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	[bookmark: _Hlk14514342]Prisoner of War Camps (1939 – 1948)  -  Project report by Roger J.C. Thomas - English Heritage 2003

	OS NGR
	Sheet
	No.
	Name & Location
	County
	Cond’n
	Type 1945
	Comments

	SP 0749 4616
	150
	277
	Recreation Ground, South Littleton, Evesham
	Worcestershire
	4
	German
Working Camp
	24 huts sited along the eastern and northern boundaries of the recreation ground.



[bookmark: _Hlk33976075]NOTE – Camp 277 (South Littleton) was used for a while as the postal address for Camp 665 (in Honeybourne) – however, they were separate camps in different locations.

	[image: ]Location: ‘Adkin’s Recreation Ground’ in South Littleton. Huts still shown on 1954 OS map.

1946 aerial photo - Aerial Photo | Historic England

Before the camp: Recreation ground.

Pow Camp: 

1945/6 – not certain when this site opened.



	Oversight and development of re-education activities and English teaching for German pows was carried out by PID (Political Intelligence Department of the Foreign Office) / COGA (Control Office for Germany and Austria – UK). Visits and reports were made. The standard of the reports varied greatly. The visitors took little interest, if any, in activities other than re-education. They rarely mentioned welfare, sports, games, pastimes, crafts, etc of the pows.
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	Ordnance Survey 1954


Spring 1946 – The administration of HQ 277 moved from Fladbury to this site.

[bookmark: _Hlk183611426]1946 – Additional intake of pows from camps in the USA and Canada. Most ex-US pows had low morale as they had been misinformed in the US that they were being repatriated. Instead, they found themselves in working camps in the UK. Pows from Canada were often C grade; they had been captured early in the war and many retained their Nazi ideology.

19/20 and 23/26 August 1946 – Re-education, screening and Interview pows for special training course. Strength; 1 officer (the M.O.), 1717 Other Ranks – in HQ, 8 hostels and billets. This was the 4th visit, but the first 3 records are not in the National Archive file.

Commandant:	Major F H Beastall							Camp leader:	Obfhr Siemens (A)
Interpreter:	S/Sgt Marshall								Deputy C/L:	Obwm Quael (B)	
Adjutant	Capt O’Brien								German M.O.:	Obstabsarzt Barthels (Unscreened).

Full cooperation was given for this visit. The Interpreter was noted to be, “very efficient.”

	Political screening:
	A
	B+
	B
	B-
	C
	Unscreened

	
	57
	38
	369
	17
	141
	1096



There were 3 candidates for the special pow training course at Wilton Park.

250 pows still accommodated in tents at HQ, all others in huts. Many pows were involved in shift work. 

Good morale except at Pershore. The camp administration was good and there were “lively” re-education activities. The usual negative factor was longing for repatriation. It was believed that most pows were making good political progress, but there were still some ‘black’ (Grade C = Nazis) pows who were subversive.

35% were ‘youth’ pows (under-25). They were not seen as a problem.

A committee of 6 pows controlled re-education activities, (later expanded). There had been a decrease in participation due to long hours for the fruit harvest. Some of the leading members had been discouraged by an article in the press which had stated they were not politically ready for repatriation – the visitor tried to convince them otherwise. The standard list of re-education activities was given:

Wochenpost / Ausblick – 400 / 20 copies respectively. 30 more Ausblick requested.

Newspapers – A range of British papers and weeklies, except at Pershore which only received 2. German and Swiss papers were being received.

Library – very poor, just 200 books, including text books.

Lectures – Regular at HQ, but infrequent at the hostels.

Discussion groups – held at all sites except Pershore.

Films – YMCA and COGA supplied fortnightly at HQ. Poor accommodation for showing films.

Wireless – Controlled by the camp leader, with loudspeakers in the dining hall and recreation room. There was a set in all hostels.

Camp magazine – 250 copies weekly, but this was to change to fortnightly.

Press review – A typed review sent to hostels twice a week.

English Instruction – Classes at all sites.

Other camp activities –

Religion – RC padre from nearby 665 pow company held weekly services. Protestants could attend local churches, but interest was small.

Education – Classes for French, physics, mathematics and agriculture. There was a shortage of text books.

Entertainment – There was a stage in the recreation room. Variety shows produced. There was a good, small orchestra. 

November 1946 - The use of camps 277 and 665 was questioned in the House of Commons:

“Mr. De la Bère asked the Minister of Works whether he will indicate the approximate date on which he will be de-requisitioning the Littleton Recreation Ground in Worcestershire; and what steps he is taking with the Ministry of Labour to make some other arrangement for the utilisation of the Honeybourne Camp for the Resettlement Corps.

“Mr. Tomlinson - I regret I cannot say when it will be possible to give up the ​ camp at Littleton, at present occupied by German prisoners of war doing agricultural work. As regards the second part of the Question, Honeybourne Camp is to be occupied for some time to come by members of the Polish Resettlement Corps.” (Hansard, 25 November 1946, Volume 430).

9/11 January 1947 – Re-education progress and screening. Strength; 1 officer, 1137 OR.

Commandant:	Lt Col McKevitt M.C.							Camp leader:	Fw Kuehn (B-)
Interpreter:	None									Deputy C/L:	Uffz Kortmann (B)	
											German M.O.:	Obstabsarzt Barthels (B-).

The new Commandant had no interest in re-education. Pows complained that he was imposing petty restrictions and was too militaristic.

The lack of an interpreter was hampering some activities.

Camp leader Kuehn was described as “vacillating and insincere” – the deputy as “weak and uninfluential.”

	Political screening:
	A
	B+
	B
	B-
	C
	Unscreened

	HQ
	10
	43
	117
	14
	40
	128

	Beckford
	1
	1
	3
	-
	2
	31

	Bowbrook House CRS
	1
	2
	9
	4
	1
	13

	Charlton
	3
	4
	27
	-
	12
	38

	Fladbury
	-
	15
	72
	10
	35
	84

	Pershore
	2
	9
	55
	14
	15
	62

	Stoulton
	-
	3
	24
	1
	5
	28

	Inkberrow
	-
	7
	27
	6
	2
	1

	Billets
	2
	20
	106
	11
	9
	9



147 pows were appealing against their political grades – the better the grade, the sooner repatriated, in theory. 315 pows repatriated to date.

Activities had been affected by the repatriation of many leading pows. There had been no entertainment at HQ during Christmas. Changes noted –

Newspapers – 6 German and Swiss papers were sent weekly by COGA.

Library – 485 books, about 100 dilapidated. Described as “adequate” – hardly with 1137 pows!

Camp magazine – temporarily ceased as the editor had been repatriated and there was a lack of paper.

Press review – weekly meetings at HQ.

Religion – 40 RC pows attended weekly services at Evesham. 20 protestant pows attended services in local churches held by a German NCO Chaplain, Gutzeit (A) 

Education – only English classes.

Entertainment – hostels had small theatre groups and orchestras, none at HQ. 
[image: ]
16 February 1947 – Camp magazine; Die Kieker : Zeitung des K.G. Lagers 277 - The Wiener Holocaust Library. (Kieker = Telescope or binoculars). 

Article – “Sensation of the week. These were the consequences of a break-in in South Littleton on January 31, 1947, for the German Police at Camp 277.

The following facts were established:
A man in gray was found...  A window had been smashed...  Two tablespoons full of blood were recovered.

The police deduced the following:
The burglar had a cut on his hand.
Every police officer was examined for cuts, but the officers in question were able to prove other causes for their injuries.

The police left us smiling after two visits; and thus our good reputation as "honest guests of England" remained untarnished.”

20/23 May 1947 – Re-education progress report. Strength; 1 officer, 1581 OR.

Commandant:	Lt Col McKevitt M.C.							Camp leader:	Ofw Kern (B)
Interpreter:	Capt Macarthy Main							Deputy C/L:	Uffz Dr Schmiedl (B)	
											German M.O.:	Stabsarzt Grosse (B-)

The Commandant was criticised for insisting on too rigid discipline, however, he was due to leave.

The new Interpreter was, “somewhat elderly, and although very friendly and obliging, is not particularly efficient.”

Camp leader Kern was a regular soldier; “honest, and well liked, sees the need for re-education.”

Deputy C/L Schmiedl was seen as “the camp’s outstanding personality and Study leader.” He had a degree in economics. 

	Political screening:
	A
	B+
	B
	B-
	Not known

	
	10
	200
	1018
	305
	49



The 49 not known are likely to have been the pows on attachment from Camp 102.

2 appeals pending against political grades. 316 pows repatriated to date – just 1 more than in January.

Morale was regarded as ‘Fair.’ Negative factors were listed as:
a) Failure of the Moscow Conference. Fear for the future of Germany.
b) Delays to repatriations.
c) 50/75 pows without work
d) Rigid discipline.

Positive factors – C graded pows being upgraded to B; camp activities; greater freedoms to leave the camp.

Changes to activities –

Library – 712 books, but 200 being repaired.

Discussion groups – small groups had started at HQ and most hostels.

Films – shows by YMCA (delayed for 4 weeks due to a broken projector) and Gaumont British. 

Camp magazine – resumed with paper supplied by COGA.

In April, 2 magazines had printed “mischievous and irresponsible cartoons” relating to political screening and Germany being divided by the allies. The editor showed these cartoons to the Interpreter, who surprisingly allowed them. The pow who drew the cartoons was called Schroeder (B-); “one of the Camp’s mischief makers, young, insolent and undisciplined – he is disliked by his fellow Ps/W and is at present serving a sentence of detention for escaping to Scotland where he was at large in civilian clothing for one week.” The matter was considered to have been cleared up.

Education – classes had restarted. Courses held for English, French, economics, carpentry, mechanics, agriculture, gardening, maths and ‘reading and elocution.’

Entertainment – An orchestra and theatre group being formed at HQ. Playscripts needed.

26/30 August 1947 – Re-education survey. Strength; 1 officer, 1658 OR.

Commandant:	Lt Col S J Gornall							Camp leader:	H/fw Paul Riehl (B)
Interpreter:	Lt Folger and S/Sgt Mielby						Deputy C/L:	Uffz Dr Walfried Schmiedl (B)	
											German M.O.:	Stabsarzt Friedrich Grosse (B-)

The new Commandant was interested in re-education, though he maintained “a fairly high standard of discipline.”

Lt Folger, the IO, was Polish and had been posted from 99 Pow Hospital; “his inferiority complex and lack of confidence prevents him from fully implementing his sincere and interested views.”

S/Sgt Mielby was Danish, he greatly assisted the welfare and re-education of pows and was popular with them.  

The new camp leader, aged 39, a regular soldier and postal official; “sensible, unassuming and popular.”

Deputy Schmiedl was “the brains” of the camp. He was a doctor of economics and “fought against apathy and for a better understanding of the democratic way of life.” (He was later described as “a bearded personality.”)

Simplified screening figures were given: A 2  /  B 1657.

Morale had noticeably improved due to more interest being shown by the British staff, greater freedoms allowed, and an excellent programme of visits to places such as Stratford-Upon-Avon. There were weekly meetings for the hostel leaders to discuss camp matters. Definite political progress was recorded.

25-30% of pows were ‘youth.’ An attempt to set up a Youth Committee had met with limited success.

Good weather and being able to leave camp were more attractive to most than attending camp activities. Changes –

Library – 930 books.

Lectures – mostly well attended. There were also lectures given by Deputy C/l  Dr Schmiedl.

Films – YMCA and Travelling Films Ltd.

Information room – newly opened to show exhibitions of text and pictures on a theme.

Education – classes had again ceased, due to repatriations and good weather.

Entertainment – Popular fortnightly gramophone concerts were held by Major Gorden (2nd i/c?).

Outside contacts –

Visits made to; Stratford upon Avon including 350 pows attending plays at the Stratford Memorial Theatre, Evesham Town Council meetings, a tour of Oxford University, and 150 pows attended a Salvation Army concert.

A rare mention of billetees – at 2 centres they were able to meet in a large room of a house provided by local civilians to see films, hear lectures and take part in discussions.

17-20 November 1947 – Re-education survey and Cultural contacts. Strength 2 officers (M.O.s), 1283 OR.

1 change to senior personnel – an additional M.O., S/Arzt Dr Karl Piklawka (B-)

	Political screening:
	A
	B+
	B
	B-

	
	2
	156
	904
	223



889 pows repatriated to date. High morale as repatriations speeded up.

‘Youth’ pows had fallen to 15%. Some attended local youth clubs. Not seen as a problem as; “the older Ps/W know how to deal with the impulsiveness of youth.”

Library - 1350 books. Steady increases were often due to the Swiss Red Cross sending books.

Wireless – 15 loudspeakers connected to the wireless and broadcasting system in HQ. All hostels had their own sets.

English Instruction – 40 pupils in 4 grades with 2 teacher. Some studying on their own.

Entertainment – A band with 9 members playing light and dance music; “but not swing, which is not in favour, neither is this type of music tolerated on the radio.” A choir of 14 sang in local churches.

Outside contacts;
Evesham Grammar School – English, German, French and music links. Stoulton Village  and Pershore Schools.
Evesham Salvation Army. Society of Friends. Local churches
Evesham Town Council.
Birmingham University students

7/9 January 1948 - Re-education survey and Cultural contacts. Strength; 2 officers, 1053 OR.

Just 1 change to senior personnel – I.O. Lt Folger had been demobilised.

The Commandant was absent, in hospital. S/Sgt Mielby was not involved in re-education activities.

1510 pows repatriated to date.

100 of what were considered to be the ‘worst’ pows were transferred to Hampton Lovett Camp 54; “there is now a more democratic and peaceful outlook.” 50 pows had been ‘civilianized’ to settle in the UK and 100 more had applied.

There were almost no changes to the camp activities. Outside contacts continued to be a major strength within this camp. Though the theatre group had disbanded due to repatriations, concerts were given by the pow orchestra at various venues.

17/20 February 1948 - Re-education survey, Cultural contacts and interviews for training / youth courses. Strength; 2 officers, 759 OR.

No change to senior personnel.

1711 pows repatriated to date.

There were 4 candidates for Wilton Park training course and 4 for the Youth Camp.

All activities had decreased, the camp magazine and orchestra had ceased. There were just 16 pupils studying in English classes. The choir at Honeybourne continued with a reduced number.

The camp closed shortly after this final report. 

Known Commandants:	
1946 - Major F H Beastall, later recorded at Glandulas Camp 101.
1947 - Lt Col McKevitt M.C.
1947 - Lt Col S J G Gornall	

After the camp: Reverted back to a recreation ground.

Further Information:

National Archives FO 1120/241 – Re-educational survey visit reports for camps 276 to 278. Dated 1 January 1946 – 31 December 1948. Used above.

IWM have a copy of the camp newspaper dated March / Easter 1947. Catalogue LBY E.J.372



Camp numbers

	
	Open
	
	
	
	With other camps
	
	
	Unknown
	
	
	Not listed / not open



	[bookmark: _Hlk220242263]
	
	8/1946
	1/1947
	5/1947
	8/1947
	11/1947
	1/1948
	2/1948
	

	HQ
	
	550
	352
	371 (1)
	350
	300
	367
	241
	

	Beckford
	
	43
	38
	42
	28
	26
	
	
	

	Bowbrook H CRS
	
	13
	30
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Charlton
	With C54
	120
	84
	93
	82
	71
	49
	30
	

	Fladbury
	Was HQ 277
	270
	216
	258
	243
	183
	145
	102
	

	Harvington
	
	77
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Pershore
	With C54 + ?
	346
	157
	220
	350
	220
	162
	118
	

	Pitchill
	With C54
	41
	With C31

	Stoulton
	With C54
	82
	61
	74
	77
	62
	
	
	

	Honeybourne
	Was C665
	254
	293
	202
	163
	184
	

	Honeybourne CRS
	
	
	
	26
	?
	18
	23
	12
	

	Inkberrow
	With C54
	43
	50
	55
	47
	31
	
	

	Billetees
	
	136
	157
	145
	181
	156
	115
	74
	

	Total
	
	1718
	1138
	1582
	1659
	1285
	1055
	761
	



1 + 49 attached from camp 102.     



Hostels

Beckford, 11 miles from HQ.

8/1946 – Hostel leader; Uffz Miehe (B-)

1/1947 – Hostel leader; Fw Budde (A)

5/1947 – Hostel leader; Uffz Heyo Kaufmann (B+). 11/1947 – same leader.

	
	
	8/1946
	1/1947
	5/1947
	8/1947
	11/1947
	1/1948
	2/1948
	

	Beckford
	
	43
	38
	42
	28
	26
	
	
	




Bowbrook House CRS, 11 miles from HQ. CRS = Casualty Reception Station; a medical centre.

After use as a medical centre, it was used for a short while to house European Voluntary Workers.

	
	
	8/1946
	1/1947
	5/1947
	8/1947
	11/1947
	1/1948
	2/1948
	

	Bowbrook H CRS
	
	13
	30
	
	
	
	
	
	







Charlton, 7 miles from HQ. Charlton House was located at SP 009 457.

8/1946 – Hostel leader; Uffz Leoplold (B+)

1/1947 – Hostel leader; Ogefr Steinmetz (B) 5/1947 – same leader.

8/1947 – Hostel leader; Uffz Dr Ludwig Mayer (B+), former interpreter, “an outstanding acquisition. Intelligent and sincere… middle-aged doctor of economics and chartered accountant.” 11/1947 – same leader.

1/1948 – Hostel leader; Gefr Helmut Boehme (B+). 2/1948 – same leader.

	
	
	8/1946
	1/1947
	5/1947
	8/1947
	11/1947
	1/1948
	2/1948
	

	Charlton
	With C54
	120
	84
	93
	82
	71
	49
	30
	




Fladbury, 6 miles from HQ

8/1946 – Hostel leader; Obegfr Winkler (B)

1/1947 – Hostel leader; Uffz Krueger (B). 5/1947 – same leader.

8/1947 – Hostel leader; Uffz Willi Hartmann (B-), aged 27, a clerk, spoke good English; “politically nondescript, but considered reliable by the British staff.” 2/1948 – same leader.

	
	
	8/1946
	1/1947
	5/1947
	8/1947
	11/1947
	1/1948
	2/1948
	

	Fladbury
	Was HQ 277
	270
	216
	258
	243
	183
	145
	102
	


[image: ]

Harvington, 7 miles from HQ.

Worcestershire HER WSM36678: NGR SP 0482 4949; “A single building was initially built to house conscientious objectors, then later used as a German pow camp. Demolished post war and replaced with housing.”

8/1946 – Hostel leader; Obfw Kuehler (B)

	
	
	8/1946
	1/1947
	5/1947
	8/1947
	11/1947
	1/1948
	2/1948
	

	Harvington
	
	77
	
	
	
	
	
	
	





Honeybourne (called Stoneybourne in May 1947). Previously 665 Company. 2 miles from HQ.

5/1947 – Hostel leader; Fw Max Martens (B); “tactfully combines discipline with good treatment and encourages re-education to the utmost.” 8/1947 – same leader.

Issues arose from a “self-elected leader” of RC pows. He issued a RC News Bulletin which had been okay when restricted to religious matters. He then published an article criticising holding pows in the UK. The visitor ‘interviewed’ the pow concerned and further articles were restricted, it did not say if this was a total ban on the publication.

11/1947 – same leader. The hostel had its own chapel and a theatre group. 

1/1948 – Hostel leader; Uffz Erich Bartl (B-), aged 25, newly appointed after attendance at Wilton Park special training centre. 2/1948 – same leader.

	
	
	8/1946
	1/1947
	5/1947
	8/1947
	11/1947
	1/1948
	2/1948
	

	Honeybourne
	Was C665
	254
	293
	202
	163
	184
	





Honeybourne CRS

Appears to have started as Bowbrook House CRS was closed.

	
	
	8/1946
	1/1947
	5/1947
	8/1947
	11/1947
	1/1948
	2/1948
	

	Honeybourne CRS
	
	
	
	26
	?
	18
	23
	12
	




Inkberrow – 

1/1947 – Hostel leader; Fw Tietze (B), he had been leader when hostel administered by C54. 5/1947 – same leader.

8/1947 – Hostel leader; OGefr Scholz (B), aged 26, a clerk; “very popular with his comrades, and despite his slight opportunism, is active and reliable.”

Rev Harris of the Baptist Church and Mr Savage, a local baker, helped by providing radio, books, papers, etc.

1/1948 – same leader.

	
	
	8/1946
	1/1947
	5/1947
	8/1947
	11/1947
	1/1948
	2/1948
	

	Inkberrow
	With C54
	43
	50
	55
	47
	31
	
	




Pershore, 10 miles from HQ

8/1946 – Hostel taken over from Hampton Lovett Camp 54 (possibly another camp), it contained Canadian and USA intakes. Hostel leader; Uffz von Killisch-Horn (B).

[bookmark: _Hlk220952944]Low morale noted due to poor accommodation and few recreation activities. Pows were housed in old racecourse buildings and storage huts. Many of the Canadian pows, having been captured early in the war, had retained their Nazi ideology and there was friction between them and pows captured later. 

1/1947 – Hostel leader; Ostm Schneider (B+), “a sound type.”

5/1947 – Hostel leader; Uffz Biesecke (B-); “young, intelligent war correspondent captured in Africa…. Honest and sincere, he clashes occasionally with the British staff owing to his bluntness… but has the nest interests of the Ps/W at heart.” 

8/1947 – Hostel leader; San.Fw Christian Wallauer (B-), young medical student; “slightly misleading supercilious manner… trying hard to make a good impression… and certainly has the welfare of the Ps/W at heart.” 11/1947 – same leader.

1/1948 – Hostel leader; Uffz Kurt Haupt (B), “a harmless individual.” He had for a while been ‘frozen’ while his background was investigated – now unfrozen.

2/1948 – Hostel leader; Gefr Karl Rogler (B), aged 23, clerk; “neither impressive, intelligent not particularly truthful.”

	
	
	8/1946
	1/1947
	5/1947
	8/1947
	11/1947
	1/1948
	2/1948
	

	Pershore
	With C54 + ?
	346
	157
	220
	350
	220
	162
	118
	




Pitchill, 8 miles from HQ.

8/1946 – Hostel leader; Obfw Gregor (B+). He had been leader when the hostel was administered by C54, and continued with C31.

	
	
	8/1946
	1/1947
	5/1947
	8/1947
	11/1947
	1/1948
	2/1948
	

	Pitchill
	With C54
	41
	With C31






Stoulton, 12 miles from HQ. SO 918 496.

8/1946 – Hostel leader; Utfw Andreas Kluegel (Unscreened). 1/1947 – same leader, and still unscreened. 5/1947 - same leader (B); “very active, honest… would benefit by tempering his undoubted forthrightness with diplomacy.” 8/1947 – same leader (B).

The local vicar, Rev Morgan, gave English classes, talks and supplied books and magazines.

11/1947 – same leader.

	
	
	8/1946
	1/1947
	5/1947
	8/1947
	11/1947
	1/1948
	2/1948
	

	Stoulton
	With C54
	82
	61
	74
	77
	62
	
	
	




[2]

image2.JPG




image3.emf



image4.jpg




image1.jpg




