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	OS NGR
	Sheet
	No.
	Name & Location
	County
	Cond’n
	Type 1945
	Comments

	TL 845 626
	155
	260
	Hardwick Heath, Bury St Edmunds
	Suffolk
	4
	German Working Camp
	Site occupied by a hospital.



	Location: Camp was at NGR TL 853 626.

Before the camp: Wooded heathland.

Pow Camp: Approximately 64 huts. Memories state that Italian pows were held here before it opened for German pows.

Spring/Summer 1945 – listed as opened for German pows with 800 capacity. (Progress report 152 – FO 939/383).

“Parties of prisoners were collected by local farmers to work on the land, and Borough Council accounts show that some of the roads for the new Mildenhall Road estate were built by prisoners of war. A dozen or so POWs were regularly delivered for duties at Gibraltar Barracks, where they worked in the messes, cookhouse, Quartermaster's Stores, and did odd jobs such as woodcutting and gardening... The German prisoners at Hardwick Heath had their own newsletter called "Lagerecho", which continued to be produced up to February 1948.” Details from; www.stedmundsburychronicle.co.uk/Chronicle/1946-2000.htm

1946 – Intake of many pows from camps in the USA and Belgium. Most of the ex-US pows had a very low morale as they had been misinformed in the US they were being repatriated. Instead, they found themselves in working camps in the UK. Many pows transferred from camps in Belgium had experienced extremely poor conditions.

April 1946 – Camp magazine No 1, 4 pages; Das Lagerecho : P.W.W. Camp 260 - The Wiener Holocaust Library
[bookmark: _Hlk192846461]
	Oversight and development of re-education activities and English teaching for German pows was carried out by PID (Political Intelligence Department of the Foreign Office) / COGA (Control Office for Germany and Austria – UK). Visits and reports were made. The standard of the reports varied greatly. The visitors took little interest, if any, in activities other than re-education. They rarely mentioned welfare, sports, games, pastimes, crafts, etc of the pows. If there were still Italian pows in hostels, they were usually ignored by PID.
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	Ordnance Survey 1957



23-26 July 1946 – Progress report. Listed as the 4th visit, but the first 3 reports are not in the National Archive file.

Strength; 1 officer (the M.O.), 2375 Other Ranks in HQ, 1 satellite, 5 hostels and billets.

Commandant:	Lt Col F V Oborne							Camp leader:	Schiemann (B+)
Interpreters:	S/Sgt Dominitz								Deputy C/L:	Boehnisch (B)
		S/Sgt Bennet								German M.O.:	Ob.Arzt Kros(z)

The camp leader was new in post. The previous leader had been a “thoroughly bad influence” and had been posted away. Under the new leader the camp was said to be more contented and ran more smoothly.


	Political screening:
	A+
	A
	A/B
	B+
	B
	B-
	B/C
	C
	C+

	
	1
	27
	18
	25
	864
	56
	4
	165
	8



Morale had improved under the new camp leader. Youth pows (under 25) were not seen as a problem.

Part of the standard list of re-education activities was given:

Newspapers – “adequate.”

Library – “inadequate.” 100 recreational books, 80 text books. 

Discussion groups – None, though discussions did occur after lectures.

Films – YMCA films at all sites. A YMCA truck with a generator was used when hostels had no electric supply. PID films only shown at HQ.

Wireless – “adequate.”

Camp magazine – 8 issues so far. Paper supplies were running short.

Press reviews – Held weekly and at all hostels. Short extracts of news displayed on notice boards.

Information room – just starting.

Missing from this list – Wochenpost and Ausblick / Lectures.

Other camp activities –

Religion – Protestant and RC padres in HQ also visited the hostels.

Education – 13 classes not named.

Theatre – Started in HQ and Chadacre with variety shows.

Orchestra - Started in HQ and Chadacre. Many of the instruments were made in Chadacre camp.

Choir - Started in HQ and Chadacre.

2 to 10 October 1946 – Visit by the Segregation Section to review screening. Strength; 0 officers, 2661 OR. (Why wasn’t the M.O. recorded as an officer?).

Camp leader – Stfkm Erich Schiemann (A), aged 35, professional soldier, “intelligent and honest,” supported re-education.

A new deputy C/L; Ofw Ewald Jutzas (B-), “unimaginative type, willing to oblige,” stated he had been a member of the SA “to please his employer.”

	Political screening:
	A+
	A
	A-
	B+
	B
	B-
	C
	C+

	
	-
	149
	-
	157
	1453
	290
	604
	8



A high number of C grade (Nazi) pows. The British staff, as well as the pows, expressed doubts over the accuracy of COGA screening results.

9/11 January 1947 – Progress report. Strength; 2 officers, 2523 OR.

Commandant:	Lt Col F V Oborne							Camp leader:	P Weiant (B)
Interpreter:	S/Sgt Kraus								Deputy C/L:	R Deutgen (B)
											German M.O.:	Ob.Arzt Dr W Krosz (B)   /  Dr K H Lueg (B)  

The new interpreter had been in post for 1 week – and was due to leave in 2 weeks!


	Political screening:
	A+
	A
	B+
	B
	B-
	C
	C+
	Unscreened

	
	-
	15
	300
	1050
	450
	545
	-
	165



650 pows were appealing against their political grades – the better the grade, the sooner repatriated, in theory. 253 pows repatriated to date.

Morale was mixed. Positive factors were the start of repatriations and an easing on fraternisation rules. Negative aspects were slow repatriation, especially for the C grade pows, and resentment over screening results. 

Youth pows were now considered to be “a problem of some magnitude.” Many of them were graded (C) and were not active in re-education activities.

The standard list of re-education activities showed a definite improvement, but many pows did not participate due to the “rather arduous work” they were carrying out.

Wochenpost and Ausblick – separate appendix.

Newspapers – very wide range of 150 British papers purchased. Some German and Swiss papers were being sent by COGA.

Library – “improved since last visit,” and more books expected.

Lectures – regular and generally popular.

Discussion groups – started and popular.

Films – weekly at HQ and satellites, fortnightly at Ousden hostel. Supplied by YMCA and a commercial company. 

Wireless – “adequate.”

Camp magazine – Edited by a committee. Paper supplies still an issue.

Press reviews – Daily headlines, Weekly reviews, and wall newspapers.

English instruction – separate appendix.

Information room – still being developed.

Other camp activities –

Religion – Many contacts with local clergy. RC padre from this camp was visiting Victoria camp 85 – then later the Protestant Padre, Richter. There were 3 choirs – 1 had performed on Christmas Eve at Bury St Edmunds Abbey.

Education – a wide range of classes were held.

Entertainments – active theatre groups and orchestras.

8-12 April 1947 – Progress report. Strength; 2 officers, 2211 OR.

1 change to senior personnel, a new Interpreter:	S/Sgt T Greenbaum – highly praised by the visitor. 

	Political screening:
	A+
	A
	B+
	B
	B-
	C
	C+
	Unscreened

	
	1
	11
	245
	1085
	435
	436
	0
	0



The number of appeals had risen to 680 – none had been heard. 414 pows repatriated to date.

Morale was mainly good. Dissatisfaction was expressed that no appeals against political grades had been heard. 

There were only minor changes to activities since the last report.

25-28 June 1947 – Re-educational survey. Strength; 2 officers, 1910 OR.
No change to senior personnel.

	Political screening:
	A+
	A
	B+
	B
	B-
	C

	
	1
	23
	161
	1365
	360
	2



187 appeals still pending. No details of previous appeals, but the reduction of C grades from 436 to 2 indicates that most were successful – this was reflected in most camps. 453 pows repatriated to date.

There was a working group [Arbeitsgemeinschaft] of 40 pows leading discussion groups. 

Press reviews were given in meetings and regularly broadcast over the camp’s loudspeakers.

Information rooms displayed exhibitions of text and pictures on a theme, often with materials sent by COGA, eg. “Die Atombombe.”

Sports were very popular, in particular, football, with matches played against local teams. An athletics meeting was being organised for 1 August. 

Many pows had informal contacts with local families. In addition, formal arrangements were made with –

Fabian Society – meetings with 30-40 every Tuesday.
War Agricultural Executive Committee (WAEC) meetings
Local law courts
Labour Party and Trades Union meetings
County and town council meetings.
Salvation Army on Sundays.

16-19 September 1947 – Re-educational survey. Strength; 1 officer, 1636 OR.

Commandant:	Lt Col F V Oborne							Camp leader:	P Weiant (B)
Interpreter:	S/Sgt T Gruenbaum							Deputy C/L:	R Deutgen (B)
											German M.O.:	Ob.Arzt Dr A Rosenthal (B+) 


	Political screening:
	A+
	A
	B+
	B
	B-
	C

	
	1
	2
	137
	1160
	336
	1




No further appeals. 254 pows repatriated since the last report. 

Excellent conditions at all sites. There were complaints over the limited range of items they were allowed to send home.

Participation in re-education activities had declined due to long working hours during the harvest and the greater freedoms allowed to leave the camp in spare time. Changes noted;

Camp magazine – 215 copies were produced. Warnings were given over inaccurate reporting of some recent political events.

Education – reduced to just maths and chemistry classes, mainly due to leading pows being repatriated and pows choosing to leave camp in their free time.

4 November and 16/17 December 1947 – Progress report. Strength; 1 officer, 1020 OR. 

No change to senior personnel.

Simplified screening figures were given: A 1  /  B 1020. 1265 pows repatriated to date.

Attendance at re-education activities continued to diminish – pows had one main interest which was repatriation. Outside contacts remained strong. Many pows were invited to join families at Christmas.


Films were supplied by YMCA and Travelling Films Ltd.

Religion – Protestant padre Charles Soyeaux (B); RC padre Matteaus Mayer (A).

Entertainment – the theatre group had ended, just an orchestra left to perform.

4 December 1947 - it was reported that; “In recognition of his bravery in rescuing a Lawshall man from an attack by a bull, a German P.O.W., Godfrey Dappert of No 260 P.O.W. Camp, Hardwicke, has received an illuminated address from the Carnegie Trust and a watch suitably inscribed, the presentation was made by Brigadier J Slater OBE, Deputy Commander of the East Anglian District at a ceremony on Hardwicke Heath.” (Article in Suffolk Free press).

[image: ]< Nissen huts at the camp – picture taken when the site was in use for emergency housing.

March 1948 – a report for Carpenters Road Camp 30 records that 20 pows were transferred to them from Hardwick Heath. The pows were very unhappy as they had expected to be sent to the transit camp prior to repatriation, instead they were being expected to do farm work. 

March 11th 1948, Bury & Suffolk Free Press;

“Sudbury police have a large quantity of clothing on their hands, the property was taken from a German P.O W., Gerhart Engler, formerly of Acton Camp who had escaped from close detention at Hardwicke camp, he had committed many crimes in the Hartest-Somerton area. Superintendent Butcher said he had arrested Gerhart at Bures and recovered two suitcases of property, he was handed over to the military authorities at Colchester but he escaped again. Superintendent Butcher said Engler had been associating with a woman at Great Cornard and that she had a baby by him which had since died, Engler was the biggest liar he had ever seen.

In January he had appeared at Middlesex Sessions and some of the property recovered then had labels on from large stores in Croydon, he is now serving 18 months in Wandsworth. The Clerk said no-one came forward for some of the articles and that an order had been made for some things unclaimed to go to the Crown.”

14/15 April 1948 – Final impression and General survey. Strength; 1 officer, 259 OR.

Commandant:	Lt Col F V Oborne							Camp leader:	Heinz Hoffmann (B)
Interpreter:	Capt E J Donovan							Deputy C/L:	Hermann Fuchs (B)
											German M.O.:	Hans Ludwig. 

No screening figures were given. 2026 pows repatriated to date.

In these last days for the camp, it had become more of a transit camp with few pows remaining for more than a few days.

[bookmark: _Hlk208328649]A survey was conducted in camps still open at this time concerning pow attitudes to the British, (following a PID circular dated 25.2.1948). It was pointless, carried out far too late and in totally random ways. For Hatfield Heath, the visitor gave his “personal impressions.” For what it is worth (nothing?) his estimates, which were well wide of other camps, were:

	Attitudes to British:
	Hate
	Dislike
	Distrust
	Indifference
	Benefit of doubt
	Liking

	
	0
	2%
	10%
	40%
	0
	48%



There were many complaints about the inaccuracy of the screening process and many accusations that Nazis had been given ‘A’ grades and were repatriated sooner than others.

All activities were being wound up. Formal outside contacts had ceased due to repatriations. No resettlement lectures had been held in the camp.

The camp closed shortly after this report.
Known Camp Commandants:
Lt.Col.F.V.Oborne from the Suffolks.

After the camp: Huts used for emergency housing

Further Information:

National Archives FO 1120/239 – Re-educational survey visit reports for camps 260 to 263. Dated 1 January 1946 – 31 December 1948. Used above.

POW NUMBERS

	
	Open
	
	
	With other camps
	
	
	Unknown
	
	
	Not open



	
	1945
	7/1946
	10/1946
	1/1947
	4/1947
	6/1947
	9/1947
	12/1947
	4/1948

	[bookmark: _Hlk209279711]HQ
	800 cap
	762
	?
	818
	613
	483
	450
	451
	231

	Chadacre (Sat)
	
	558
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bradfield
	
	89
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Drinkstone
	
	180
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ousden
	With C85
	126
	?
	124
	121
	123
	123
	71
	12

	Somerton
	With C85
	57
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tostock
	
	251
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Rattlesden (Sat)
	
	
	?
	846
	536
	403
	339
	346
	

	Acton (Sat)
	
	
	?
	737
	694
	666
	515
	
	

	Liston Hall
	
	With C129
	
	
	
	
	
	17

	Billets
	
	302
	?
	(1)
	249
	237
	210
	153
	?

	TOTALS
	
	2376
	2661
	2525
	2213
	1912
	1637
	1021
	260



(1) Included in figures above.

Satellite camps.

	Acton (Place). 12 miles from HQ. NGR TL 885 457.

Acton Camp was a USAAF Hospital complex attached to the Sudbury airbase (Waldingfield). 1944 aerial photo - Aerial Photo | Historic England

10/1946 – Camp leader; Kuno Scherer (B) [or Scheerer], “dull, of no significance politically.” 9/1947 – same leader.

	
	1945
	7/1946
	10/1946
	1/1947
	4/1947
	6/1947
	9/1947
	12/1947
	4/1948

	Acton (Sat)
	
	
	?
	737
	694
	666
	515
	
	






Area is now Bull Lane Industrial Park. 
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	Ordnance Survey 1958.


Chadacre 

Previously a hostel, but due to increased size became a satellite camp.

7/1946 – Camp leader; Scherer (B)

Pows able to attend services at local churches. The village choir included pows, and the church organist was also a pow. 

	
	1945
	7/1946
	10/1946
	1/1947
	4/1947
	6/1947
	9/1947
	12/1947
	4/1948

	Chadacre (Sat)
	
	558
	
	
	
	
	
	
	




Rattlesden.12 miles from HQ.

10/1946 – Camp leader; Willi Marton (B), “pleasant eager to please.” 4/1947 – same leader, upgraded to (B+).

50% of the pows were ‘youth.’ 9/1947 – same leader. Plays were broadcast over the camp loudspeakers. 12/1947 – same leader.

	
	1945
	7/1946
	10/1946
	1/1947
	4/1947
	6/1947
	9/1947
	12/1947
	4/1948

	Rattlesden (Sat)
	
	
	?
	846
	536
	403
	339
	346
	




Hostels

Bradfield

6/1946 – Hostel leader; Lucas (B+)

	
	1945
	7/1946
	10/1946
	1/1947
	4/1947
	6/1947
	9/1947
	12/1947
	4/1948

	Bradfield
	
	89
	
	
	
	
	
	
	




Drinkstone. NGR TL 958 601.

6/1946 – Hostel leader; Schiefer (B+)

The Harcourt Powell family's papers, held by Pembrokeshire County Council have details of the heavy damage caused at Drinkstone House by US troops and German pows.

	
	1945
	7/1946
	10/1946
	1/1947
	4/1947
	6/1947
	9/1947
	12/1947
	4/1948

	Drinkstone
	
	180
	
	
	
	
	
	
	




Liston Hall. NGR TL 846 450. 

1946 – listed with Ashford Lodge Camp 129.

4/1948 – Hostel leader; Harry Rehm (B)

	
	1945
	7/1946
	10/1946
	1/1947
	4/1947
	6/1947
	9/1947
	12/1947
	4/1948

	Liston Hall
	
	With C129
	
	
	
	
	
	17





Ousden. 13 miles from HQ. NGR TL 735 596. Previously administered by Victoria Camp 85.

6/1946 – Hostel leader; Bernard Austermann (B). 10/1946 - same leader, professional soldier, “quite unpolitical.” 1/1947 – same leader.

4/1947 – Hostel leader; G Doeldgen – or Duettgen (B). Discussion groups had ceased at this hostel. 6/1947 – same leader. Low morale recorded.

9/1947 – Hostel leader; OMaat P Koester (B+), aged 32, timber merchant, “with militaristic mentality in the past… co-operative, efficient, refreshing personality.”

Morale was improving. A small agriculture discussion group had started. Weekly press reviews were followed by discussions. 12/1947 – same leader.

4/1948 – Hostel leader; Gerhard Heisser (B).

	
	1945
	7/1946
	10/1946
	1/1947
	4/1947
	6/1947
	9/1947
	12/1947
	4/1948

	Ousden
	With C85
	126
	?
	124
	121
	123
	123
	71
	12




Somerton

1945/6 – Somerton Hostel was transferred from Victoria Camp 85. 

6/1946 – Hostel leader; Masswetter (B).

	
	1945
	7/1946
	10/1946
	1/1947
	4/1947
	6/1947
	9/1947
	12/1947
	4/1948

	Somerton
	With C85
	57
	
	
	
	
	
	
	




Tostock

6/1946 – Hostel leader; Marton (C).

	
	1945
	7/1946
	10/1946
	1/1947
	4/1947
	6/1947
	9/1947
	12/1947
	4/1948

	Tostock
	
	251
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