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	[bookmark: _Hlk14513718]Prisoner of War Camps (1939 – 1948)  -  Project report by Roger J.C. Thomas - English Heritage 2003

	OS NGR
	Sheet
	No.
	Name & Location
	County
	Cond’n
	Type 1945
	Comments

	SO 9440 1948
	163
	263
	Leckhampton Court Camp, Leckhampton, Cheltenham
	Gloucestershire
	4
	German Working Camp
	



	NOTE – chapter about Leckhampton; ‘Inside The Wire’ by Ian M C Hollingsbee, The History Press, 2014.

Location: Leckhampton is a district in south Cheltenham. The camp was in the grounds of the court.

Before the camp: Leckhampton Court was requisitioned in 1939. The court and estate housed the Durham Light Infantry, and from July 1942, the US Army Signal Corps.

Pow Camp: LLHM, see below - No documentary evidence that Italians were held in the camp, just memories of a few, though others dispute this. US troops from July 1942 to September 1944. The camp was said to be empty when the Germans arrived in September 1945. (This may be a case where Italian pows, working with the Pioneer Corps, were used for a short time to convert the troop camp to a pow camp).

7 September 1945 - recorded as opened for German pows. Appendix to HQ Southern Command War Diary – Leckhampton, Cheltenham – German Labour camp – capacity 450 in 39 Neissen hutrs – 92/391401.
German hostel – Siddington – cap 200.
[bookmark: _Hlk192846461]
	Oversight and development of re-education activities and English teaching for German pows was carried out by PID (Political Intelligence Department of the Foreign Office) / COGA (Control Office for Germany and Austria – UK). Visits and reports were made. The standard of the reports varied greatly. The visitors took little interest, if any, in activities other than re-education. They rarely mentioned welfare, sports, games, pastimes, crafts, etc of the pows. If there were still Italian pows in hostels, they were usually ignored by PID.



[bookmark: _Hlk183604051]28/29 March 1946 – English Education Visit. English inspectors met teachers, gave talks, checked teaching texts and resources, and tested the pow pupils.

Commandant Major A Harris supported re-education. The standard of pow teachers was found to be very poor.

	[image: ]

	
	Ordnance Survey 1954


[bookmark: _Hlk183611426]1946 – Additional intake of many pows from camps in the USA. Most had very low morale as they had been misinformed in the US that they were being repatriated. Instead, they found themselves in working camps in the UK. 

1 April 1946 - Monthly camp magazine No.3; Echo : Monatzeitung des Lagers 263 und seiner Nebenlager Siddington und Elmbridge - The Wiener Holocaust Library. Includes articles from Siddington and Elmbridge hostels. The WHL also has copies of the camp magazine on microfilm. A smaller magazine was also published by the political education working group; ‘Rundschau’ to summarise camp activities – useful for those in billets.

16/17 May 1946 – Report on re-education. Strength; 0 officers, 1024 Other Ranks.

Commandant:	Major A Harris								Camp leader:	Fw Scharfenberg (B)
Interpreter:	S/Sgt Horton								Deputy C/L:	H/Fw Kreter (C).

Political screening had not been completed. The following grades were estimated; A 51 (anti-Nazi)  /  B735  /  C 238 (Nazi)

The Commandant was found to be, “very aloof.”

S/Sgt Horton was, “a very young and slightly neurotic man who finds it very difficult to cope with everything and is not up-to-date with his work.”

The Camp leader was described as; “a lazy individual and an obstructionist towards re-education.” The deputy CL was simply described as “black” (i.e. a Nazi).

250 pows had recently been transferred from Camps in Belgium where conditions had been extremely poor.

Morale was recorded as “fair” at HQ and Siddington, ”good” at Elmbridge. One of the main factors for poor morale was bad news from home – especially from the Russian zone, where 50% of the pows came from. Within HQ about 10% were considered to be communists, though this was largely put down to the pows not wishing to express support for democracy when they were returning to the Russian zone.

About 40% were ‘youth’ (under-25). They were apathetic and resistant to re-education.

The standard list of re-education activities was given:

Wochenpost and Ausblick – 60/40 copies respectively.

Newspapers – 6 British papers bought by the Welfare fund, (money raised mainly through sales in the canteen). 6 German papers received and passed on to the hostels after 2 weeks.

Library – 736 books, but 200 were English teaching books, and 200 were religious. There was an exchange system with the hostels.

Lectures – Regular. Austrian lecturers were boycotted due to the Camp Leader’s obstruction and a feud with the nearby Austrian Camp 37.

Discussion groups – just starting

Films – YMCA supplied fortnightly at HQ, monthly at the hostels.

Wireless – “Adequate.”

Camp magazine – monthly.

Press review – None due to ‘friction’ between two presenters.

English instruction – 215 pupils.

Other camp activities –

Religion – Not much interest. 30/70% RC/Protestant. RC at camp and hostels were looked after by local priests. There was a new Protestant lay preacher. Pows were allowed to attend local churches every three weeks. 

Education – Classes of about 10 for maths, stenography, French, drawing, building and sign-writing. Many of the teachers were not considered to be politically suitable.

Theatre – groups at all sites producing their own materials.

Orchestra – small groups working mainly with the theatre groups.

10/12 and 15/17 July 1946 – Segregation report concerning screening; requested by the Commandant after Brockworth Camp 142 and three hostels had been acquired. Many of the pows had been held in camps in the USA.

The German MO; U/Arzt Max Waag (C), aged 28; “Pleasant young man… but has not lost his faith in nazi ideas.”

19/20 July 1946 – English Inspector’s Report. Strength; 1591. 187 pupils in 11 classes at all sites.

5-7 and 13 August 1946 – Further screening carried out by the Segregation Section after new arrivals.
24 August 1946 - Cheltenham Chronicle article; 'No Complaints from P.O.W.s at Leckhampton'. It noted that the pows were supplied with plastic token money to buy items from the camp canteen. The description of the camp remarked on how well maintained it was, with a 'delightful little pool of running water with a fountain, ringing by a bed of flowering pansies, built by the German prisoners of war'. 

19/20 October 1946 – English Inspector’s Report. Strength; 1672 in HQ, 10 hostels and billets.

The increased size of the camp resulted in a new Commandant – Lt Col F S S Lamprey.

A new camp leader was also recorded; Franz Albrecht.

163 pupils in 12 classes at all sites. The Inspector found that pows lacked, “life and vigour.”

20/24 January 1947 – English Inspector’s Report. Strength 1340. 131 pupils in 12 classes.

22/23 January 1947 – Re-education report and further screening. Strength; 1 officer (the senior M.O.), 1476 OR.

Commandant:	Lt Col F S S Lamprey							Camp leader:	H/Wm Franz Albrecht (B+)
Interpreter:	S/Sgt Horton								Deputy C/L:	O/Fw Karl Wolf (B)
											German M.O.:	O/Arzt Anselm Lessmann (B-)  /  U/Arzt Waag (C).

The Commandant was cooperative with re-education, but took no active part. The Interpreter was supportive, though had many other duties.

Camp leader Albrecht, aged 36, civil servant; “Rather a simple soul… he plays no active part in re-education.”

Deputy C/L, aged 33, policeman transferred to the army. Had been a member of the Nazi party. “Straightforward type.”

	Political screening:
	A
	B
	C
	Unscreened

	
	11
	920
	299
	247



180 pows were appealing against their political grades – the better the grade, the sooner repatriated, in theory. 2 appeals had been heard; 1 allowed. 40 pows had been repatriated to date. 

Morale was mixed. The main negative factor was always slow repatriation. Cheltenham had been placed out of bounds by the Commandant due to the large numbers of Polish soldiers located in and around the town. He caused resentment by neglecting to tell the pows the reason for the ban; until this visit. Gloucester was also put out of bounds to all pows by the end of the month – see House of Commons note under Quedgley hostel below. Pows complained of lack of hot water after a days work, due to fuel shortages.

About 1/3 of the pows were ‘youth.’ They were not regarded as a problem.

Changes to activities -

Newspapers – A few more British and German papers were received, but still insufficient.

Library – 1514 books, but 500 were texts and religious books.

Lectures – No lectures for several weeks.

Discussion groups – Held at HQ and all hostels except Chesterton, Hunt Court and Elkstone.

Films – YMCA and Gaumont British films at all sites.

Press review – Weekly reviews given.

Education – all classes had ended mainly due to repatriations and transfers.

21 April 1947 - The Gloucestershire Echo reported that Cheltenham Citadel had hosted a classical music performance by the Leckhampton Court camp orchestra for 500 people. 
20/22 May 1947 – Re-education report. Strength; 2 officers, 1680 OR.

Political screening: A 26  /  B 540  / C 16. 176 appeals pending. 140 pows repatriated to date.

Morale was recorded as “fair” except at Quedgeley and Chesterton. Negative factors were; slow repatriation, bad news from home, 1 British officer causing bad feeling, (no details other than it being referred to the Commandant). No active Nazis or communists. Leckhampton Football Club granted the prisoners use of the Recreation Ground – but during the summer months this was used for cricket – causing great consternation amongst the pows. (A picture of a pow at a local football match - https://lrfchistory.co.uk/ ).

Changes to activities –

Newspapers – “adequate.”

Library -2 500 books, but 40% unusable.

Lectures – none for 6 weeks, mainly due to lack of transport and lack of accommodation in Cheltenham due to the local show.

Films – Extremely unusual; YMCA not supplying films, but no reason given. The commercial Travelling Films Ltd had replaced Gaumont British.

Information room – showed exhibitions of texts and pictures on a theme, e.g. ‘Nobel Prize Winners.’ This was held in the canteen and if possible toured the hostels.

Religion – Protestant padre, Gefr Gerhard Schodde (A), aged 42; “Keen and willing to help.” RC Padre San.Gefr Heinrich Enck (B), aged 43; “subdued and quite non-political.”

[image: ]Education – small classes of 12 for French and Spanish.

Entertainment – theatre group, orchestra and choir at HQ, also toured the hostels. 

23-26 September 1947 – Re-educational survey. Strength; 2 officers, 828 OR.

The Commandant continued to be co-operative, though he; “dislikes all Germans.” He was described as being, “rather stern.” (In a later report; “unnecessarily harsh”).

Karl Wolf, previously deputy, was camp leader – he also gave English lessons. Memories of Karl Wolf recorded by the LLHM – 250 pows of mixed category in 20 Nissen huts. Guards were accommodated in the Court. There was a gradual relaxation of non-fraternisation rules. A hut had been converted to a chapel. The camp orchestra and choir gave concerts, including to civilians. Photo – Leckhampton Court.

A new deputy C/L; Sold Willi Mueller (B), aged 34, railway worker. “Quite non-political, slow thinker but seemingly decent in outlook.”

M.O. Lessmann was described as; “a very poor specimen with absolutely no personality at all.” M.O. Waag had been upgraded to (B) from (C).

Screening figures: A 2  /  B 828. 347 pows repatriated to date. Morale was recorded as “fair to good.” 300 pows had been sent to Scotland which had disturbed some friendship groups.

20% were ‘youth’ pows. 30 were attending the special training course at the youth camp.

Re-education activities had dwindled during the summer months due to long harvest working hours, greater freedoms to leave camp and transfers / repatriations. Changes –

Newspapers – the number purchased had been reduced as the camp welfare fund had decreased. Some Swiss papers were received and were preferred to British or German.

Library – The Swiss Red Cross had sent a further 350 books which were in great demand.

Lectures – another long gap recorded, none since mid August. One lecturer talking about ‘Denazification’ had not been received well, though it was not certain if that was down to the lecturer’s attitude, or that of the pows.

Press review and Information room – ended.

Education – no classes.

Outside contacts - Visits had been made by groups to Cheltenham, Gloucester and Cirencester. (Cheltenham and Gloucester no longer out-of-bounds). 

There were small group visits to Salvation Army (10 pows); Toc H (4); Society of Friends (10); and Cheltenham Trades Council (3); Cheltenham Museum (25).

Pows from hostels near to Gloucester visited the Cathedral.

Links were being developed with a youth club in Cheltenham.

27/30 October 1947 – English Inspector’s report. Strength 870. 6 pupils in 1 class at HQ; 13 pupils at the hostels. This decline in numbers was reflected in most camps.

5/17 December 1947 – Re-education survey. Strength; 3 officers, 1332 OR. There was a new satellite camp – formerly Wynols Hill Camp 61, now called Coleford.

Commandant:	Lt Col F S S Lamprey							Camp leader:	O/Fw Karl Wolf
Interpreter:	None									Deputy C/L:	Sold Willi Mueller
											German M.O.:	O/Arzt Anselm Lessmann (B-)  /  U/Arzt Waag (C).
Screening figures; B  1335. 454 pows repatriated to date.

Morale was again recorded as; “fair to good.” Increased rate of repatriations had improved morale. There were problems with 2 NCO’s in charge of unnamed hostels causing friction with the pows. Pows were able to send some items home in relief parcels. International politics affected pow attitudes; there was a fear of Russia and reports from the Russian zone continued to be bad. 

Changes to activities –

Lectures / Information room – these had resumed.

Entertainment – slowly breaking up as pows were repatriated. The theatre groups had disbanded. Two small orchestras continued at HQ and the satellite.

Outside contacts – apart from the informal contacts many pows developed with civilians, a good range of contacts continued to develop as far as transport allowed.

5/9 February 1948 – English Inspector’s report. Strength; 1724. 3 pupils in 1 class at HQ + 20 pupils at all other sites.

1/2 March 1948 – Re-educational survey. Strength; 3 officers, 1434 OR.

Two new interpreters -  Capt H Grenville and S/Sgt Sacki.

Screening; A 2  /  B 1435. 505 pows repatriated to date.

[bookmark: _Hlk208328649]A survey was conducted in camps still open at this time concerning pow attitudes to the British, (following a PID circular dated 25.2.1948). It was pointless, carried out far too late and in totally random ways. At Leckhampton, the visitor stated he did not have time to visit all the hostels and so just gave his opinions on what German attitudes were.

No resettlement lectures had been given at this camp.

In his summary remark, the visitor stated that he believed re-education had been good for only a small proportion of, “thinking pow (usually of higher intellect and education).” He believed it had failed with the bulk of pows as; “They are essentially selfish and lacking in ethic.” He gave no consideration at all to the attitude of the Commandant and other British staff, lack of support for re-education activities within the camp, and the irregular support from PID/COGA.

9 March 1948 – Supplement to report. Approximately 100 pows preparing for repatriation had been assembled at Brockworth hostel. The futile survey was repeated in an unspecified manner: The results, for what they are worth (nothing?) were:

	Attitudes to British:
	Hate
	Dislike
	Distrust
	Indifference
	Benefit of doubt
	Liking

	
	No evidence
	High
	‘Some’
	‘Few’
	Majority
	-



Various reasons were given for the ‘results.’ It was noted that negative attitudes were expressed by those who had been at camp 263, often about the overly militaristic commandant, and that others passing through from other camps were often more positive. 

There were some final notes about the Commandant: “His personal attitude towards the Germans is one of dislike and towards PsW he is strictly military…. He is of rather nervous and unstable disposition and has the tendency to see deliberate crime in the smallest misdemeanour…. The civilian population of the town of Cheltenham is rather sentimentally disposed towards the PsW and consequently antagonistic towards the C.O. This reacts in both ways.”

May 1948 – On the day before the camp closed down, all the outlying POWs were brought in – date of final departure was 22 May 1948. A photograph of the pows about to board a train at Leckhampton is reproduced in ‘Leckhampton in the Second World War.’ 


Known Camp Commandants:
1945 Major A Harris. Pioneer Corps. Also recorded at Camps 37, 45, and 61. 
1946-1947 Lt Col F S S Lamprey.

After the camp: Leckhampton Court is a Sue Ryder Hospice

Further Information:

National Archives 
FO 939/183 – 263 Working camp, Leckhampton Camp, Cheltenham, Gloucestershire. Dated 1946 – 1948. Used above.
FO 1120/239 – Re-educational survey visit reports for camps 260 to 263. Dated 1 January 1946 – 31 December 1948. Duplicates of above.

LLHM – References above from the Leckhampton Local History Magazine; ‘Smoke Signal.’ Article about the camp - P13: http://leckhamptonlhs.weebly.com/uploads/5/8/8/7/5887234/ch1-1386542-v1-smoke_signal_-_numbers_1_to_10_-_dec_92_to_mar_95.pdf

Leckhampton in the Second World War - https://leckhamptonlhs.weebly.com/uploads/5/8/8/7/5887234/leckhampton_in_the_second_world_war.pdf

Gloucester Heritage Hub has copies of cartoons by K H Poppe, a German prisoner of war, (c.1945-1948) - https://catalogue.gloucestershire.gov.uk/records/D10203

Leckhampton Court: Manor House to Hospice - Paperback – 2011 - by Eric Miller. (Not seen).

Vertical aerial photographs – RAF/106G/UK/1354 V 5422-5423 02-APR-1946  and  RAF/58/377 V 5271 04-MAY-1950

The Imperial War Museum has copies of the magazine, dated February 1947 and 1947/48 Christmas/New Year, Ref LBY E.J. 349. The German Federal Archives also has a copy, unknown date.



Camp numbers

	
	Open
	
	
	With other camps
	
	
	Unknown
	
	
	Not listed / not open



	
	9/1945
	5/1946
	7/1946
	10/1946
	1/1947
	5/1947
	9/1947
	10/1947
	12/1947
	2/1948
	3/1948

	HQ
	450 cap.
	436
	474
	528
	343
	418
	251
	331
	313
	362
	319

	Siddington
	200 cap.
	260
	255
	246
	222
	186
	199
	186
	To C124
	
	

	Elmbridge
	With C142
	256
	242
	267
	321
	316
	
	
	
	
	

	Brockworth
	Camp 142
	61
	115
	65
	209
	71
	87
	80
	171
	84

	Hunt Court
	
	
	180
	2
	19
	86
	
	
	
	
	

	Northleach
	With C37, C142
	50
	58
	-
	-
	64
	61
	60
	50
	

	Quedgley Court
	With C142
	112
	102
	138
	124
	51
	34
	36
	51
	43

	Shurdington
	With C142
	42
	45
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Woodchester Court
	With C142
	39
	38
	39
	57
	25
	17
	To C124
	
	

	Elkstone
	
	With C157
	60
	147
	66
	
	
	
	
	

	Chesterton
	
	
	
	62
	64
	61
	
	
	
	
	

	Coleford/Wynols Hill
	Camp 61
	486
	
	

	Churcham
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	With C61
	33
	22
	25

	Highnam
	
	
	
	With C61
	160
	289
	234

	Springhill
	Camp 185
	344
	491

	Winchcombe
	Camp 37, then with C185
	207
	

	Other 
	
	
	
	
	
	21 (2)
	1 (3)
	
	
	
	

	Billetees
	
	72
	(1)
	149
	119
	138
	168
	154
	167
	228
	141

	Total
	
	1024
	1591
	1672
	1477
	1682
	830
	870
	1335
	1724
	1437



(1) Included in numbers above. (2) Detached at 18 OSD Edge. (3) 1 in Gloucester jail.

Satellite Camps and Hostels –

Brockworth. Previously independent pow camp 142 for Italians. 4 miles from HQ. 

Memory – There was a bakery at the hostel.

[bookmark: _Hlk216373478]24 June 1946 – amalgamated with Leckhampton; including 300 German pows.

7/1946 – Hostel leader; H/Fw Hugo Schumacher (B), aged 34, professional soldier; “non-political… Not much personality.” 3/1948 – same leader.

	
	9/1945
	5/1946
	7/1946
	10/1946
	1/1947
	5/1947
	9/1947
	10/1947
	12/1947
	2/1948
	3/1948

	Brockworth
	Camp 142
	61
	115
	65
	209
	71
	87
	80
	171
	84



Chesterton

10/1946 – Did not have a wireless up to this month.

1/1947 – Hostel leader; Gefr Flierl (B+), aged 38, clerk. “Good type.”

5/1947 – Hostel leader; Fw Bruno Gembach (B+), aged 33, civil servant. Had been a member of the Nazi party. “Rather negative character and slightly opportunist.”

	
	9/1945
	5/1946
	7/1946
	10/1946
	1/1947
	5/1947
	9/1947
	10/1947
	12/1947
	2/1948
	3/1948

	Chesterton
	
	
	
	62
	64
	61
	
	
	
	
	


Churcham. With 61

12/1947 – Hostel leader; Maat Franz Faltus.

3/1948 – hostel leader; O/Fw Peter Becker.

	
	9/1945
	5/1946
	7/1946
	10/1946
	1/1947
	5/1947
	9/1947
	10/1947
	12/1947
	2/1948
	3/1948

	Churcham
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	With C61
	33
	22
	25




Coleford Satellite.  Was independent Wynols Hill Camp 61 – taken over in November 1947.

12/1947 – Commanding officer; Major Lee; “The attitude of the O.C. sat camp is poor and has caused a drop in morale there.” German M.O. S/Arzt Rudolf Stiawa. The camp magazine continued.

	
	9/1945
	5/1946
	7/1946
	10/1946
	1/1947
	5/1947
	9/1947
	10/1947
	12/1947
	2/1948
	3/1948

	Coleford/Wynols Hill
	Camp 61
	486
	
	




Elkstone. 7 miles from HQ.

August 1946 - Listed as being transferred from Bourton Camp 157 (see under camp 22).

1/1947 – Hostel leader; O/Gefr Lenzkow (B), aged 28, shop assistant. “Pleasant personality but no political understanding.” 5/1947 – same leader.

	
	9/1945
	5/1946
	7/1946
	10/1946
	1/1947
	5/1947
	9/1947
	10/1947
	12/1947
	2/1948
	3/1948

	Elkstone
	
	With C157
	60
	147
	66
	
	
	
	
	




Elmbridge. 9 miles from HQ.

[bookmark: _Hlk216348630]19 November 1945 – taken over from Brockworth Camp 142. Hutted.

1 April 1946 – articles in camp magazine.

May 1946 – Described as “Concrete houses and huts.” Hostel leader; O/Fw Herbert Schmidt (A); “excellent.”

1/1947 – Hostel leader; Fw Walter Lehmann (B), aged 36, business man. “Good, quiet going type.” 5/1947 – same leader, upgraded to (A).

	
	9/1945
	5/1946
	7/1946
	10/1946
	1/1947
	5/1947
	9/1947
	10/1947
	12/1947
	2/1948
	3/1948

	Elmbridge
	With C142
	256
	242
	267
	321
	316
	
	
	
	
	




Highnam Court. With 61

12/1947 – Hostel leader; O/Gefr Werner Hausweiler. 3/1948 – same leader.

	
	9/1945
	5/1946
	7/1946
	10/1946
	1/1947
	5/1947
	9/1947
	10/1947
	12/1947
	2/1948
	3/1948

	Highnam
	
	
	
	With C61
	160
	289
	234






Hunt Court. (Cheltenham) NGR SO 903 177. 2 miles from HQ. See location under Bentham House Camp 142.

7/1946 – Described as “Only just turned over from Italians.”

28/29 July 1946 – Segregation Section Report on this hostel, mainly concerned with political screening. 180 pows arrived on 19 July who had been held in pow camps in the USA. Most of the pows were older men, 102 over the age of 35, and few under 25. The C grade pows were mainly younger men who had been brought up under National Socialism and knew nothing else. One of the A graded pows had spent 31 months in a concentration camp for his anti-Nazi activities.

Hostel leader; O/Gefr Werner Hausweiler, aged 28, metal turner; “Pleasant personality, quiet demeanour and anti-militarist.” Had been camp leader at Shrivenham under the Americans.

	Political screening:
	A
	B+
	B
	B-
	C
	C+

	
	2
	16
	124
	19
	17
	-



1/1947 – Hostel leader; Uffz Guettler.

	
	9/1945
	5/1946
	7/1946
	10/1946
	1/1947
	5/1947
	9/1947
	10/1947
	12/1947
	2/1948
	3/1948

	Hunt Court
	
	
	180
	2
	19
	86
	
	
	
	
	




Northleach. 15 miles from HQ.

Memory - some pows housed in the old prison.

7/1946 – Described as “1 hut” and “Only just turned over from Italians.” New intake of Germans from camps in the USA – described as “Black,” i.e. Nazis. Hostel leader; Gefr Walther Amtsberg, aged 24, clerk. Member of Hitler Youth and then the Nazi Party; “Efficient, intelligent, opportunist.” Recommended he be replaced as soon as possible.

9/1947 – Hostel leader; Ofw Adolf Brandes (B). 12/1947 – same leader.

	
	9/1945
	5/1946
	7/1946
	10/1946
	1/1947
	5/1947
	9/1947
	10/1947
	12/1947
	2/1948
	3/1948

	Northleach
	With C37, C142
	50
	58
	-
	-
	64
	61
	60
	50
	




Quedgeley Court. Described as “house and huts.” 12 miles from HQ.

7/1946 – Hostel leader; Fw Bruno Gembach (B+), aged 33, municipal civil servant, Member of the Nazi party and SA; “Now rejects nazis entirely. Fair personality and character.” 1/1947 – same leader; “Slight opportunist but supports re-education fully.”

28 January 1947 – House of commons, written answers:

“Mr. Skeffington-Lodge - asked the Secretary of State for War for what reason the commandant responsible for the prisoners of war living at Quedgeley Court Hostel, Gloucester, has made the town out of bounds although it is within a five-mile radius of their quarters and has also forbidden them to go into any church, unless in an organised group, on a Sunday morning.

Mr. Bellenger - Gloucester has been put out of bounds to all German prisoners of war in that area as the privilege of walking unescorted in the town has been abused. As a result of this order prisoners of war have only been allowed to attend church services in organised groups.” Hansard Volume 432: debated on Tuesday 28 January 1947

5/1947 – Hostel leader; Ofw Ferdinand Dreyer (B+), aged 34, bank clerk; “Good type, but depressed and wants to give up the job.”

9/1947 – Hostel leader; Uffz Artur Lehmann (B), aged 44, innkeeper; “The best of a rather poor bunch and having some difficulty with his job due to local hostel circumstances.”

Small groups attended Gloucester Council meetings. 12/1947 – same leader.

3/1948 – Hostel leader; O/Sch.M Martin Stichel.

	
	9/1945
	5/1946
	7/1946
	10/1946
	1/1947
	5/1947
	9/1947
	10/1947
	12/1947
	2/1948
	3/1948

	Quedgley Court
	With C142
	112
	102
	138
	124
	51
	34
	36
	51
	43


Shurdington. 3 miles from main camp.

7/1946 – Described as “1 hut.” Hostel leader; O/Fw Friedrich Schneidau (B), aged 29, professional soldier, previously a metal turner; “Very willing but shows little political understanding.”

	
	9/1945
	5/1946
	7/1946
	10/1946
	1/1947
	5/1947
	9/1947
	10/1947
	12/1947
	2/1948
	3/1948

	Shurdington
	With C142
	42
	45
	
	
	
	
	
	
	




Siddington

1 September 1945 – taken over from Camp 37. Hutted, but, “some live in the main building.” 18 miles from HQ.

5/1946 – Hostel leader; Fw Max Panek (B). 1/1947 – same leader, aged 33, draughtsman. “Non political and rather stodgy.” 9/1947 – same leader. Small groups visited Cirencester Council meetings.

	
	9/1945
	5/1946
	7/1946
	10/1946
	1/1947
	5/1947
	9/1947
	10/1947
	12/1947
	2/1948
	3/1948

	Siddington
	200 cap.
	260
	255
	246
	222
	186
	199
	186
	To C124
	
	




Springhill Satellite. Camp 185

3/1948 – Camp leader; Fw Helmut Roehl

	
	9/1945
	5/1946
	7/1946
	10/1946
	1/1947
	5/1947
	9/1947
	10/1947
	12/1947
	2/1948
	3/1948

	Springhill
	Camp 185
	344
	491




Winchcombe. Previously Sudely Castle Camp 37, then satellite to Springhill.

	
	9/1945
	5/1946
	7/1946
	10/1946
	1/1947
	5/1947
	9/1947
	10/1947
	12/1947
	2/1948
	3/1948

	Winchcombe
	Camp 37, then with C185
	207
	




Woodchester Court. Described as a house. 10 miles from HQ.

7/1946 – Just being fitted with electric supply.

7/1946 – Hostel leader; FW Franz Fuchs (B-), aged 26, “Very poor type.” He was replaced by; Uffz Fritz Dohse (A), aged 29, decorator; “Good personality and character.”

1/1947 – Hostel leader; O/Gerf Fritsch (B)

5/1947 – Hostel leader; Uffz Paul Hauck (B), aged 30, chemist, “Pleasant personality, non-political.” 9/1947 – same leader.

	
	9/1945
	5/1946
	7/1946
	10/1946
	1/1947
	5/1947
	9/1947
	10/1947
	12/1947
	2/1948
	3/1948

	Woodchester Court
	With C142
	39
	38
	39
	57
	25
	17
	To C124
	
	



[2] - https://www.ww2pow.uk/
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