A 1  /  B 1462. Morale continued to be low.

English instruction - classes did not restart. 

Entertainment – A theatre group and a band “for jollification only without re-educational value.”

A wide range of sporting events was organized by the camp leader. However, it was repeated that he should be replaced as soon as possible.

Outside contacts – Many pows developed informal contacts with local families and work colleagues. Formal contacts were scant; visits by pows to Toc H, and a local church choir visited the camp.

21-24 October 1947 – Re-education survey. Strength; 1 officer, 1240 OR.

1 change to senior personnel; the Deputy C/L was Ofw Karl Zimmer (B-), previously recorded as site leader at Clapham.

Screening figures: A 1  /  B 1240. Figures for number of pows repatriated not available.

No improvement to morale, pows just wanted to go home.

The number of youth pows was stated to be 60%. There was no explanation for this, it is possible, but it may have been an error as in the next report it was down to 33%

Little change to activities. A wall newspaper was displayed with news headlines.

Information room – had started to display text and pictures on a theme, currently a ‘Press Exhibition.’

An English class had re-started.

Formal outside contacts continued to be meagre; Toc H, and visits to local courts and Council meetings.

28 October 1947 - The death of a pow on 20 October 1947, was raised in the House of Commons:

“Mr. Skeffington-Lodge asked the Secretary of State for War whether he will make a statement about the recent road accident in Bedfordshire in which one' prisoner of war from Clapham Camp was killed and four others injured, such statement to cover the arrangements he is making in the matter of compensation.

Mr. Shinwell - On 20th October a lorry driven by a civilian was transporting prisoners of war from their camp to their work when it became involved in a road accident near Bedford with a lorry belonging to the Women's Land Army. As a result of the accident five prisoners of war were injured and of these one has died in hospital. The inquest has been adjourned for 10 days. As regards compensation in respect of the prisoner of war who has died, I would refer my hon. Friend to the reply to Question No. 9 today. With regard to the prisoners of war who were injured, they will be dealt with under the scheme announced in reply to a Question by my hon. Friend the Member for Maldon (Mr. Driberg) on 1st July.

Mr. Quintin Hogg - With regard to this question of compensation, surely the refusal of the right hon. Gentleman is really repugnant to the dictates of civilised humanity? Were not these people who were killed Service men, no matter whether they were Hottentots or Germans, and are not their relatives entitled to compensation?
Mr. Shinwell - The principles of the Geneva Convention in this respect are universally applied. We cannot apply one system here and another system elsewhere. I have already said, in reply to an earlier Question, that I am reviewing certain aspects of this case.” (Hansard, 28 October 1947, Volume 443)

The pow killed was Willi Trzeba, German Navy, later re-interred at the Cannock Chase German Military Cemetery.

16/18 December 1947 – Re-educational Survey. Strength; 2 officers, 1514 OR.

Commandant:	Lt Col H N Burr, OBE.							Camp leader:	Hfw Adolf Stapel (B)
Interpreter:	None									Deputy C/L:	O/Fw Zimmer
											German M.O.:	Dr Vilmar

Camp leader Stapel had deferred his repatriation.

Political screening; A 2  /  B 1514.

Morale had improved as repatriations increased. The “sympathetic treatment” of the Commandant and 2nd i/c was appreciated. However, allegations were made by the pows of a hostile attitude by the Quarter Master Lt Stops. Most pows were politically apathetic, but the future of Germany was cause for concern.

33% were ‘youth’ pows.

All activities were affected by frequent movements of the pows in and out of the camp due to repatriations.

Library – 3920 books, a large increase resulting from the take over of Camp 72 as a satellite. 

Information room – the exhibition had not changed in 2 months. There was no heating in the room.

English instruction – no mention of any classes.

Religion – Protestant padre, Bluthard, from the satellite camp held services at the local church in Clapham and at the satellite. He was seen as a good influence. RC pows attended local services at Bedford.
Entertainments – a small theatre group of 6 men and an orchestra of 4 players at HQ. Sports activities continued. 

Formal outside contacts had slightly increased. 30 pows had visited Cambridge, but petrol shortages prevented others. 2 local theatre groups visited the camp.

17-20 February 1948 – Re-education survey. Strength; 1 officer, 950 OR.

No change to senior personnel.

Morale had improved to ‘good.’ Excellent relations with British staff, “extremely popular” Commandant, good relations with civilian population.

25% were ‘youth.’ They were reluctant to attend the special youth training course as they were earning money prior to repatriation at Clapham.

Newspapers – a reduced number of British papers were received as Welfare Funds had decreased.

Information room – the exhibition had changed to; ‘Britain, Country and People.’

Outside contacts – Small group visits to Model Parliament Debates in Bedford, Toc H, Trinity Church meetings, WEA and a local youth club. Visits to the camp made by the Dagenham Girl Pipers and YMCA Male choir.

20-23 April 1948 – Re-education survey. Strength; 2 officers, 379 OR.

1 change to senior personnel – there was no deputy C/L.

[bookmark: _Hlk208328649][bookmark: _Hlk218017639][bookmark: _Hlk194085265]A survey was conducted in camps still open at this time concerning pow attitudes to the British, (following a PID circular dated 25.2.1948). It was pointless, carried out far too late and in totally random ways. Some visitors simply gathered whoever was around and asked them to give a show of hands to the questions, some only asked a ‘selected’ group – most did not state how the data was gathered or the numbers involved. For what it is worth (nothing?) the results for Clapham were:

	Attitudes to British:
	Hate
	Dislike
	Distrust
	Indifference
	Benefit of doubt
	Liking

	
	nil
	nil
	50%
	40%
	10%
	nil



Resettlement officers were touring camps to discuss issues – none had visited Clapham.

The camp closed soon after this report.

Known Commandants:

1947 - Lt Col A B Rogers, MC, Kings Shropshire Light Infantry. Had been commandant with rank of Major at Pabo Hall Camp 119.
1947 - Lt Col H N Burr, OBE., from the King's Own Yorkshire Light Infantry

After the camp: There was a further brief mention of the camp and the future of the site in the House of Commons:

“Mr. Skeffington-Lodge asked the Minister of Works what decision has been reached regarding the future use of the camp at Clapham, Bedfordshire, previously in occupation by German prisoners of war.

Mr. Key - Part of Clapham Camp will be used by the Territorial Army, and the remainder will probably be used as a sorting depôt by the Ministry of Food.” (Hansard, 21 September 1948, Volume 456)

Further Information:

Prisoners of War in Bedfordshire – Stephen Risby – Amberley – 2011.

National Archives FO 1120/241 – Re-educational survey visit reports for camps 276 to 278. Dated 1 January 1946 – 31 December 1948

IWM have a copy of the magazine, dated May 1947. Ref LBY E.J. 428.

Camp numbers

	
	Open
	
	
	
	With other camps
	
	
	Unknown
	
	
	Not listed / not open
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	Pre 1947
	1/1947
	5/1947
	8/1947
	10/1947
	12/1947
	2/1948
	4/1948

	HQ
	
	407
	579
	458
	469
	317
	478
	134

	Twinwood 1
	
	200
	236
	223
	209
	186*
	
	

	Twinwood 2
	
	193
	203
	203
	174
	46*
	
	

	Twinwood 3.
	
	304
	336
	329
	280
	226*
	
	

	Twinwood 4.
	
	273
	272
	194
	
	
	
	

	Unnamed Hostel 5.
	
	177
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Turvey Workshops
	
	27
	25
	56
	52
	54
	46
	40

	Colmworth Sat
	Was C72
	363
	
	

	Tempsford
	With C269
	With C72
	120
	99
	

	Alderney
	
	
	
	
	
	14
	
	

	Ampthill
	Was C261
	Hostel with C270
	238
	158

	Billetees
	
	72
	?
	?
	57
	190
	90
	49

	Total
	-
	1653
	1651
	1463
	1241
	1516
	951
	381



* The figures for the 3 Twinwood hostels were mixed up, I believe this is the correct order.


Satellite camps –

Ampthill. Previously independent Camp 261, then a satellite for Luton Airport Camp 270.

2/1948 – Hostel leader; Fw Fleischmann; “satisfactory.” Bedford Library loaned books to the camp.

4/1948 – Camp leader; Adam Oberle.

	
	Pre 1947
	1/1947
	5/1947
	8/1947
	10/1947
	12/1947
	2/1948
	4/1948

	Ampthill
	Was C261
	Hostel with C270
	238
	158




Colmworth Satellite. Previously independent Ducks Cross Camp 72.

12/1947 – Officer i/c: Capt Ellis. Camp leader; Uffz Sobottka. A theatre group of 18 men and an orchestra of 6.

	
	Pre 1947
	1/1947
	5/1947
	8/1947
	10/1947
	12/1947
	2/1948
	4/1948

	Colmworth Sat
	Was C72
	363
	
	




Hostels

Alderney

12/1947 - No details at all given, other than listing 14 pows!

	
	Pre 1947
	1/1947
	5/1947
	8/1947
	10/1947
	12/1947
	2/1948
	4/1948

	Alderney
	
	
	
	
	
	14
	
	


Tempsford

12/1947 – Hostel leader; Fw Rumbler. He was leader when the hostel was administered by Ducks Cross Camp 72.

2/1948 – Hostel leader; Uffz Otto, “very young, but adequate.”

	
	Pre 1947
	1/1947
	5/1947
	8/1947
	10/1947
	12/1947
	2/1948
	4/1948

	Tempsford
	With C269
	With C72
	120
	99
	




Turvey Workshops

“On the other side, the railway station was also taken over, becoming a control and supply depot for foodstuffs. This location was used as a prisoner of war camp in the latter stages of the war.” https://www.turveyhistory.org.uk/

“My uncle was allocated a German p.o.w., from the camp at Turvey, to help on the farms. One winter Sunday we were at my uncle and aunts and she asked if we wanted to meet ‘Vanna.’ As a small child I was not sure this would be a good idea, Germans were the fierce enemy after all. Apparently Vanna lived in the garage and I was very apprehensive when, after putting our coats on against the freezing cold, we went outside and my uncle opened the garage door. I expected Vanna to bound out and probably, or at least try, to escape. Instead, here was a small man, sitting huddled in an army coat, over a paraffin stove. He looked up and half smiled, almost apologetically. I think he and my uncle exhanged a few words, and we left him there in the cold. My view of him changed and I asked why he wasn't in the house, given the weather. "Oh no, we couldn't do that", said my aunt, shocked, and some of my fear returned. Perhaps he'd kill them as they slept?

Vanna made me a full-size wooden rocking horse, painted dapple grey, handles like an extended bit protruding from its mouth and I rocked and rocked on this horse. The best toy I had and still loved it even when I'd gone flying over its head and hit the wall.

In later years Vanna (Werner Heister from Duren, near Cologne) would stay with my uncle and aunt (no longer in the garage) and they would go and stay with Werner in Germany turn and turn about. Today, I learnt from my cousin that ‘Vanna’ was only 17 when he came to England. I didn't know at the time there were rules against fraternisation.”
https://www.bbc.com/history/ww2peopleswar/stories/30/a4447730.shtml

5/1947 – Hostel leader, not named.

8/1947 – Hostel leader; Wm Franz Mohr (B), aged 27, salesman; “Efficient, sincerity doubtful.” Pows could attend HQ to view films. 12/1947 – same leader. 

2/1948 – Hostel leader; Uffz Roth.

4/1948 – no hostel leader listed.

	
	Pre 1947
	1/1947
	5/1947
	8/1947
	10/1947
	12/1947
	2/1948
	4/1948

	Turvey Workshops
	
	27
	25
	56
	52
	54
	46
	40





Twinwood hostels – believed to have been located around RAF Twinwood Farm.

Twinwood 1. 1 mile from HQ

1/1947 – Hostel leader: Erwin Brandenberg (B-). 5/1947 – same leader, aged 32, professional soldier. 12/1947 – same leader.

	
	Pre 1947
	1/1947
	5/1947
	8/1947
	10/1947
	12/1947
	2/1948
	4/1948

	Twinwood 1
	
	200
	236
	223
	209
	186*
	
	





Twinwood 2.
 
1/1947 – Hostel leader: Hubert Geist [or Geiss] (B). 5/1947 – same leader, aged 33, painter, member of the SA. “Quietly spoken – careful.”

8/1947 – Hostel leader; Friedrich Bertsch (B+), leather worker; “Very steady working class man and a good influence.” 12/1947 – same leader. This hostel was being used as a ‘repatriation hostel’ prior to the pows being sent to final camps and then shipped home.

	
	Pre 1947
	1/1947
	5/1947
	8/1947
	10/1947
	12/1947
	2/1948
	4/1948

	Twinwood 2
	
	193
	203
	203
	174
	46*
	
	




Twinwood 3.

1/1947 – Hostel leader: Paul Heinstein (B). 5/1947 – same leader, aged 32, a builder. 8/1947 – same leader; he was soon to be ‘released’ from this post on disciplinary grounds; “he had been guilty of thefts.”

10/1947 – Hostel leader; Ofw Erich Naumann (B), aged 38, regular soldier, had been a hostel leader at Luton Airport Camp 270. “A very capable man and popular with the Ps.W.”

12/1947 – Hostel leader; Fw Behrens

	
	Pre 1947
	1/1947
	5/1947
	8/1947
	10/1947
	12/1947
	2/1948
	4/1948

	Twinwood 3.
	
	304
	336
	329
	280
	226*
	
	




Twinwood 4. 

1/1947 – Hostel leader: Horst Schumann (B)

5/1947 – Hostel leader; Fw Kurt Sieber (B), aged 30, a baker; “Cheerful honest type.” 8/1947 – same leader.

Hostel closed soon after this report and the pows transferred to the HQ.

	
	Pre 1947
	1/1947
	5/1947
	8/1947
	10/1947
	12/1947
	2/1948
	4/1948

	Twinwood 4.
	
	273
	272
	194
	
	
	
	




Unnamed hostel 5. (Possibly Twinwood 5). Only listed as ‘Hostel 5.’
 
1/1947 – Hostel leader: Friedrich Bertach (B+)
[2]
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