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	274
	Errol Airfield, Errol
	Perthshire
	
	German Working Camp
	Scotland



	Location: On the N bank of the Firth of Tay between Perth and Dundee. The Canmore site gives NGR NO 27200 24270 which is the middle of the airfield.

Before the camp: Farmland. Airfield opened in 1943 as an RAF training unit. At the end of the war the site was used by No.260 RAF Maintenance Unit (260 MU) as a storage area until the summer of 1948.

Pow Camp: Huts were scattered over a 4 mile area around the airfield.

June 1946 – Camp opened: From details in a report for Camp 122 regarding Oxhey Lane, Hatch End, London. Oxhey Lane was originally independent camp 274 – in June 1946 it became a satellite for Camp 122. Meanwhile; “No. 274. Moving to Scotland but leaving all POW here with the exception of 20 who went to Scotland to form the nucleus of the new 274.” A group of pows also worked with 260 MU.
[bookmark: _Hlk192846461]
	Oversight and development of re-education activities and English teaching for German pows was carried out by PID (Political Intelligence Department of the Foreign Office) / COGA (Control Office for Germany and Austria – UK). Visits and reports were made. The standard of the reports varied greatly. The visitors took little interest, if any, in activities other than re-education. They rarely mentioned welfare, sports, games, pastimes, crafts, etc of the pows. If there were still Italian pows in hostels, they were usually ignored by PID.
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	Ordnance Survey 1958


19-20 August 1946 – Report on re-education and political screening. Strength; 0 officers; 520 Other Ranks.

Commandant:	Lt Col J H Stitt M.C.							Camp leader: 	Ob.Fw Heinz Prusseit (A)
Interpreter:	S/Sgt Stone								Deputy C/L:	Ob.Fw Herbert Nowotzen (A provisional)

20 pows transferred from Hatch End / Oxhey Lane camp. 500 pows arrived 2 August from camps in Canada, they had been captured early in the war – 10% in 1940 and 24% in 1941.

It was noted that there had been a Commandant before Lt Col Stitt.

The camp leader had been transferred from the Hatch End camp.

Estimates of political grades for pows based on questionnaires; A 132  /  B 352  /  C 16.

Morale was recorded as ‘moderate’ but improving as the camp settled down and some pows (25) were being sent out to work. 

Pows were “disappointed” they had been sent to the UK rather than being sent back to Germany. They stated they had more food in Canada. Whereas many pows sent from Canada had retained their Nazi ideology, this group had been specially selected as less extreme and had worked in special Canadian camps. No political extremists were discovered.

186 pows were ‘youth’ (under 25) – 25 were under the age of 20. They were not regarded as a problem.

Re-education activities were planned, but had barely started. The standard list was given:

Wochenpost / Ausblick – None received.

Newspapers – None. Newspapers were purchased from the camp welfare fund, (money mainly raised through sales in the canteen), but as the camp was new and very few had yet started work, there were insufficient funds.

Library – 30 fiction books sent via the YMCA. 130 technical books purchased. More books eagerly awaited.

Lectures – None yet.

Discussion groups – No general discussion group. A camp ‘parliament’ met weekly to discuss issues.

Films – YMCA supplied films were shown at 260 MU, pows in the camp were also able to see them.

Wireless – None. This should have been resolved soon, as COGA grants were available to purchase wireless sets.

Camp magazine – Planned, but not started.

Press review - Planned, but not started.
 
English instruction – 150 joining English classes with 4 teachers. There was a lack of text books and writing paper.

Other camp activities – 

Religion – 288 Evangelical; 198 RC + small group of ‘others.’ The Protestant pastor from Bankfoot village planned to give services – his text would be written out, then translated for him to read out. Arrangements were being made with a RC church in Perth for visits. 

Education - Planned, but not started.

Entertainment – A theatre group was being formed. 10 pows wanted to start an orchestra, but they lacked instruments.

1946 / 1947 - Memories of a service man at 260 MU – “In Nov 1946, I was posted to an aerodrome at Errol in Perthshire, Scotland. This was RAF Errol Maintenance Unit No.260, an aerodrome for mainly Dakotas and storage, where most of the work loading and unloading the aircraft was carried out by German POWs who were billeted about 3 miles away and held by the Army. We were able to use them as and when required for chores. I had quite a good time there, it was the winter of 1946/1947, one of the worst winters even Scotland could remember and we employed about 200 of these Germans to dig the snow off runways and roads in the area. At times the snow was so heavy it was coming down faster then they could shift it. It was a really hard winter and at one time they were even thinking of dropping foodstuffs from other parts of the country to us. We had some laughs and I got to know some of the German chaps quite well although at that time we weren’t allowed to fraternize with them; we gave orders and supervised their work and they just had to do it.

After the initial bad weather a couple of Dakotas came in with a load of physical training equipment including vaulting horses, which they stored in a blister hangar (metal construction with canvas back and front). The German POWs unloaded it all and we supervised. About a fortnight later some of the equipment was going to be taken somewhere else so we went to the hangar with a 3 ton truck and 2 or 3 POWs, but when we got there we found that the leather had been stripped off one of these vaulting horses and it just had the white canvas showing. The Sergeant said ‘that’s not right’ and the next thing we knew everything came to a halt, phone calls were made and a couple of RAF SPs (Station Police) reckoned the German POWs had nicked it. The POWs would take Perspex from the aircraft and anything useable and make you stuff out of it you see. A Provost Marshall came to the base from Perth to investigate the matter and decided to get an interpreter and interrogate these POWs, but he got no joy and never did find out where the leather had gone. In their wisdom they decided that as punishment they’d have the 20 POWs who’d been working in the area at the time the equipment was unloaded kitted out with picks and shovels and they made them dig a trench right across the grass area of the airfield. This went on for half a day and we had to supervise them, it was freezing cold with still a lot of snow about. Anyway, the German POW Commandant decided this was wrong in these conditions and he called in the Red Cross. Everything halted until the Red Cross came and they decided that it was against the Geneva Convention and that POWs shouldn’t be made to do the work. That was the last we heard about the bloody vaulting horse!

The German POWs got up to all sorts of things — if you got them Perspex, old sacking and bits of material they’d make you anything you wanted: cigarette cases and lighters, animals, teddy bears and things like that. They were quite industrious and clever and must’ve had quite a little industry going on in the camp they were billeted at. Anyway, for 10 cigarettes (issued to us free), they’d make you anything. There was a young German POW, called Kurt, he was younger than me, only about 17, and he’d been taken prisoner when he was 16 years old. He’d intended to be a tailor and used to do alterations to uniforms for us. He said he’d make me up an elephant - our Squadron crest was an elephant you see, so I had an elephant made up for 10 fags. It was made of felt and a bit of material used for their POW uniform material (black/grey course material) with a big coloured patch on his back, blanket stitched with embroidery on his head and floppy ears and ‘Errol’ stitched across his side. I don’t know what he’s stuffed with. I’ve still got him but he looks a bit worse for wear nowadays, well he is 60 years old!”  https://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ww2peopleswar/stories/59/a8947759.shtml

12 February 1947 – Very brief report on political screening. Strength; 124 at HQ and 1 hostel at Pitroddie.

Commandant:	Lt Col J H Stitt M.C.							Camp leader: 	Wm R Luedders
Interpreter:	S/Sgt Stone and S/Sgt Auerbach					Deputy C/L:	Not listed.

	Political screening:
	A+
	A
	A-
	B+
	B
	B-
	C
	C+

	
	-
	11
	-
	34
	67
	12
	-
	-



Since 31 January the administration was being transferred, with Pitroddie, as pow hostels for Balhary camp 63 (cf Camp 3). Lt Col Stitt became the Commandant at Balhary. 

With pows being transferred, political screening proved to be very difficult. A comment was made about a previous re-screening of 600 pows at the end of 1946; “It would appear the pow have studied with some care the general lines of our interrogation and the impression was obtained on this visit that much thought had been given by the pow as to the best attitude to adopt and the replies given. It is significant that not one pow declined to express a political opinion or expressed himself in favour of the Nazi Regime.” Not surprising really, the better the grade, the sooner repatriated, in theory. 

Errol and Pitroddie continued as hostels up to 1948.

Known Commandants:
1946 Lt Col J H Stitt, from the Gordon Highlanders, later Commandant at Gosford Camp 16 and Balhary Camp 3.

After the camp: Mixed small businesses.

Further Information:

National Archives FO 1120/240 – Re-educational survey visit reports for camps 266 to 276. Dated 1 January 1946 – 31 December 1948. 2 reports, used above.

Canmore - http://canmore.org.uk/site/30473
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