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	Sheet
	No.
	Name & Location
	County
	Cond’n
	Type 1945
	Comments

	TL 118 211
	166
	270
	Luton Airport Camp, Luton
	Bedfordshire
	5
	German Working Camp
	Precise location not identified, NGR given for approx centre of airfield.



	Spring/Summer 1945 – Camp 270 was based at Chrishall near Saffrron Walden with a capacity of 500. (Progress report 152 – FO 939/383). This was very close to Ickleton Camp 607.

A list of camps from this time recorded the Commandant as Major P G Devenish. He was later listed as commandant at Carronbridge Camp 293 and Ninewells Camp 236.

The War Establishment code was V/1452/1 (German Working Camp with up to 1,250 pows). 

It seems to have been a very short lived independent camp. In November 1945 it was listed as a hostel for Meesden Camp 128 to July 1946 when it was transferred to Camp 29 / Trumpington Camp 45.



	Luton Airport Camp 270:

Location: Entries from websites place the camp at; ‘Eaton Green Road,’ which runs along the N of the airport.

‘..14 Nissen huts on the west side of the drive leading to Putteridge Bury House, the one by the airport entrance which was the biggest, and one each for Lilley and Breachwood Green’.

Pow memories indicate the main camp was by the entrance to the airport (TL 150 220) alongside Eaton Green Cottages on the map), with other smaller camps nearby. 

Pow Camp: 

Late 1945 – Luton Airport Camp 270 opened for pows. (Taking the camp number from Chrishall, as above).
[bookmark: _Hlk192846461]
[bookmark: _Hlk183611426]1946 – Additional intake of pows from camps in the USA. Most had very low morale as they had been misinformed in the US that they were being repatriated. Instead, they found themselves in working camps in the UK.

	Oversight and development of re-education activities and English teaching for German pows was carried out by PID (Political Intelligence Department of the Foreign Office) / COGA (Control Office for Germany and Austria – UK). Visits and reports were made. The standard of the reports varied greatly. The visitors took little interest, if any, in activities other than re-education. They rarely mentioned welfare, sports, games, pastimes, crafts, etc of the pows.
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	Ordnance Survey 1960


DIE BRUCKE
DIE BRUCKE
DIE BRUCKE

7 November 1946 – Camp magazine ‘Die Brucke’ (The Bridge); No.21; https://www.whlcollections.org/image/112104/ Includes details of events at HQ and hostels


22 – 28 November 1946 – Visit by members of the ‘Segregation Section’ of PID. Strength; 2 officers (the M.O.s), 2894 Other Ranks.

Commandant: 	Lt Col M F F Buszard						Camp leader:	Uffz Alfred Jahn (B+)
Interpreter:	S/Sgt B Strik							Deputy C/L:	Uffz Josef Spies (B)

Apart from the interpreter, the British staff were not involved in re-education. S/Sgt Strik was, “efficient in every way.”

The camp leader had a ‘bad’ Nazi Party record, but he was believed to be a “convert.” He had been held in pow camps in the US. “A good organiser and has his men well under control.”

Deputy Spies, had a ‘mild’ Nazi Party record; “seems a harmless individual.”

German M.O.s, St/Arzt Dr H Ludwig (B+) and U/Arzt Dr Wilhelm Plump (A), aged 32, had been in charge of a Field Ambulance in Holland and was captured while remaining behind with his patients. Supportive of re-education.

	Political screening:
	A+
	A
	A-
	B+
	B
	B-
	C
	C+
	Not known

	
	227
	2260
	399
	10
	0



The majority of ‘black’ (political grade C = Nazi) pows were the younger pows who; “refuse to acknowledge the war-guilt of their country and of the Party…. If they proffer any criticism of the past regime it concerns only the inefficient way in which the ideas of the Fűhrer were carried out.”

One of the pows was Soldat Bruno Raczynski (A+). He had written articles about democracy in Germany, some of which had been broadcast by the BBC German Service. A strong opponent of Nazism, he had been interned in Dachau Concentration Camp.

A partial list of standard re-education activities was given:

Library – “Inadequate.” 1000 books for nearly 3000 pows.

Films – provided by the YMCA fortnightly.

Lectures – Most were badly attended (10%). Depending on the topic and speaker some had greater audiences; Pastor Niemoeller spoke on 9 November to 800 pows and his speech was broadcast over the loudspeaker system.

Camp newspaper – 420 copies produced weekly.

Other camp activities –

Entertainment – “The usual theatre and sports groups.”

Religion – Protestant padre, O/Lt Theo Seifert (B+). Had former Nazi Party ‘affiliations,’ but believed to be a “convert to the democratic way of life.” Only 15% attended services in camp. 

10 / 11 January 1947 – Re-education and screening visit. Strength; 2 officers, 2811 OR.

No change to senior personnel.

Political screening figures were not given, however 258 pows were appealing against them, (the better the grade, the sooner repatriated, in theory).

A number of pows employed in factories (e.g. London Brick Co.) were doing shift work. They were said to be receiving good treatment and workplaces were inspected by the Commandant. However, it was noted that Trades Unions had stopped pows from doing any skilled work. Bad weather had resulted in a lot of days off and pows could not afford cigarettes or the cinema.

55% of pows were ‘youth’ (under 25). A religious youth group had been started by the pastor at HQ.

Very little had been done to develop re-education. The full standard list was given:

Wochenpost and Ausblick – adequate supplies and much appreciated.

Newspapers – 5 different British papers were bought by the Welfare Fund, (money mainly raised through sales in the canteen). Only a few German papers were sent by COGA.

Library – 1200 books, but 430 were in English and many others were school or “juvenile” books.

Lectures – regular.

Discussion groups – None at HQ, only a group at Ampthill.

Films – fortnightly from YMCA charging 3d, and Gaumont British charging 6d which was considered to be too much.

Wireless – Not satisfactory. Dining room too cold and recreation room too small. No loudspeakers in the barracks.

Camp magazine – 420 copies weekly.

Press review – A daily display of extracts, no discussions.

Information room – None

English instruction – separate appendix.

Other camp activities –

Religion – only a protestant padre. Village churches could be attended.

Education – classes for maths and agriculture at HQ. None listed for the hostels.

Entertainment – A small orchestra, a theatre group and “carving groups.”
 
24 to 26 June 1947 – Re-educational survey. Strength; 1 officer, 2579 OR.

Commandant: 	Lt Col J M Ditmas						Camp leader:	Sold Rudolf Mundt (B+)
Interpreter:	S/Sgt B Strik							Deputy C/L:	Uffz Josef Spies (B)
										German M.O. :	St/Arzt Dr H Ludwig (B+) / U/Arzt Dr Wilhelm Plump (A) (+ 2 dentists)

The new Commandant was not supportive, but not actively involved in re-education; he was interested in pow welfare.

Simplified screening figures were given: A 21  /  B 2559. Most of the C grade pows had been upgraded; hard core Nazis would have been sent to other camps. 23 appeals were still pending. 1367 pows repatriated to date.

Overall good morale. Good relationships with local population. Many pows doing very heavy work in chalk pits, mine works and tile works. 

Many re-education activities were halted during the summer months. There had been some excursions to Whipsnade Zoo. Changes to activities – Library, described as “good” and Wireless as “adequate.”

Religion – Protestant padre, Gefr Eugen Wolff (B-). RC pows served by a visiting priest from another (unnamed) camp.

3 – 4 September 1947 – Re-education Survey. Strength; 2 officers, 2003 OR.

1 change to senior personnel, there was no interpreter. 

1268 pows repatriated since January.

Little change in re-education. Good summer weather and walking out of camp was more of an attraction than in-camp activities.

A pow quartet gave a concert in the Baptist Church which was attended by the Mayor of Luton. Active theatre groups at HQ and Leighton Buzzard.

17 – 19 October 1947 – “Special report on Camp 270.”

No reason was given for this “special” report – the visitor largely stated that he agreed with the previous report. There was a new temporary interpreter; S/Sgt Napthalie.

A small group of pows had visited Luton Trades Union Council and were addressed by Mr Allen M.P.

There was reference to a Luton theatre that had banned pows from attending one of G B Shaw’s plays. Mr Shaw heard of this and stated he would withdraw his license as he did not write his plays for the English only. The ban was withdrawn and 6 complimentary tickets were sent to the camp.

13 pows were attending Luton Technical School.

9-11 December 1947 – Re-educational survey. Strength; 2 officers, 1875 OR.

Commandant: 	Lt Col J M Ditmas						Camp leader:	Sold Rudolf Mundt (B+)
Interpreter:	None 								Deputy C/L:	Uffz Bohrhoff (B)
										German M.O. :	St/Arzt Dr H Ludwig (B+) / U/Arzt Dr Wilhelm Plump (A)

In general, morale was recorded as “excellent.” There were no political extremists or “undesirable trends.”

Many pows formed their own links with local civilians. In addition, ‘formal’ links were established with the Technical College and Peace Pledge Union. Concerts were given by individual pows as the orchestra and theatre group had ended at HQ. Pows were invited to some concerts held locally. YMCA organised visits to London for small groups.

A discussion group was just starting at HQ. An Information Room had been created to show exhibitions of text and pictures, currently on the theme; ‘The British press.’

Religion – Protestant padre Gefr E Wolff (A) / RC priest Father Kunze.

Education – no classes at HQ.

March 1948 – listed as a hostel for Batford Camp 95, together with Putteridge hostel.

Known Camp Commandants:
1947 Lt Col M F F Buszard, from the Northamptonshire Regiment. Later Commandant at Scrubs Camp 32.
1947 Lt Col J M Ditmas

After the camp: 

Further Information:

National Archives FO 1120/240 – Re-educational survey visit reports for camps 266 to 276. Dated 1 January 1946 – 31 December 1948. Used above.

IWM has a copy of the camp magazine for Christmas 1946. Catalogue LBY E.J.341

Catalogue entry - 23 - Church Register of the Evangelical congregation at camp 270, Luton, Bedfordshire - 1947



Camp numbers

	
	Open
	
	
	With other camps
	
	
	Unknown
	
	
	Not listed / not open



	
	
	11/1946
	1/1947
	6/1947
	9/1947
	12/1947

	HQ
	
	1310
	767
	742
	437
	536

	Ampthill
	Was Camp 261
	103
	671
	670
	576
	518

	Breachwood Green
	With C95
	30
	55
	61
	58
	45

	Dunstable
	
	156
	
	
	
	

	Leighton Buzzard
	With C702
	375
	404
	359
	267
	235

	Lidlington
	With C72
	232
	230
	154
	
	

	Offley
	
	20
	76
	
	
	

	Park Hostel
	
	43
	81
	73
	55
	

	Putteridge
	
	368
	479
	450
	332
	329

	St Ibbs
	
	29
	50
	71
	69
	53

	Billetees
	
	230
	(1)
	(1)
	211
	161

	Total
	
	2896
	2813
	2580
	2005
	1877



1. Included in figures above.


	Satellite Camp - Ampthill. Previously independent camp 261.

Located in Woburn Road, NGR TL 029 383. Italian and then German pows. Date of photograph not known. Demolished to make way for Parkside Hall and the Cheshire Home.
https://www.ampthillimages.com/Media/POWs-Gall/pages/Ampthill%20Hostel%201940s%2001.html   Plus other pictures.

11/1946 – Camp leader; O/Feldw Rudolf Dotzauer (B) [or Dotzaver, or Dotzmer]; “Genuine man, efficient at his job.”

The removal of the German MO was recommended; he was recorded as a C+ Nazi.

1/1947 – Officer i/c Capt Parry. Same pow leader. Good morale with most pows working at local farms. There was a ‘youth’ discussion group.

17-18 June 1947 – Additional Re-education survey. Strength 1 officer, 896 OR.

Park and Lidlington hostels were administered by this satellite camp. 

The site was described as well looked after, ideally situated and with an excellent sports ground and attractive park. There were few local contacts as the site was isolated and the local bus service was poor.
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25% of pows were ‘youth.’ Repatriations had brought the choir, orchestra and theatre group to an end.

12,13 August 1947 - Additional Re-education survey. Strength 1 officer, 896 OR. Strength; 1 officer, 694 OR.

Capt Parry and leader O/Feldw Rudolf Dotzauer, still in place.

Only Park hostel administered by this satellite camp. 12/1947 – same leader.

	
	
	11/1946
	1/1947
	6/1947
	9/1947
	12/1947

	Ampthill
	Was Camp 261
	103
	671
	670
	576
	518



Hostels

	Breachwood Green

Breachwood Green hostel was located in Pasture Lane, just below Bailey’s Farm (TL 1534 2158). Location identified with thanks to Roger Virtigo.

Listed as a hostel for Batford Camp 95 to 1944.

3/1946 – Hostel leader; Uffz Willi Putznick (A). “Clean record. Fervent anti-Nazi.” He had attended the special training course at Wilton Park.

1/1947 – Hostel leader; M Mueller (B+), had been leader at Dunstable. 12/1947 – same leader. No external links with local organisations.

	
	
	11/1946
	1/1947
	6/1947
	9/1947
	12/1947

	Breachwood Green
	With C95
	30
	55
	61
	58
	45



Breachwood Green site was later used for emergency housing.
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	Ordnance Survey 1960



Dunstable. Probably the site at Dunstable Gliding Club, but no further details in the record make this uncertain.

11/1946 – Hostel leader St.Feldw Martin Mueller (B+). Ex policeman, had been a member of the Nazi Party, but now “Very good and sincere type.” 

	
	
	11/1946
	1/1947
	6/1947
	9/1947
	12/1947

	Dunstable
	
	156
	
	
	
	




Leighton Buzzard. Previously listed with Kings Cliffe Camp 702.

11/1946 – Hostel leader; H/Feldw August Stephan (B). Had been a member of the Nazi Party. “A convert to the democratic ideal. Gives every satisfaction.” 9/1947 – same leader.

12/1947 – Hostel leader; Luetticke (B). Classes held for stenography and mathematics. There was a theatre group.

April 1948 – listed as a hostel for Norduck Farm Camp 268 then Batford Camp 95.

	
	
	11/1946
	1/1947
	6/1947
	9/1947
	12/1947

	Leighton Buzzard
	With C702
	375
	404
	359
	267
	235




Lidlington

1943 – a hostel at Lidlington with Italian pows was listed for Ducks Cross Camp 72. Administration not known then until the following entries:

11/1946 – Hostel leader; Ofeldw Ernst Langanki (B), not a member of the Nazi Party, regular soldier; “Very sound man.”

1/1947 – Hostel leader; W Maassen (B). A number of pows employed in factories (e.g. London Brick Co.) doing shift work. 

6/1947 – Hostel administered by Ampthill satellite camp. Same leader. 

Summer 1947 – Hostel closed.

	
	
	11/1946
	1/1947
	6/1947
	9/1947
	12/1947

	Lidlington
	With C72
	232
	230
	154
	
	


Offley

11/1946 – Hostel leader; O/Wachtm Karl Schramm, (B), aged 45. Ex Nazi party member, ‘government servant.’ “A good disciplinarian… he has completely changed his political views.” 1/1947 – same leader.

	
	
	11/1946
	1/1947
	6/1947
	9/1947
	12/1947

	Offley
	
	20
	76
	
	
	




Park Hostel. Very close to the HQ camp – “a few hundred yards.”

11/1946 – Hostel leader; Gefr Hans Wieland (B+), aged 24. Former law student, “Little personality.”

1/1947 – same leader. Good morale with most pows working at local farms.

6/1947 – Hostel administered by Ampthill satellite camp. Hostel leader; Scholz. 9/1947 – same leader.

	
	
	11/1946
	1/1947
	6/1947
	9/1947
	12/1947

	Park Hostel
	
	43
	81
	73
	55
	




Putteridge (sometimes called Putteridge Park).

11/1946 – Hostel leader; O/Wachtm Edmund Kursscheck (B) [or Kurascheck]. “Clean record,” regular soldier. 

1/1947 – same leader. A number of pows employed in factories (e.g. London Brick Co.) doing shift work.

6/1947 – Hostel leader; Karl Bueltemann (B). Excellent relations with public. A citizen at Hitchin, Mr Waters, ensured pows had contacts with families and carried out welfare work. 

9/1947 – same leader.

12/1947 – Hostel leader; Weckmann (B)

March 1948 – listed as a hostel for Batford Camp 95.

	
	
	11/1946
	1/1947
	6/1947
	9/1947
	12/1947

	Putteridge
	
	368
	479
	450
	332
	329




St Ibbs

11/1946 – O/Gefr Reginwald Scholz (B), aged 23. Medical student, rejects Nazism. Gave English lessons. 1/1947 – same leader.

6/1947 – Hostel leader; Karl Schramm (B), had been leader at Offley. Excellent relations with public. A citizen at Hitchin, Mr Waters, ensured pows had contacts with families and carried out welfare work. 12/1947 – same leader.

	
	
	11/1946
	1/1947
	6/1947
	9/1947
	12/1947

	St Ibbs
	
	29
	50
	71
	69
	53
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