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	OS NGR
	Sheet
	No.
	Name & Location
	County
	Cond’n
	Type 1945
	Comments

	SX 963 941
	192
	276 /276a
	Nissen (Nisson) Creek, Pinhoe, Exeter
	Devon
	5
	German Working Camp
	



	Location: Pinhoe is just NE of Exeter.

There was a camp called ‘Nissen Creek’ which was a temporary accommodation camp for the WAAF at SX 968 956 about 1.5km NE of the POW camp. A Pinhoe hostel was listed with Bampton Road Camp 92 in September 1945. Either of these 2 hostels may have been hostel 276a.

Before the camp: Farmland

Pow Camp: 
[bookmark: _Hlk192846461]
25 May 1946 – Nissen Creek was opened as a hostel administered by Dymonds Farm Camp 276; “a well laid out hutted camp, electrically lit in pleasant surrounding and with excellent and ample accommodation. Formerly an RAF camp. PW originate from the Channel Islands except for some 20 previously in USA, transferred from HQ.”

	Oversight and development of re-education activities and English teaching for German pows was carried out by PID (Political Intelligence Department of the Foreign Office) / COGA (Control Office for Germany and Austria – UK). Visits and reports were made. The standard of the reports varied greatly. The visitors took little interest, if any, in activities other than re-education. They rarely mentioned welfare, sports, games, pastimes, crafts, etc of the pows. If there were still Italian pows in hostels, they were usually ignored by PID.



	[image: ]

	
	Ordnance Survey 1963



Between July 1946 / April 1947 – Dymonds Farm Camp became a hostel, and Nissen Creek hostel became the administrative HQ Camp 276.

14 to 17 April 1947 – Survey of re-education. Strength; 1 officer, (the M.O.), 1318 Other Ranks.

Commandant:	Lt Col Hunter-Blair							Camp leader:	Staab (A)
Interpreter:	S/Sgt Kessler								Deputy C/L:	Keune (B+)
											German M.O.:	O/Arzt Pracht (B+)

The Commandant was due to retire. He was mostly “cold and aloof” during this visit.

S/Sgt Kessler had been Interpreter at Dymonds Farm; “exceptionally good,” but due to leave in 6 weeks.

Camp leader Staab, “excellent all round,” due for repatriation.

	Political screening:
	A
	B
	C
	C+

	
	76
	1237
	4
	1 *



* I am sure this was meant to be C-, the lowest grade.
5 pows were appealing against their political grades; the better the grade the sooner repatriated. Strangely they were all in hospital and no appeals were registered for any other pow. c.240 pows repatriated to date.

“Unusually good” living conditions were noted. Negative factors for morale were recorded as; high price of cigarettes, bad news from home, some pows had received no news at all, thefts from pows at Munster Lager when being repatriated, (sadly reported many times). 40% of the pows had served on the Channel Islands, they believed they had been promised early repatriation when they had surrendered.

30% of pows were ‘youth’ (under 25). They were not seen as a special problem.

The standard list of re-education activities was given –

Wochenpost and Ausblick – separate appendix.

Newspapers – Pows could subscribe to any newspaper with the Welfare Fund paying half. Some German papers were sent by COGA. Some pows were sent papers direct from Germany.

Library – too many English books, too few light novels. Some pows purchased books from the Heinrich Heine Club, but many were considered to have a pro-Russian bias. Others, “(e.g. Das Laecheln der Mona Lisa) are considered as pornographic, and unsuited to psW.” [How times change!]

Lectures – regular.

Discussion groups – none listed for HQ, some hostels held small groups.

Films – supplied by YMCA and Gaumont British fortnightly. Two hostels were not visited as they did not have electric supply.

Wireless – sets were old and unsatisfactory.

Camp magazine – 12 pages issued monthly with a small print run of 85.

Press review – a weekly review only noted for Sandridge.

English instruction – Separate appendix.

Information room – None.

Other camp activities –

Religion – Protestant padre Mueller (B+); “an excellent fellow.” Hugo Zettel, a naturalised British civilian padre visited RC pows. Pows able to attend local churches.  

Education – “few organised classes.” YMCA vocational books had been ordered.

Entertainment – Theatre groups at Dymonds Farm and Sandridge. Transport difficulties prevented hostel visits. Exeter FC allowed pows to attend their matches.

10 / 11 June 1947 – Re-education survey. Strength; 1 officer, 1245 OR.

Commandant:	Lt Col Oxley KRRC							Camp leader:	Wilhelm Karp (B-)
Interpreter:	Private Joseph Tomaschoff						Deputy C/L:	Robert Winter (B)
Adjutant:	Capt Humphreys							German M.O.:	St/Arzt Pracht (B+)

British staff had no interest in re-education. The British NCO’s were seen as overly militaristic and complaints were raised by the pows. 

Camp Leader Karp was appointed 6 weeks earlier. The visitor was not impressed by him; “he is shifty but attempting to make the grade.”

Simplified screening figures were given; A 11  /  B 1229  /  C 6. 37 pows were appealing against their grades. 300 pows repatriated since February.

Better weather and greater freedoms to leave camp in free time, competed with camp activities. Changes to activities –

Discussion groups – had slackened off, partly due to the departure of the previous Interpreter. At HQ only 2 pows turned up to a meeting; the hostels had slightly better attendances.
Press reviews – held weekly at HQ and hostels.

Films – Unsatisfactory. Too many old films. Free documentary films from the Central Office of Information (COI) had started and were appreciated.

Religion – some joint services with local civilians had been held.

Entertainment – 2 theatre groups. A choir performed with a Salvation Army band. An orchestra. Great interest in indoor and outdoor games.

Education – small classes for chemistry, mathematics, agriculture, French and Spanish. 

Outside contacts – visits to Buckfast Abbey, Exeter Society of Friends, YMCA and Salvation Army in Torquay.

Visits made to the camp – Society of Friends; Fr Hugo Zettel from Buckfast Abbey; a local priest at Poltimore; and a female student from Hamburg with a German professor from Exeter University.

15, 16, 18 and 19 August 1947 – Re-education survey. Strength; 1 officer, 908 OR. 300 pows had been drafted to Scotland.

The Commandant was taking an interest in re-education and had made many improvements in the camp. 

The Interpreter had been promoted to S/Sgt and was showing himself to be capable.

Camp leader Karp was still in place and proving to be better than expected, though he was described as, “still too oily in his manner.”

The German M.O. was based at Dymonds Farm.

Simplified screening figures were given: A 1  /  B 908. 721 pows repatriated to date. 

Morale had “improved beyond all expectation,” with credit given to the Commandant and to increased repatriations. The military atmosphere of the camp had ‘disappeared.’ 

Some re-education activities had declined, but for the pows this, “can hardly be blamed when they prefer Devon’s tempting beaches to a stuffy Nissen hut.” Changes noted –

Newspapers – a good supply of British and German papers were arriving.

Library – 1277 books; “ample.”

Films – Free entrance was given for COI films. 2d was charged by YMCA (3d stated in other camps); 6d for Army Kinema Corporation films. Pows were able to attend 3 cinemas in Exeter.

Education – all classes had ended during summer.

Entertainment – the theatre groups had ceased during summer. “Exchanges in the field of entertainment or sport have taken place with 42 and 92 camps.” [42 = Exhibition Field camp; 92 = Bampton Road camp].

Pows developed informal links with local civilians. Many formal contacts with Exeter, in particular – Quakers’ Reading Room; YMCA; Salvation Army; evening classes; Toc H; tours led by a German teacher. More were hoped to be developed.

7-10 October 1947 – Routine re-education survey. Strength; 1 officer, 642 OR.

1 change to senior personnel; a new Deputy C/L; Keune (B).

The camp was expected to close soon. The Commandant was due to leave. The Interpreter was away on loan to BAOR.

Screening figures: a 1  /  B 642. 801 pows repatriated to date.

Good morale recorded due to relaxation of restrictions and the popular Commandant.

All activities were similar to the previous report. It was regretted that this camp was due to close and be taken over by a different camp. It was expected that the administration would transfer to Bampton Road Camp 92, but, although some hostels were transferred, the HQ for Camp 276 was transferred back to Dymonds Farm.

Late October / early November 1947 – No further entries for the Nissen Creek site. The HQ Camp 276 was transferred back to Dymonds Farm with some staff (including the Interpreter and camp leader), and pows. Some hostel administrations were transferred to other camps.

Known Camp Commandants 
1947 Lt Col D W Hunter-Blair, from the Gordon Highlanders.
1947 Lt Col Oxley Kings Royal Rifle Corps.
[image: ]
<1947 pow postcard.

After the camp: 2020 recreation ground / residential.

Further Information:

National Archives -
FO 1120/240 – Re-educational survey visit reports for camps 266 to 276. Dated 1 January 1946 – 31 December 1948. 1 report 10/1947, used above.

FO 1120/241 – Re-educational survey visit reports for camps 276 to 278. Dated 1 January 1946 – 31 December 1948. Used above.

IWM – ‘Private Papers of W G Torr.’ “Official and private correspondence dating mainly from 1946-1948 (c40 items) concerning William Torr’s work as a Society of Friends Welfare Visitor at POW camps in the Exeter area, in particular Camp 276 at Dymonds Farm, later at Pinhoe, including: official letters and documents from the Friends Committee for Refugees and Aliens.” Catalogue Documents.16615.

Camp numbers

	
	Open
	
	
	With other camps
	
	
	Unknown
	
	
	Not listed / not open
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	7/1946
	4/1947
	6/1947
	8/1947
	10/1947
	

	Nissen Creek
	With Dymonds Farm – 259 pows
	134
	114
	126
	86
	-

	Dymonds Farm
	Was HQ 276 - 277 pows
	257
	265
	285
	234
	HQ 276 again 

	Barton Bridge
	With Dymonds Farm – 97 pows
	57
	58
	2
	
	

	Froyle House
	With Dymonds Farm – 303 pows
	202
	149
	114
	104
	

	Nadderwater
	With Dymonds Farm – 121 pows
	82
	68
	81
	67
	With C92

	Poltimore
	With Dymonds Farm – 43 pows
	41
	55
	2
	
	

	Sidford
	With Dymonds Farm – 63 pows
	36
	25
	
	
	

	Teignmouth
	With Dymonds Farm – 48 pows
	16
	16
	2
	
	

	Whiteways, Chudleigh
	With Dymonds Farm – 124 pows
	96
	100
	118
	98
	With C92

	Sandridge
	
	397
	353
	125
	
	

	Billetees
	43
	?
	43
	54
	54
	-

	Total
	1361
	1318
	1246
	909
	643
	-




Hostels

Barton Bridge, Torquay.

4/1947 – Hostel leader; Hornlein (B+)

6/1947 – Hostel leader: Paul Ewart (B)

	
	7/1946
	4/1947
	6/1947
	8/1947
	10/1947
	

	Barton Bridge
	With Dymonds Farm – 97 pows
	57
	58
	2
	
	




Dymonds Farm. Previously HQ 276.

4/1947 – Hostel leader; Dohmen (B+). 8/1947 – same leader.

10/1947 – Hostel leader, Ehlers, he had been leader at Teignmouth.

Late 1947 – Became HQ for 276 again. 

	
	7/1946
	4/1947
	6/1947
	8/1947
	10/1947
	

	Dymonds Farm
	Was HQ 276 - 277 pows
	257
	265
	285
	234
	HQ 276




Froyle House, “A large house in Torquay.” NGR SU 753 427

4/1947 – Hostel leader; Herden (B); “useless from every angle.” Due to be replaced.

6/1947 – Hostel leader: Schrader (B). 10/1947 – same leader.

	
	7/1946
	4/1947
	6/1947
	8/1947
	10/1947
	

	Froyle House
	With Dymonds Farm – 303 pows
	202
	149
	114
	104
	




Nadderwater, Nr Exeter.

4/1947 – Hostel leader; Bellerscheim (B+). 10/1947 – same leader. No electricity, and problems getting batteries for the wireless.

	
	7/1946
	4/1947
	6/1947
	8/1947
	10/1947
	

	Nadderwater
	With Dymonds Farm – 121 pows
	82
	68
	81
	67
	With C92




Poltimore, nr Exeter. Memories place it in Poltimore Park

4/1947 – Hostel leader; Apelt (B)

6/1947 – Hostel leader: Gielow (B-)

	
	7/1946
	4/1947
	6/1947
	8/1947
	10/1947
	

	Poltimore
	With Dymonds Farm – 43 pows
	41
	55
	2
	
	






Sandridge Park, Stoke Gabriel. SX 858 565.

“A military camp of Second World War date is visible as a range of structures on aerial photographs of 1944 onwards and on digital images derived from aerial photographs taken in 2006 at Sandridge. The camp occupies a total area of approximately 2.7 hectares of land set within the grounds at Sandridge. The camp comprises a concentration of approximately 77 Nissen huts with a track way providing access from the camp towards the slipway, located approximately 500m to the west. The camp remains largely complete and in use on aerial photographs of 1946, although has been largely cleared by 1951, although a few remaining structures, building platforms and negative parchmarks of former structures are still visible. …By 2012, all former traces of the camp have been cleared.” Hegarty, C. + Knight, S. + Sims, R., 2013-2014, South Devon Coast Rapid Coastal Zone Assessment Survey National Mapping Programme Project (Interpretation). SDV351146.

Called Stoke Gabriel when listed under Dymonds Farm.

4/1947 – Hostel leader; Ewert (B+); “good choice… Keen and able.” 8/1947 – same leader. 

	
	7/1946
	4/1947
	6/1947
	8/1947
	10/1947
	

	Sandridge
	
	397
	353
	125
	
	




Sidford, nr Sidmouth, 

4/1947 – Hostel leader; Bachmann (B).

6/1947 – Hostel leader: Bantle (B-).

	
	7/1946
	4/1947
	6/1947
	8/1947
	10/1947
	

	Sidford
	With Dymonds Farm – 63 pows
	36
	25
	
	
	




Teignmouth, 

7/1946 – Hostel leader; O/Maat Hans Ehlers (B). A ‘quiet’ hostel considered to have good morale. 6/1947 – same leader.

	
	7/1946
	4/1947
	6/1947
	8/1947
	10/1947
	

	Teignmouth
	With Dymonds Farm – 48 pows
	16
	16
	2
	
	




Whiteways, Chudleigh, 14 miles from HQ.

4/1947 – Hostel leader; Rosprich (B). 8/1947 – same leader. An undisclosed problem between British staff and the pows had been sorted out. No electricity, and problems getting batteries for the wireless.

10/1947 – Hostel leader; Robert Winter (B), he had been deputy camp leader.

	
	7/1946
	4/1947
	6/1947
	8/1947
	10/1947
	

	Whiteways, Chudleigh
	With Dymonds Farm – 124 pows
	96
	100
	118
	98
	With C92
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