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	OS NGR
	Sheet
	No.
	Name & Location
	County
	Cond’n
	Type 1945
	Comments

	TM 446 853
	156
	258
	Ellough Airfield, Beccles
	Suffolk
	3
	German Working Camp
	Former RAF Beccles. NGR given for main site.



	Location: The village of Ellough is about 5km SE of Beccles. The Beccles Airfield was known locally as Ellough Airfield. Based on information that the camp was alongside College Lane, I have marked a possible site at X, NGR TM 445 888.

Before the camp: The airfield was built for the USAAF in 1943-44, but was not used. The base was used by the RAF and Fleet Air Arm during 1944-45.

Pow Camp: Opened 1946 with a capacity of 1,000. German pows and some other nationalities. The buildings on the aerodrome's Mess site, located in College Lane, were used for housing some of these prisoners, who worked as labourers in the vicinity. By the time the camp was closed in 1948 the airfield was disused.

Some pows were transferred from camps in Belgium where they had experienced extremely poor conditions.

Late 1946 – The independent pow camp at Seething airfield became a hostel for Ellough. The Seething site had previously been Camp 258, that number then transferred to Ellough.

[bookmark: _Hlk32240936]The Foxearth and District Local History Society issued a series of news-articles (*) from the 1947 Beccles and Bungay Times some of which featured the camp.

*4 January 1947 - GERMAN PRISONERS of WAR from the camp at Ellough have been visiting Beccles. Almost every day they have been seen walking aimlessly through the streets. They require a rest room in the town.
 
*18 January 1947 - GERMAN PRISONERS of WAR: The YMCA Hut is to be opened for them on Sunday afternoons. Some of them also go to the Church Services in Beccles.

*25 January 1947 - GERMAN PRISONERS of WAR passed through Beccles Station on their way to repatriation. “Some of them were standing or sitting about the platform and the rest were in the train amidst the piles of baggage and belongings. Hardly any of them spoke. Nobody smiled. They stood and sat about the platform and inside the 
	[image: ]

	
	Ordnance Survey 1956


train staring in front of them with expressionless faces. Quite honestly you would have never imagined they were on the journey home. 

I was able to have a word or two with several of them and I gathered that they were under no illusions about the sort of reception they were likely to receive on their return to their “Fatherland.”

Their mail comes through regularly from Germany. One prisoner, an ex-farmer from just outside Frankfurt-am-Main, said he received on an average four letters a week from his wife whom he had not seen since 1944. He was captured during the German surrender of the Channel Islands. In these letters there have been full description about the state of affairs that exist in Germany today. He had received a full report of the extent of damage this German city has received.
    
One cannot fail to notice the varied colours and hues of their uniforms. Various shades of green jackets are worn by Germans patrolling Beccles, often with dark brown or grey trousers, which strike a note of incongruity. However, the trousers are invariably nicely pressed and clean, so much so that you could almost cut your fingers on the crease. The glaring white letters denoting that the wearer is a German prisoner of war, seem a bit superfluous, because one could pick out a German prisoner of war a mile away with unfailing accuracy, if only because of his green uniform.
At the YMCA I was able to talk with several of them and this is what they told me. They are “browned off to the teeth” with farm life in Suffolk, with eternal cutting and chopping of sugar beet and more and more sugar beet, they want to get home to the ‘heimat’ as quickly as possible in spite of everything; they want to live in the British Zone in preference to any other; they think there won’t be any more war in Europe anyway, because of the atomic bomb. One of them was careful to explain to me what had happened to Japan. Pictures of the damage caused by the atomic bombs in Japan had been circulated in all countries. These pictures had shown that atomic bombs burned up everything and killed every form of organic life. That in short, would “put the wind up” all warmongers and aggressors in future.
    
Not a single one of them mentioned the words “National Socialism” or “Adolf Hitler.” One of them did make a plea on behalf of his own country. He said that Germany must have a place in the world’s social order of things. Germany had produced great scientists, musicians, writers, doctors and could produce plenty of coal, steel, machines etc, for which the world was crying out today.

There was one trace of perhaps unconscious humour. He had been watching Beccles Town football team getting their weekly hiding on College Meadow, and so he said to me, “Our camp team could beat Beccles Town team easily!” Of course, they have no money to spend as we know money. Instead they are issued with camp vouchers. I saw one of these vouchers. It was marked “WD., One Shilling.” with the name and date stamp of the camp marked thereon.

*1 February 1947 - GERMAN PRISONERS of WAR: One aged over 40 is a Yugoslavian, who lived about 50 miles from Belgrade. When the Germans occupied his country he was forced on pain of death to join up and fight for Hitler. Now he is afraid to return home because he thinks the present regime will exact retribution for having “assisted the enemy” and will be arrested the moment he sets foot in his native country. He never hears from his wife and family, who may think he is dead.
 
*8 February 1947 - SNOW: It costs £200 a day to clear the snow in East Suffolk. By Monday they had 300 Prisoners of War at work, 250 from the Ministry of Transport, 20 from contractors, 10 from Catchment Board, 70 boys from Shotley Naval School and 530 County Council men.

*15 February 1947 - BECCLES CHORAL SOCIETY sang excerpts from the Messiah in the YMCA hut, conducted by Mr RH Firth. Miss Mary Odam gave a selection of Soprano passages, Mr Lloyd Smith was the accompanist. Many Prisoners of War from the Ellough Camp attended.
[bookmark: _Hlk192846461]
	Oversight and development of re-education activities and English teaching for German pows was carried out by PID (Political Intelligence Department of the Foreign Office) / COGA (Control Office for Germany and Austria – UK). Visits and reports were made. The standard of the reports varied greatly. The visitors took little interest, if any, in activities other than re-education. They rarely mentioned welfare, sports, games, pastimes, crafts, etc of the pows. If there were still Italian pows in hostels, they were usually ignored by PID.



24-27 March 1947 – Re-education report. Strength; 2 officers (the MOs), 1476 Other Ranks.

Commandant:	Lt Col J F Ashton							Camp leader:	Uffz H Meyer (B+)
Interpreter:	S/Sgt K M Rawack							Deputy c/l:	Unnamed.
											German M.O.s:	Stabsarzt Nactway (A); Unterarzt Hanke (B+)

Commandant Ashton transferred from the Seething camp. He was generally supportive of re-education.

Interpreter Rawack transferred from the Seething camp.

The Camp leader was a, “young business man of great energy… a very good selection.”

Dr Nachtway transferred from the Seething camp.

All pows had been politically screened, but figures were not given. 85 pows were appealing against their grades; the better the grade, the sooner repatriated, in theory.

Morale was “generally good.” Positive factors were good relationships with British staff and local civilians, good working conditions, and a relaxation of fraternisation rules allowing greater freedom for pow to leave camp in their free time. Many pows worked to help communities after recent floods. The main negative issue was always slow repatriation, which was especially hard on family men. 

30% were ‘youth’ (under-25). They were not seen as a problem. 

The standard list of re-education activities was given:
Wochenpost and Ausblick – 200/125 copies respectively. More requested.

Newspapers – British dailies received, but no weekly journals. Some German newspapers were received.

Library – 648 German books, 90 English. More requested.

Lectures – regular and popular.

Discussion groups – 2 at HQ, 1 at each hostel.

Films – “Adequate.” YMCA and Gaumont British films shown. YMCA were more popular as they were usually German films, they were also cheaper.

Wireless – “Adequate.”

Camp magazine – Weekly. Stencils and paper in short supply.

Press review – News summary sheets displayed.

English instruction – “Going strong.” More texts requested.

Information room – “Excellent,” displayed exhibitions of text and pictures on a theme, currently ‘British Industries.’

Other camp activities - 

Religion – 929 protestants, 503 RC, 68 others, but attendance was poor. Protestant pastor, H Roth [Roeth?] (A) “doing good work.” Pows able to visit local churches. A RC chaplain visited from another camp.

Education – “Going strong.” Classes not named.

Entertainment – Choir, orchestra and theatre group at HQ, they also visited the hostels.

*3 May 1947 - FOUR GERMAN PRISONERS of WAR escaped from a lorry taking them to work from the Camp at Ellough. They were later arrested at Homersfield.

15-18 July 1947 – Re-education survey. Strength; 3 officers, 1875 OR.

Commandant:	Lt Col C D Armstrong						Camp leader:	Uffz H Meyer (B+)
Interpreter:	S/Sgt K M Rawack						Deputy c/l:	None listed
										German M.O.s:	St.Arzt Dr W Franz (B-); Ass.Arzt Dr H Klehn (B); O/Lt Dr W Wetzel (A) dentist.
The Commandant had taken charge a few weeks earlier.

The Interpreter was a Viennese doctor of medicine – “a remarkable scholar in medicine and history,” he was active in developing re-education activities.

Camp leader Meyer, aged 28, commercial employee, “keen and intelligent.”

MOs – Franz, aged 37, member of S.A., “opportunist leanings, strong religious background.” / Klehn, aged 30, “open minded,” / Wetzel, member of S.A., “sharp intelligence, sound personality.”

Again, no screening figures were given. 146 pows were appealing against their grades. 577 pows repatriated during 1947 so far.

Morale was regarded as good at HQ, boosted by increased repatriations. Regulations were being relaxed, e.g. pows were allowed to visit cinemas. There were still restrictions, e.g. Lowestoft was “out of bounds.” Letters from home in the Russian zone were often particularly depressing with reports of lack of food and young men going missing.

Heavy agricultural work and greater freedoms to walk out had affected camp activities. Changes noted –

Discussion groups – had all but ended, just a few irregular meetings.

Information room – declined with no current exhibition.

Religion – Protestant Padre Roeth estimated 5% attendance at services. RC padre, S/Uffz T Woerl, studied at Rome, “non-committal person,” estimated 33% attendance. Bible classes were also held. 

Education – 40 pows had been attending Sir John Lehman’s Grammar School, (an hour’s march from the camp) for courses on maths, physics, civics, art and music. 

Entertainment – Choirs performed at Loddon and Heddenham. The theatre group had been supplied with play scripts. There was a band. Sports were popular and “swimming pools are provided.” [Where?]

Outside contacts – Many pows developed informal contacts with civilians. Formal links were made with Beccles Town Council with 6 pows visiting per month; the Salvation Army at Beccles; and up to 200 pows attended the YMCA Rest Centre at Bungay on Sundays.

9-12 September 1947 – Re-education survey. Strength; 3 officers, 1534 OR.

No change to senior personnel. The Commandant was co-operative with PID and the aims of re-education.

	Political screening:
	A
	B+
	B
	B-

	
	1
	274
	995
	267



361 pows repatriated since the last report in July.

Changes to activities –

Newspapers – Number of papers received had been reduced as the Welfare Fund was low. The Fund was raised mainly through sales in the canteen, but many pows were unemployed and so were not earning money to spend.

Information rooms – had been revived with fresh exhibitions, apart from Lowestoft.

Religion – Schiffhauer, the RC padre from Victoria Camp 85 replaced S/Uffz Woerl. Schiffhauer was regarded as having a negative effect.

Outside contacts – Small groups visited Beccles and Bungay Councils. A police officer from Lowestoft gave a lecture about the British police, but only 30 pows attended.

17/20 November 1947 – Re-education survey. Strength; 2 officers, 695 OR.

The list of senior personnel stated that there were no German M.O.’s – (but the dentist was still in place).

	Political screening:
	A
	B+
	B
	B-

	
	3
	157
	460
	77



287 pows repatriated since September report.

The reduction in numbers led to rumours of closure. Shortage of petrol was a major problem for the camp.

Little change to activities listed. Outside contacts included two visits to Norwich.  

20/24 January 1948 – Re-education survey. Strength; 2 officers, 553 OR.

Commandant:	Lt Col C D Armstrong						Camp leader:	Fw Bartsch (B)
Interpreter:	S/Sgt K M Rawack						Deputy c/l:	None
										German M.O.s:	S/Arzt Dr Lachenicht (B-); O/Lt Dr W Wetzel (A) dentist.

Although the Commandant was co-operative, there were criticisms of his strict discipline and “critical approach.” The pows resented his harsh punishments for petty crimes.

Camp leader Bartsch; aged 28, had been leader at North Lynn Farm Camp 280; “quiet, clear headed, conscientious and, although politically a nonentity, co-operative.”

The new M.O. was aged 38, “quiet type”… but supported Nazi racial theories; “His confusion of racial and social points is significant… could do harm if he mixed more with German other ranks.”

	Political screening:
	A
	B+
	B
	B-
	Unscreened

	
	1
	110
	398
	42
	4



140 pows repatriated since last report on November.

Many of the pows were unemployed, others worked at local farms.

171 were ‘youth’ pows. 5 were attending the special youth course at Camp 180.

Activities were affected by repatriations and general apathy. Discussion groups had ceased, and attendance at lectures varied between 3% to 30%; pows expressed that they did not want political lectures, but talks on social and scientific matters. There were no education classes in camp, other than English. Some lessons at Sir John Lehman’s Grammar School continued.

2-6 March 1948 – Re-education survey. Strength; 2 officers, 439 OR.

No change to senior personnel.

Further criticisms were raised regarding the Commandant, his severe sentences and sarcastic remarks. A civilian padre also complained about the Commandant’s sentences and his rejection of pow applications for civilianisation for petty crimes.

Screening figures not given, they were pointless by this time as repatriation was due for all. 112 pows repatriated since the last report in January.

[bookmark: _Hlk208328649]A survey was conducted in camps still open at this time concerning pow attitudes to the British, (following a PID circular dated 25.2.1948). It was pointless, carried out far too late and often in totally random ways. At Ellough, it was conducted twice. The first visitor conducted a “modified Gallup poll” and interviewed individuals. No numbers were given and the results were nonsense, (e.g. “Hatred – ranged from an average of 5% to a singular vote of 50%. Graphologically and grammatically this individual vote reveals a backward and semi-illiterate personality”).

The second visitor (May 1948) was not aware the ‘survey’ had already been carried out. He carried out the survey with 14 pows, “which contained 2 malcontents and a number of PsW of low mental level.” For what it is worth (nothing?) the results were:

	Attitudes to British:
	Hate
	Dislike
	Distrust
	Indifference
	Benefit of doubt
	Liking

	
	8%
	10%
	20%
	24%
	20%
	18%



29 April to 1 May 1948 – Re-education survey (Why?). Strength; 2 officers, 124 OR.

Commandant:	Lt Col C D Armstrong						Camp leader:	Fw Bartsch
Interpreter:	S/Sgt K M Rawack						Deputy c/l:	Uffz Janssen – 1st time one was listed.
Adjutant:	Capt Tripp							German M.O.s:	S/Arzt K F Laufshek [part unreadable]; O/Lt Dr W Wetzel, dentist.

“Commandant is fair, but has allowed PsW to realise his distaste for Germans.”

There were no comments about re-education activities. Pows were mainly working on essential services and maintenance within the airfield.

2 lectures had been given regarding resettlement issues arising.

Religion – RC Chaplain O/Gefr W Bettinger; Protestant Padre, Civilian, O Wuest.

The camp closed shortly after this report.

Known Camp Commandants:

1947 Lt Col John Forbes Ashton, from the Border Regiment. He was Commandant at Seething before Ellough. Later moved in 1947 to Berechurch Camp 186 and then to Fornham Camp 186. Fornham was the last camp to close and pictures of Lt Col Ashton with ICRC members can be found on the entries for Fornham Camp 186.
[image: ]
< 1947 Lt Col Charles Douglas Armstrong, CBE, DSO, MC. Served in France during WW I with the Machine Gun Corps, was twice wounded, and became a prisoner of war in March 1918. During the Russian Civil War, he served in North Russia in 1919 and received the Military Cross (MC) for gallantry. WW II, he served as a Major in France at the start of the war and later commanded the 1/6th Battalion, East Surrey Regiment, participating in the Dunkirk evacuation, for which he was awarded the DSO. From 1943 to 1944, he led the British SOE liaison mission to Chetnik forces in Yugoslavia. He was awarded the Commander of the Order of the British Empire (CBE) in January 1945 for his wartime service. After the war, he commanded the 1st Battalion, East Surrey Regiment, in Austria and then became Commandant at Ellough. He retired in December 1948 with the honorary rank of Brigadier. 

A memorial plaque for Brigadier Armstrong can be found in the East Surrey Regiment Chapel at All Saints Church, Kingston upon Thames. 

After the camp: A smaller airfield site was opened in 1965. Other parts used for Ellough Industrial Estate.

Further Information:

National Archives FO 1120/238 – Re-educational survey visit reports for camps 257 to 259. Dated 1 January 1946 – 31 December 1948. Used above.


Prisoner of war numbers

	
	Open
	
	
	With other camps
	
	
	Unknown
	
	
	Not open



	
	
	3/1947
	7/1947
	9/1947
	11/1947
	1/1948
	3/1948
	5/1948

	[bookmark: _Hlk209279711]HQ
	
	765
	707
	561
	253
	194
	296
	91

	Seething
	Was C 258
	580
	821
	640
	366
	267
	102
	22

	Brooke
	With C 258
	91
	107
	95
	76
	43
	16
	13

	Lowestoft Attached
	
	(65)
	183
	178
	
	
	
	

	Billets
	
	42
	60
	63
	?
	51
	27
	?

	TOTALS
	
	1478
	1878
	1537
	697
	555
	441
	126





Hostels

Brooke. In the grounds of Brooke Hall NGR TM 288 989.

3/1947 – Hostel leader; Uffz W Gruener (B), aged 32, regular soldier, considered to be doing a good job. Fair morale.

11/1947 – same leader. It was stated there had been a decline in morale due to a labour officer from the Agricultural Committee who; “seems to have handled Ps/W not too widely.” It was also reported that neighbouring villages were very reserved and social contacts were difficult.

1/1948 – Hostel leader; H/Gefr F Freygang [or Freytag in next report] (B), aged 40, “no driving force, but co-operative.” 3/1948 – same leader.

	
	
	3/1947
	7/1947
	9/1947
	11/1947
	1/1948
	3/1948
	5/1948

	Brooke
	With C 258
	91
	107
	95
	76
	43
	16
	13




Lowerstoft (Pakefield) 

3/1947 – pows working with bomb disposal attached. Pow No.10 Bomb Disposal Squadron, working with the Royal Engineers, had its HQ at Fairmile Camp, Cobham, Surrey working with detachments at different sites including Lowestoft, (National Archive FO 939/83). The unit was based at Pakefield Holiday Camp, Lowestoft. 

7/1947 – Hostel leader; Gefr J Schwardt (B), aged 20, regular soldier, “indifferent individual, faces tough job rather clumsily (bomb disposal).” (Clumsy – bomb disposal !?) 

Poor morale, mainly due to lack of activities at the hostel and Lowestoft being ‘out of bounds’ for pows by order of the Admiralty.

9/1947 Continued poor morale. The pows felt that they should be entitled to extra pay as they were carrying out dangerous work – which seems reasonable. Activities remained very poor. There were no discussion groups, they had not had any visiting lecturers, and the wireless was out of action for “considerable time.” They had opened a reading room and the ban on visiting Lowestoft had been lifted.

	
	
	3/1947
	7/1947
	9/1947
	11/1947
	1/1948
	3/1948
	5/1948

	Lowestoft Attached
	
	(65)
	183
	178
	
	
	
	




Seething. The centre of the airfield was at TM 315 955

3/1947 – Hostel leader; Uffz O Schurer (B+), aged 36, regular soldier, considered to be doing a good job. The hostel held youth group meetings. 

Fair morale. There had been large movements of pows, 500 pows had arrived in the past 2 months, while others transferred out. 

Education classes held for; Spanish, French, Russian, maths, Latin and English. Mrs Ashton, the wife of the previous Commandant, ran the English and Latin classes.

11/1947 – same leader.

27 December 1947 - German pows from Seething gave a concert at Bungay on – reported in the Beccles and Bungay Times

1/1948 – Hostel leader; O/Fw Kolb (B+), aged 34, co-operative. 3/1948 – same leader.

	
	
	3/1947
	7/1947
	9/1947
	11/1947
	1/1948
	3/1948
	5/1948

	Seething
	Was C 258
	580
	821
	640
	366
	267
	102
	22
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