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	OS NGR
	Sheet
	No.
	Name & Location
	County
	Cond’n
	Type 1945
	Comments

	SX 986 927
	192
	76
	Dymond's Farm, Clyst Honiton, Exeter
	Devon
	4
	
	



The camp number recorded by English Heritage above is incorrect – in archived lists and reports it is only referred to as Camp 276. From 1942/3 to 1948, Camp 76 was Merrythought Camp in Cumberland.  

	Location: Bishop Courts Lane. 2km to the E of Exeter.

Before the camp: A farm
[image: ]Pow Camp: Entries for Devon and Dartmoor HER: MDV52962: “Dymond’s Farm Prisoner of War Camp is visible as a range of structures on aerial photographs of 1944 onwards, off Bishop’s Court Lane. The site occupies an area of approximately 2.62 hectares of agricultural land and is accessed from Bishop’s Court Lane to the north. It comprises a concentration of Nissen huts arranged in a rectangular pattern, as well as a number of other huts and structures dispersed to the west and north of these and interconnected by a series of trackways. The Prisoner of War camp remains relatively unchanged on aerial photographs of 1947, although by 1957 the site of the former camp has been largely cleared and has been partly given over to a plantation, although three Nissen huts remain extant. The ordnance Survey 2015 MasterMap show two Nissen huts are extant at the former entrance into the camp and now lie within the grounds of Oakview house. A third Nissen hut to the southeast of the plantation and mentioned elsewhere in this record has been demolished and replaced by a new agricultural building.
	[image: ]

	
	Ordnance Survey 1963



…Originated as additional accommodation for bomber crews operating from RAF Exeter during D-Day operation. Then became POW camp for German prisoners during the Normandy campaign. Still in use in 1948 with POWs labouring on nearby farms.”

1944 / 1945 – Camp opened

1946 – Additional intake of many pows from camps in the USA. Most had very low morale as they had been misinformed in the US that they were being repatriated. Instead, they found themselves in working camps in the UK. Another large group of pows had served in the Channel Islands.
[bookmark: _Hlk192846461]
	Oversight and development of re-education activities and English teaching for German pows was carried out by PID (Political Intelligence Department of the Foreign Office) / COGA (Control Office for Germany and Austria – UK). Visits and reports were made. The standard of the reports varied greatly. The visitors took little interest, if any, in activities other than re-education. They rarely mentioned welfare, sports, games, pastimes, crafts, etc of the pows.



2 / 5 July 1946 – Report on Re-education and Progress. Strength; 1 officer (the M.O.), 1360 Other Ranks in HQ, 10 hostels and billets. This was the 3rd PID visit, but the first 2 reports are not in the NA file.

Commandant:	Major A E Machin							Camp leader:	O/Gefr August Drinkow (A+)
Interpreter:	S/Sgt Kessler								Deputy C/L:	Uffz Fritz Christiani (B+)
											German M.O.:	St.Arzt Dr Sieg Pracht (B+)
Major Machin was co-operative, but not active in re-education. 

The Interpreter had previously worked at Camp 407. He was of Polish nationality and; “his parents were murdered by the Germans. He is sound, capable and energetic, speaks German fluently and has a good understanding of German mentality.” He had not yet visited the hostels due to transport difficulties, which also affected other activities.

Camp leader Drinkow, aged 38, had been a member of the SPD – “Is unable or unwilling to recognise the deterioration in morale which he has failed to control or report. Not suitable as camp leader. The Commandant agrees…”

Deputy leader Christiani, aged 27, had been in the Hitler Youth and then the S.A. Previously held in a camp in the USA. It was recommended that he should be removed.

Other personnel were also causing concern. The chairman of the political committee, Gefr Heinrich Beetz, was suspected as causing unrest. The pow i/c re-education was diagnosed by the M.O. as having a mental disorder and recommended for medical repatriation.

	Political screening:
	A+
	A
	A-
	B+
	B
	B-
	C
	C+
	Unscreened

	
	3
	161
	2
	231
	522
	166
	94
	2
	180



Hostel leaders had been elected by secret ballot subject to confirmation by the Commandant. This had not worked out well as it was open to manipulation by ‘trouble-makers.’ There was a political committee (“Camp Parliament”) at HQ to direct activities. This committee had instigated the removal of the previous camp leader (no further details given). 

There had been a deterioration in morale, especially at HQ. One reason (partly, but not wholly true) were rumours that former Nazis and officers were at home and in their former jobs, while Other Ranks and anti-Nazis were still held captive. 

A spokesman regarding these complaints was Gefr Oscar Fass (A-). He had left Germany for France, served in the French army for 5 years and had spent 2 years at Buchenwald Concentration Camp – it does not say so, but presumably after that he served in the Germany armed forces. However, it was believed that there were others in the camp who were leading a deliberate fostering of unrest.

31% of pows were ‘Youth’ (under 25). They were not considered to be a special problem.

Re-education was regarded as pointless by many of the pows. The standard list of activities was given:

Wochenpost and Ausblick – 150 / 75 copies respectively.

Newspapers – Very poor. No English papers received. 6/8 German papers supplied, but only from the British and American zones.

Library - Inadequate, only 350 books.

Lectures – regular visitors to HQ and most of the hostels.

Discussion groups – no separate groups, only held after some lectures.

Films – PID and YMCA supplied films shown fortnightly at HQ, Torquay and Teignmouth. Only YMCA films at other hostels.

Wireless – Sets at HQ and Chudleigh could not receive foreign stations. New sets were being purchased for the other hostels.

Camp magazine – started 3 months earlier. 250/300 copies monthly.

English instruction – 74 beginners and 61 advanced, with 8 teachers.

Other camp activities -

Religion – Protestant padre, San/Fw Richard Mueller (B), newly arrived, previously served in Guernsey; “a pleasant manner and should prove satisfactory.” Services for Protestants and RC held irregularly by local clergy and priests from Buckfast Abbey – “they have been inadequate.”

Education – classes for agriculture, industry and administration.

Entertainment – small orchestras and theatre groups at HQ, Sidford, Froyle House and Chudleigh, providing light entertainment.

In the report’s conclusions it was stated that the unrest must be tackled immediately by transferring pow trouble-makers – a list of 14 pows was submitted.

[bookmark: _Hlk220241390]Between July 1946 / Summer 1947 – Dymonds Farm Camp became a hostel, and Nissen Creek hostel became the administrative HQ for 276.

24/27 November 1947 – Re-organise and re-education check. Strength; 1 officer, 325 OR in HQ and billets, no hostels.

The HQ for Camp 276 had returned to Dymonds Farm from Nissen Creek. 

Commandant:	Major Munns, RA.							Camp leader:	Wilhelm Karp (B-)
Interpreter:	S/Sgt Tomaschoff							Deputy C/L:	Hans Ehlers (B+)
2nd I/c:		Lt Page									German M.O.:	St.Arzt Dr Sieg Pracht (B+)

The new Commandant had worked in a different (unnamed) camp, but the visitor thought he, “has no feeling for or understanding of re-education.” However, he was not obstructive and was popular with the pows.

The Interpreter had been based at Nissens Creek; “extremely efficient, a helpful re-educationalist and a useful man.” 

The camp leader had been leader at Nissens Creek. The deputy had been a hostel leader.

Political screening: A 1  /  B 325. 811 pows repatriated to date from Nissen Creek / Dymonds Farm.

Morale was recorded as, “very changeable, but… definitely on the upward trend.” Positive factors were new repatriations, Christmas approaching, the Commandant, and good relations with the local population. A negative factor was the “wretched state of the Nissen huts and camp installations.” Most pows were cynical regarding politics.

35-40% were ‘youth’ pows. They were not seen as a problem.

Outside contacts – a wide range including; YMCA, WEA, Exeter Council, Toc H, Society of Friends, Salvation Army and Young Farmers Clubs. Youth pows could attend Southerhay Congregational Church Youth Group meetings.

Camp activities had declined, partly due to the transfer of HQ. Changes noted –

Newspapers – Supply of English papers was satisfactory. German papers were received by individual pows – no mention of COGA supplied papers.

Library – “adequate.”

Lectures – very poor attendance, partly due to conditions within the camp.

Discussion groups – none.

Camp magazine – “mediocre.”

Press review – none.

Information room – none.

Wireless – “adequate.”

Films – Poor, infrequent; YMCA films “occasionally.” No private company supplied films. 

Education – only English classes.

Religion – Weekly Sunday service by the camp padre in a local church. Weekly Bible classes. RC pows able to attend services in Exeter.

Entertainments – A camp band and theatre group. They sometimes gave joint shows.

December 1947 – noted in report for Goathurst Camp 44 that pows from Camp 276 were visiting to see films.

6/7 January 1948 – Routine check. Strength; 1 officer, 284 OR.

There was a temporary Commandant; Captain H Humphreys, RTR; “a very good influence in every way.” All other senior personnel remained the same.

Good morale with regular repatriations. One negative factor was that no pows had been employed since 22 December, resulting in no pay. Many pows had been invited to visit local families over Christmas.

Complaints were raised by older pows with families that they should be repatriated before younger ones.

Political screening: A 1  /  B 284. c.900 pows repatriated to date.

Most camp activities had ended and it was expected the camp would soon close. The theatre and orchestra had ceased. The only activities mentioned in camp were football and table tennis.

Early 1948 – Dymonds Farm became a hostel for Bampton Road Camp 92. In March there were just 7 pows remaining and it closed soon after.

Known Commandants:
1946 - Major A E Machin
1947 – Major Munns, RA.
1948 – temporary; Capt G Humphries, RTR.

After the camp: A farm.

[bookmark: _Hlk220241540]Camp numbers

	
	Open
	
	
	With other camps
	
	
	Unknown
	
	
	Not listed / not open



	[bookmark: _Hlk220504051][bookmark: _Hlk220503563]
	
	7/1946
	4 to 11 / 1947
	11/1947
	1/1948
	

	HQ
	
	277
	Hostel
	279
	235
	With C92

	Barton Bridge
	
	97
	With Nissen Creek
	
	
	

	Froyle House
	
	303
	With Nissen Creek
	
	
	

	Nadderwater
	With C92
	121
	With Nissen Creek
	With C92

	Nissen Creek
	
	259
	HQ
	
	
	

	Poltimore
	
	43
	With Nissen Creek
	
	
	

	Seaton
	
	0
	
	
	
	

	Sidford
	
	63
	With Nissen Creek
	
	
	

	Stoke Gabriel
	
	0
	With Nissen Creek
	
	
	

	Teignmouth
	
	48
	With Nissen Creek
	
	
	

	Whiteways, Chudleigh
	With C92
	124
	With Nissen Creek
	With C92

	Billetees
	-
	43
	-
	47
	50
	-

	Total
	-
	1361
	-
	326
	285
	-




Further information:

Imperial War Museum - Documents.16615 - Private Papers of W H Torr - …dating mainly from 1946 - 1948 (circa 40 items) concerning William Torr's work as a Society of Friends (Quaker) Welfare Visitor at POW camps in the Exeter area, in particular Camp 276 at Dymonds Farm, Honiton Clyst (later at Pinhoe), including: official letters and documents from the Friends Committee for Refugees and Aliens regarding Visitor access to POW camps and information for the guidance of local clergy in dealings with POW chaplains and the provision of church services to POWs; letters written to Torr and his family by German former POWs and their families, expressing their gratitude to him and the Society of Friends generally for the friendship and support given to POWs in the camps and after their return to Germany; with some miscellaneous related papers and photographs. Not seen.

[bookmark: _Hlk220243240]Hostels

Barton Bridge, Torquay, 26 miles from HQ

7/1946 – Hostel leader; O/Fw Herman Bruhn (A). A ‘quiet’ hostel considered to have good morale.

	
	
	7/1946
	4 to 11 / 1947
	11/1947
	1/1948
	

	Barton Bridge
	
	97
	With Nissen Creek
	
	
	




	Froyle House, nr Torquay, 28 miles from HQ. “A large house in Torquay and although accommodation is in itself good, the PW live too much on top of each other and tend to get on each others’ nerves.” NGR SU 753 427.

7/1946 – Hostel leader; Artur Scherbaum (A+). Morale improved after the replacement of the British NCO i/c. 

	
	
	7/1946
	4 to 11 / 1947
	11/1947
	1/1948

	Froyle House
	
	303
	With Nissen Creek
	
	



Picture from - https://www.froyle.com/nandfh.htm
	[image: ]



Nadderwater, Nr Exeter, 9 miles from HQ. Opened in 1945.

7/1946 – Hostel leader; Adolph Weillmann (B). The hostel was described as “somewhat discontented” but it was hoped the new leader would improve matters.

	
	
	7/1946
	4 to 11 / 1947
	11/1947
	1/1948
	

	Nadderwater
	With C92
	121
	With Nissen Creek
	With C92




Nissen Creek, nr Exeter, 25 miles from HQ.

25 May 1946 – Hostel opened; “a well laid out hutted camp, electrically lit in pleasant surrounding and with excellent and ample accommodation. Formerly an RAF camp. PW originate from the Channel Islands except for some 20 previously in USA, transferred from HQ.”

7/1946 – Hostel leader; O/Gefr Emil Mater (A), “makes a good impression.” Good overall morale.

1947 - Became administrative HQ for 276. No records in the file after November 1947.

	
	
	7/1946
	4 to 11 / 1947
	11/1947
	1/1948
	

	Nissen Creek
	
	259
	HQ
	
	
	



Poltimore, nr Exeter, 2 miles from HQ. Memories place it in Poltimore Park – also mention Italian Pows.

11 May 1946 – Hostel opened; “a hutted camp, electrically lit… ample accommodation for all purposes. PW originate from USA camps in Great Britain and from the Channel Islands.”

7/1946 – Hostel leader; Soldat Heinrich Droege (B), aged 30, a radio technician. Anti-Nazi in sentiment, but not interested in politics or re-education; reported as being not suitable.

	
	
	7/1946
	4 to 11 / 1947
	11/1947
	1/1948
	

	Poltimore
	
	43
	With Nissen Creek
	
	
	




Seaton, 27 miles from HQ.

7/1946 – Hostel being ‘prepared’ for fresh intake. No hostel leader.

No further mention in Camp 276 records.

	
	
	7/1946
	4 to 11 / 1947
	11/1947
	1/1948
	

	Seaton
	
	0
	
	
	
	




Sidford, nr Sidmouth, 20 miles from HQ.

[bookmark: c598country]Camp 598 Country House Hotel Camp 598 was located in Sidford – was this the same site?

7/1946 – Hostel leader; O/Gefr Erwin Leppernoff (A).

	
	
	7/1946
	4 to 11 / 1947
	11/1947
	1/1948
	

	Sidford
	
	63
	With Nissen Creek
	
	
	




Stoke Gabriel, nr Paignton, 40 miles from HQ.

7/1946 – Hostel being ‘prepared’ for fresh intake. No hostel leader.

Called Sandridge Park in reports for Nissens creek.

	
	
	7/1946
	4 to 11 / 1947
	11/1947
	1/1948
	

	Stoke Gabriel
	
	0
	With Nissen Creek
	
	
	




Teignmouth, 32 miles from HQ.

7/1946 – Hostel leader; O/Maat Hans Ehlers (B). A ‘quiet’ hostel considered to have good morale.

	
	
	7/1946
	4 to 11 / 1947
	11/1947
	1/1948
	

	Teignmouth
	
	48
	With Nissen Creek
	
	
	




Whiteways, Chudleigh, 14 miles from HQ. Opened 1943/4 with Italian pows.

7/1946 – Hostel leader; Gefr Rudolph Ruchti (A)
	
	
	7/1946
	4 to 11 / 1947
	11/1947
	1/1948
	

	Whiteways, Chudleigh
	With C92
	124
	With Nissen Creek
	With C92
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