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Included in the 1945 ICRC Camp list – Labour Camp. 262. RAF Camp, Langar, Barnstone, Nottingham.
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	OS NGR
	Sheet
	No.
	Name & Location
	County
	Cond’n
	Type 1945
	Comments

	SK 739 333
	129
	262
	RAF Camp, Langar
	Nottinghamshire
	5
	German Working Camp
	Former RAF Langar. Precise location not identified, NGR given for centre of airfield. Numerous dispersed accommodation sites.



	Location: From the EH description and similar sites, there may have been a main HQ / administration centre and some accommodation / other buildings for pow use alongside the airfield. 

Before the camp: The airfield was opened in 1942 and then used by the RAF and USAAF. The RAF returned in October 1944 until March 1945.

Pow Camp: POW Camp from the end of the war. Formed from 3 camps – 166, 183 and 262. Saltby 183 became a satellite camp.

Spring/Summer 1945 – listed as opened for German pows with 500 capacity. (Progress report 152 – FO 939/383).

March 1946 – Camp magazine; Der Lagerspiegel : POW Camp 262 - The Wiener Holocaust Library
[bookmark: _Hlk192846461]
	Oversight and development of re-education activities and English teaching for German pows was carried out by PID (Political Intelligence Department of the Foreign Office) / COGA (Control Office for Germany and Austria – UK). Visits and reports were made. The standard of the reports varied greatly. The visitors took little interest, if any, in activities other than re-education. They rarely mentioned welfare, sports, games, pastimes, crafts, etc of the pows. If there were still Italian pows in hostels, they were usually ignored by PID.



1 April 1947 – Re-education report. Listed as the 3rd visit, but the previous 2 are not in the National Archive file. The previous visit was in July 1946.

The camp address was; “Langar, Notts,” but later in the report it called the HQ location; “Harby.” Harby village is about 1.5 miles S of Langar airfield. Another report listed it as “Barnstone,” just N of the airfield. This suggests that buildings were located in a wide area around the airfield.
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	Ordnance Survey 1950


Strength; 2 officers, 1561 Other Ranks in main, 1 satellite camp, 3 hostels + billets.

Commandant: 	Lt Col N A McD’Walker							Camp leader:	Fw L Koersgen (B+)
Interpreter:	S/Sgt Misanski								Deputy C/L:	Ogefr K Lang (B-)
											German M.O.:	Stabsarzt Dr Dietrich (B)

The Commandant was interested in re-education; “He is meticulous in his duties and rules over the camp with the scrupulous fairness of a patriarch.” All arrangements for visits had to be vetted by him.

Camp leader Koersgen had been leader for 6 months and was found to be, “very satisfactory.”

Deputy Lang was, “a good disciplinarian and quite suitable.”

	Political screening:
	A
	B
	C

	
	50
	1320
	193



154 pows were appealing against their political grades – the better the grade, the sooner repatriated, in theory. 25 appeals had been heard and 23 were allowed, this high number was reflected in other camps where re-screening took place. 

250 pows repatriated to date. A further 70 were due to leave made up of A grades and “Crocks” (medically unfit).

Morale was recorded as good. The camp was well organised and pows had good relationships with the British staff. It was believed that good political progress was being made, except at Saltby.

420 pows were ‘youth’ (under 25). They were not considered to be a problem and were participating in activities.

The standard list of re-education activities was given –

Newspapers – “Adequate.”

Library – 2000 books in HQ and 1200 at Saltby. Hostels were regularly supplied.

Lectures – Regular at all sites and popular.

Discussion groups – Held twice a month.

Films – “Adequate.”

Wireless - “Adequate.”

Camp magazine – 350 copies, with 20 pages, issued twice a month.

Press review – Produced twice a week.

English Instruction – HQ produced a paper called ‘English Companion’ for pows learning English. Copies were sent to COGA.

Information room – displayed exhibitions of text and pictures on a theme, currently UNRRA.

Other camp activities –

Religion – 15% interest. Services were “adequate.”

Entertainment – Theatre group, orchestra and outdoor sports were all well organised.

8/11 August 1947 – Re-educational survey. Strength; 5 officers, 2894 OR.

Commandant: 	Lt Col H F Howell				Camp leader:	O/Gefr Karl Lang (B-)
Interpreter:	S/Sgt Misanski					Deputy C/L:	Fw Johannes Schroeder (B+)
								German M.O.:	St.Arzt Dr Werner Diedrich (B) / St.Arzt Dr Ernst Hessbruegen / O/Arzt Dr Kurt Henckel (B-)

The Commandant was new to pow work, he took an interest in re-education.

Interpreter Misanski was described as; “a diminutive person of despotic bearing.” He was due to be demobilised.

The Camp leader, aged 35, book printer, had been deputy; “He is not very intelligent.”

Deputy Schroeder, aged 40, a master baker; “more alert and outspoken than the C/L.”

2 of the M.O.’s, St.Arzt Dr Ernst Hessbruegen [or Hessbrűcker] and O/Arzt Dr Kurt Henckel (B-) had been transferred from Wollaton Camp 166.

3 German dentists – O/Gefr Dr Ludwig Diener (B) / U/Arzt Dr Reinhard Becker (A) / Uffz Josef Augstein (B+)

	Political screening:
	A
	B+
	B
	B-

	
	8
	301
	2319
	271



815 pows repatriated to date. 

Morale was described as ‘generally fairly high.’ Political progress was being made, but there were, “a sprinkling of Nazi elements mostly rough types and furthermore some anarchic mob elements.” Most of these “undesirables” were placed in the main camp.

Pows had been allowed greater freedom to walk out of camp in their free time, therefore many camp activities had reduced. Changes noted –

Library – 5300 books.

Discussion groups – suspended during the summer months. (They did not restart).

Films – Supplied by YMCA and Travelling Films Ltd.

Wireless – 2 sets in the main camp with 48 loudspeakers. 

Camp magazine – 400 copies, with 28 pages, issued twice a month.

Press review – broadcast daily during the evening meal at HQ. Translations of news displayed on a noticeboard. Similar at other sites, but generally less often.

Information room – deteriorated due to lack of organisation.

Religion – there was a chapel at HQ used for RC services, with a visiting pow RC padre from camp 52 every 6 weeks, and an English RC priest from Nottingham weekly. Protestants attended Barnstone parish church where padre Olt Kessler (A) gave services. There were also Bible study classes. Pows at hostels attended services in local churches.

Education – only classes for English.

Outside contacts – many pows developed informal contacts with local families. Formal contacts were being established with councils and religious bodies. 4 hostels near to Nottingham were able to attend various institutions within the city.

25/28 November 1947 – Survey of re-education. Strength; 3 officers, 1844 OR.

Commandant: 	Lt Col H F Howell						Camp leader:	Fw Johannes Schroeder (B+)
Interpreter:	2/Lieut U S Gunz						Deputy C/L:	Fhj/Fw K Bruder
										German M.O.:	St.Arzt Dr Werner Diedrich (B)

The new interpreter was aged 21 and new to pow work.

No screening figures were given. 1105 pows repatriated to date.

Morale was recorded as good, and better in hostels than in the main camp. The hostels were all situated on the outskirts of Nottingham and pows were able to go into the town. The main camp was 11 miles from Nottingham, (the bus took an hour and cost 1/6d) and “lies in flat, unattractive country.” The pows clothing was often poor and not replaced – 250 men required greatcoats, which the Commandant was trying to find. Most pows were politically apathetic – Christmas arrangements and the Royal marriage (Elizabeth and Philip)  were of more interest. Communism was not detected.

50% of the pows were ‘youth;’ they were not regarded as a problem.

Attendance at all activities were down, pows preferred to leave the camp whenever possible. There had been large changes of pows arriving and departing due to harvest requirements and this broke up many activity and friendship groups.

The HQ wireless had 59 loudspeakers around the camp!

The orchestra was down to 8 players. There was no theatre group.

Two hostels held Ukrainian pows. They had been members of the Waffen-SS Division Galizien. The division was accused of major war crimes against civilians. The only mention of them was that they had a choir of very high standard which visited the hostels. 

22/25 March 1948 – Repatriation survey. Strength; 1 officer, 1406 OR.

Commandant: 	Lt Col H F Howell						Camp leader:	Hans Franke
Interpreter:	2/Lieut U S Gunz						Deputy C/L:	None
										German M.O.:	St.Arzt Dr Ernst Hessbruegen  /  Dr Klein.
2174 pows repatriated to date.

[bookmark: _Hlk208328649][bookmark: _Hlk194085265]A survey was conducted in camps still open at this time concerning pow attitudes to the British, (following a PID circular dated 25.2.1948). It was pointless, carried out far too late and in totally random ways. Some visitors simply gathered whoever was around and asked them to give a show of hands to the questions, some only asked a ‘selected’ group. The visitor at Langar stated he had ‘interviewed’ an unknown number of pows. For what it is worth (nothing?) the results were;

	Attitudes to British:
	Hate
	Dislike
	Distrust
	Indifference
	Benefit of doubt
	Liking

	
	0
	4%
	8%
	18%
	25%
	45%



Visitors to some camps discussed resettlement; Countess Matuschka visited Langar. She was from the British zone and so was unable to answer many questions about conditions in the Russian zone which caused most anxiety.

Very little had been done to improve the pows clothing.

The camp closed shortly after this report.

Known Camp Commandants 

1947 Lt Col N A McD Walker, from the Sherwood Foresters.
1947 Lt Col H F Howell

After the camp: Used as accommodation for displaced persons. From 1952 the Royal Canadian Airforce used the base as a supply station.

Further Information:
National Archives FO 1120/239 – Re-educational survey visit reports for camps 260 to 263. Dated 1 January 1946 – 31 December 1948. Used above.
National Archives FO 939/83 for inspection Report carried out by the Control Office for Germany and Austria (COGA) – ‘1 Bomb Disposal Camp, Bunny Park Camp, Bunny, Nottinghamshire – dated 1947. See below for transcript.
The Imperial War Museum has copies of the magazine, dated February/September 1947 and February 1948, Ref LBY E.J. 381. The German Federal Archives also has a copy, date unknown.
Camp numbers

	
	Open
	
	
	With other camps
	
	
	Unknown
	
	
	Not listed / not open



	
	
	4/1947
	8/1947
	11/1947
	3/1948

	HQ
	
	730
	803
	555
	607

	Buckminster
	With C51 & 183
	95
	89
	With C51

	Edmondthorpe
	With C183
	93
	89
	With C51
	

	Redmile
	With C183
	79
	90
	With C51

	Saltby satellite
	Camp 183
	383
	612
	With C51
	

	Arnold
	
	
	274
	81
	

	Bulwell
	Camp 793
	188
	126
	73

	Clifton
	
	
	210
	144
	

	Tollerton
	Camp 169
	269
	16
	47

	Bunny Park
	
	
	
	38
	36

	Adbolton
	
	
	
	277 Ukrainian
	57

	Greenwood Road
	With C166
	361 Ukrainian
	158

	Little Carlton
	
	
	
	
	114

	Old Dalby
	Camp 613
	36

	Chilwell
	
	
	
	
	40

	Scofton Aerodrome
	
	
	
	
	33

	Wollaton
	Camp 166
	82

	Anti Sq Parties (1)
	
	
	
	
	55

	Billetees
	
	183
	270
	206
	46

	Total
	
	1563
	2899 + 5 in hospital
	1847 + 43 detached
	1407 + 23 detached



(1) Small Anti Squatter groups left in hostels to prevent them being taken over by civilians.



Satellite camps and hostels.

Adbolton

11/1947 – Hostel leader; St/Fw P Koc

3/1948 – Hostel leader; Toni Thonissen

	
	
	4/1947
	8/1947
	11/1947
	3/1948

	Adbolton
	
	
	
	277 Ukrainian
	57








	Arnold (18 miles from HQ). Memories recall a camp that held Italians and later Germans on the outskirts of Arnold. NGR SK 608 470

8/1947 – Hostel leader; Fw Bruno Chelminicki (B), aged 32, merchant; “though not a typical German is a pleasant enough personality to manage a large hostel.” 11/1947 – same leader.

	
	
	4/1947
	8/1947
	11/1947
	3/1948

	Arnold
	
	
	274
	81
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	Ordnance Survey 1955


Buckminster. 15 miles from HQ. Previously administered by Allington Camp 51 and Saltby Camp 183. 

4/1947 – Hostel leader; Uffz Wilhelm Wieditz (B). 8/1947 – same leader, aged 27, hairdresser; “capable.” Most pows were from ‘Rumania’ and many were depressed by news received from home.

13 September 1947 – transferred back to Camp 51.

	
	
	4/1947
	8/1947
	11/1947
	3/1948

	Buckminster
	With C51 & 183
	95
	89
	With C51




Bulwell. 18 miles from HQ. Previously Bulwell Camp 793.

8/1947 – Hostel leader; O/Fhr Karl-Heinz Bussemeier (B+), aged 25, postal inspector; “doing well for the hostel.” 11/1947 – same leader.

3/1948 – Hostel leader; Ernst Sundermann.

	
	
	4/1947
	8/1947
	11/1947
	3/1948

	Bulwell
	Camp 793
	188
	126
	73




	Bunny – German POWs who worked with No.1 Bomb Disposal Squadron were administered from this camp. Some were based in a hostel at the village of Bunny, Nottinghamshire – with detachments located in other camps. See at end for notes and an Inspection Report.

Location for Bunny Camp – there was an army bomb disposal unit on Wysall Road – and a list of BD POW units gives a slight extra clue of ‘Bunny Park.’ (FO939/83).

The 1952 OS map shows Wysall Road running down the middle of the map – with Bunny Park alongside on the W. There is a small cluster of buildings at NGR SK 598 297 which may have been the army camp / pow camp. The buildings do not show on the 1922 map and are not on the modern map. 

	
	
	4/1947
	8/1947
	11/1947
	3/1948

	Bunny Park
	
	
	
	38
	36
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Chilwell

3/1948 – Hostel leader; Winfrid Beckersdorf

	
	
	4/1947
	8/1947
	11/1947
	3/1948

	Chilwell
	
	
	
	
	40




Clifton. 14 miles from HQ

8/1947 – Hostel leader; O/Masch Fienhold (B), aged 30, machine mechanic, 8 years in German navy; “is businesslike but nevertheless an unconvincing type of no cultural attainments.” 30% of the pows had served in the Channel Islands.

11/1947 – Hostel leader; O/Funkm H Leuchtenberg.

	
	
	4/1947
	8/1947
	11/1947
	3/1948

	Clifton
	
	
	210
	144
	




Edmondthorpe. 17 miles from HQ. Previously administered by Saltby Camp 183.

4/1947 – Hostel leader; J Hempelt (B)

8/1947 – Hostel leader; O/Fw Otto Keller (B), aged 34, bookseller.

13 September 1947 - administered by Allington Camp 51.

	
	
	4/1947
	8/1947
	11/1947
	3/1948

	Edmondthorpe
	With C183
	93
	89
	With C51
	




Greenwood Road.

11/1947 - Hostel leader; Sold. D Feszczur

3/1948 – Hostel leader; Kurt Muenzberg

	
	
	4/1947
	8/1947
	11/1947
	3/1948

	Greenwood Road
	With C166
	361 Ukrainian
	158




Little Carlton. Possibly Carlton Camp 143 – NOT confirmed.

3/1948 – Hostel leader; Wilhelm Manteufel

	
	
	4/1947
	8/1947
	11/1947
	3/1948

	Little Carlton
	
	
	
	
	114




Old Dalby

3/1948 – Hostel leader; Helmut Zeh.

	
	
	4/1947
	8/1947
	11/1947
	3/1948

	Old Dalby
	Camp 613
	36



Redmile. 10 miles from HQ.

Previously with Saltby Camp 183. Local memories recall Italian pows.

4/1947 – Hostel leader; Erich Beyer [Beier] (B). 8/1947 – same leader, aged 32, mechanic; “pleasant type.”

13 September 1947 - administered by Allington Camp 51.

	
	
	4/1947
	8/1947
	11/1947
	3/1948

	Redmile
	With C183
	79
	90
	With C51




Saltby satellite camp. 12 miles from HQ. Previously independent Saltby Camp 183 

4/1947 – Hostel leader; Uffz Hans Karlina (B), “quite suitable,” in post for over a year. 

30% were ex-SS, but it was stated that they were making some political progress.

8/1947 – Officer i/c: Capt T G Morgan, M.C. Same camp leader, aged 32, house decorator; “efficient and thoughtful.” There was a choir at this hostel.

13 September 1947 - administered by Allington Camp 51.

	
	
	4/1947
	8/1947
	11/1947
	3/1948

	Saltby satellite
	Camp 183
	383
	612
	With C51
	




Scofton Aerodrome

	
	
	4/1947
	8/1947
	11/1947
	3/1948

	Scofton Aerodrome
	
	
	
	
	33




Tollerton. 12 miles from HQ. Previously independent Camp 169.

8/1947 – Hostel leader; Fhr Paul Flohr (A) being repatriated and replaced by O/Gefr Otto Stein (B+), aged 40, savings bank inspector.

Low morale recorded in the hostel due to bad news from home, and admission refused at some of the cinemas and dance halls in Nottingham. 11/1947 – Hostel leader, O/Gefr O Stein.

3/1948 – Hostel leader; Christian Theis.

	
	
	4/1947
	8/1947
	11/1947
	3/1948

	Tollerton
	Camp 169
	269
	16
	47




Wollaton

3/1948 – Hostel leader; Hans Poetsch

	
	
	4/1947
	8/1947
	11/1947
	3/1948

	Wollaton
	Camp 166
	82







	Transcript of re-education inspection report carried out for COGA on 262 hostel at Bunny village, (Ref: FO 939/83).

	
Mr.Hamilton
CONFIDENTIAL

Camp Address                                No. & Type of Camp                                        Date of Visit     
Bunny                                             1. Bomb Disposal Squadron                             16. - 18.12.47     
Nottingham
                                                       Name of Visitor.                                       Report handed in
                                                       A.G.George                                              20.12.47.

                                                       Object of visit                                                   No. of Visits
                                                       Re-educational Survey                                     1
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Strength:		Offs: 173 [Crossed out]			O.R’s: 175				Total: 175

of which

		24 at H.Q. (Bunny)			administered by PW Camp 262
Detachments:
		12 at Sheffield				administered by PW Camp 296
		31 at Birmingham			          “          “   PW Camp 39
		20 at Buckton				          “          “   PW Camp 250
		25 at Hull				          “          “   PW Camp 136
		61 at Sibsey				          “          “   PW Camp 79
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Personnel:
		O.C.		: Major R.A. Shorter, R.E.
		Interpreter	: Nil.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

I was very cordially received by the O.C. who was most cooperative. He told me that he had made arrangements with Northern Command for his widely scattered detachments of P’sW to be administered by the nearest P.W. Camps as shown above. A special stores check was made on the detachment at Sibsey, some 70 miles from Bunny, and the O.C made arrangements for me to travel on the P.W. used for that purpose. I was also able to accompany the Guards Officer on his Contact Visit to 262 P.W. Camp. Judging by the conditions at HQ Bunny & Sibsey, it appears that the PW Camps responsible take very little notice of these detachments. This may be due to the fact that the Ps’W have been specially trained with Royal Engineers for Bomb disposal work and are therefore regarded as “untouchables” by the Camps concerned or perhaps to the rather isolated locations of the detachments.
	At the detachments I visited, there were no signs of either educational or reeducational activities. Neither film shows nor lectures are given at the detachments. In the first place the numbers are small, secondly the sites are very isolated and thirdly petrol restrictions do not permit PsW to be transported to the main camps or nearest hostels.
	News papers, usually 2 or 3 English ones, are supplied locally and charged to the Welfare Funds of the main Camps concerned. No German papers have been received by the detachments so far. Wochenpost and Ausblick are received from the Main Camps as also Camp newspapers. No contributions have been made to the latter. Library books are exchanged monthly by the Main Camps.
	No accommodation is available for the Information Rooms, and official notices and copies of Nachrichtendienst der Wochenpost are displayed in the small recreation rooms.
	The detachment at Bunny has a wireless set which was supplied by 262 Camp but the detachment at Sibsey is at present using a set belonging to the British staff. News is received both from Hamburg and Leipzig. 
	As already mentioned there are no educational activities and religious interest appears to be very low. Padres from the Main Camps have not yet visited these detachments, although plans have been made for Christmas services to be held by them.
	Table tennis and cards are the chief form of entertainment.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

	As the detachments of this B.D. Squadron have been handed over to local P.W. Camps for administration I recommend that the respective T.A’s be advised forthwith so that they may deal with them on their next visits to the camps concerned.
	It is recommended that an appropriate parcel of German newspapers be sent to Major R.A. Shorter, R.E., O.C. No.1 B.D.SQ.Bunny, Nottingham, for initial circulation to his detachments and that the P.W. camps concerned be asked to ensure that these small detachments are considered in their future distributions.
	It is strongly recommended that contact be made with DBD (Director of Bomb Disposal) at the War Office to ascertain the present locations and dispositions of P’sW employed by Bomb Disposal Squadrons in other parts of the country.

Ma. Re.

Wochenpost – German weekly newspaper.
Ausblick – magazine for pows.
O.C. Officer commanding
T.A.’s training advisers
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