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	OS NGR
	Sheet
	No.
	Name & Location
	County
	Cond’n
	Type 1945
	Comments

	SX 320 836
	201
	257
	Pennygillam Farm Camp, Launceston
	Cornwall
	4
	German Working Camp
	Site occupied by an industrial estate



	Location: Recorded as being on the site where the school was built at NGR SX 324 837. Another camp was located very close at Scarne, Launceston.

Before the camp: Farm belonging to George Robbins. US army used the site up to D-day. Mainly tented with some huts being built.

Pow Camp: ICRC report below stated Tarrant huts in use. The picture taken at the entrance to the camp just after it had become a ‘hostel’ for agricultural workers shows Tarrant type huts. 

Italian pows for a short time; they may have been part of a workforce that was used to build the camp - then German pows.

September 1945 - Appendix to HQ Southern Command War Diary; Pennygillam Farm, Launceston – German labour camp – capacity 500 – 137/757059

November 1945 - The camp was inspected by the International Red Cross – report below.
[bookmark: _Hlk192846461]
	Oversight and development of re-education activities and English teaching for German pows was carried out by PID (Political Intelligence Department of the Foreign Office) / COGA (Control Office for Germany and Austria – UK). Visits and reports were made. The standard of the reports varied greatly. The visitors took little interest, if any, in activities other than re-education. They rarely mentioned welfare, sports, games, pastimes, crafts, etc of the pows. If there were still Italian pows in hostels, they were usually ignored by PID.



[bookmark: _Hlk183611426]1946 – Additional intake of many pows from camps in the USA. Most had very low morale as they had been misinformed in the US that they were being repatriated. Instead, they found themselves in working camps in the UK.

31 August – 2 September 1946 – Progress Report. Strength; 2 officers (the M.O.s), 1493 Other Ranks.

	[image: ]

	
	Ordnance Survey 1963


This was the 5th PID visit, but the previous reports are not in the National Archive files.

Commandant:	Lt Col F H Bawden, OBE						Camp leader:	Ogefr Beck (A)
Interpreter:	S/Sgt Berger								Deputy C/L:	Fw Bertram (B+)
											German M.O.	O/Arzt Wiedemann (B-) / Ass.Arzt Ehrenfeld (B+)

The visitor found the Commandant to be “markedly lacking in hospitality,” he was however co-operative.

The interpreter was, “intelligent and efficient, but has no time for re-education.”

Camp leader Beck; “sensible, tolerant and tactful.” He had attended the special training course at Wilton Park. 

The Deputy C/L was in hospital.

M.O. Wiedemann was reported to be a “bad influence behind the scenes.” M.O. Ehrenfeld was “satisfactory.”

The pow i/c of re-education was Krueger (A), a lawyer whose wife and child had been put to death in Auschwitz. “He arrived in this camp four days ago and his first lecture made a profound impression on a packed hall.”

	Political screening:
	A+
	A
	A-
	B+
	B
	B-
	C
	Unscreened

	
	1
	28
	4
	93
	235
	141
	69
	924



550 pows had arrived from camps in the US. Unlike comments from other camps about low morale, the report stated; “These have been absorbed without difficulty into the life of the camp and have brought considerable fresh talent.”

Morale was recorded as high, though lack of news about repatriation had a depressing effect. There were justifiable complaints that some former Nazis had been appointed to official positions in the British Zone, and that staff pows were not being allowed to take walks, while they could in other camps. No communism was noted.

There had been some adverse issues arising in the camp. Some of the hostel leaders had been replaced. Other “troublesome” pows in the hostels had been brought in to the main camp. 8 pows, mostly B- and C graded, had produced negative leaflets urging repatriation. They had not gained support for their methods and were “brought to book” by the Camp Leader. They had been led by “a bearded eccentric, Stromberg” who had been politically graded as (A) – he was to be down-graded.

‘Youth’ pows (under-25) were able to join a youth group in the camp – no details given, but a later report stated it was unsuccessful and ceased before the end of the year.

Re-education activities had increased considerably over the past few months. The standard list was given;

Wochenpost and Ausblick – 300/50 copies respectively.

Newspapers – “Satisfactory” supply of British daily papers. Weekly papers were requested by the PID visitor. Some German papers were received. 

Library – Some sent by COGA, but still only 600 books.

Lectures – Monthly, high attendance and discussions followed.

Discussion groups – Popular.

Films – At HQ, but only 3 hostels due to lack of electric supply to others.

Wireless – “Satisfactory” – but many of the sets in hostels could not receive German stations.

Camp magazine – “Satisfactory.” 2000 sheets of paper sent monthly by COGA.

Press review – Weekly news summary sent to hostels, though some produced their own.

English instruction – separate appendix.

Other Camp Activities –

Religion – Protestant chaplain, Rammensee (A), also visited the hostels. He was a good influence. 10% attendance at services in HQ, up to 50% in the hostels. English speaking RC priests from Bude, Callington and Delabole visited every 1 to 3 months. An occasional visit was made by a German speaking priest from Buckfast Abbey.

Education – “Numerous” classes, no details.

Theatre – At HQ and 2 hostels. The HQ group toured the hostels.

Orchestra – HQ band also toured the hostels.
6 October 1946 - There was a camp magazine; Aufbau-wille; https://www.whlcollections.org/image/111223/

29 March to 2 April 1947 – Survey of re-education and report on subversive article in camp journal. Strength; 1 officer, 1035 OR.

Commandant:	Lt Col Petherick								Camp leader:	Heyer (B+)
Interpreter:	S/Sgt Kerridge								Deputy C/L:	None
											German M.O.	Ass.Arzt Ehrenfeld (B+)

The Commandant was interested in re-education – that is not to say he was actively involved.

The Interpreter did NOT speak German! A German pow, Rodekamp (B+) was being used as an interpreter; “Reliable, efficient and utterly indispensable.”

Camp leader Heyer, had been hostel leader at Pelynt; “Mainly unpolitical, but helpful and straight.” He was later described as a salesman.

	Political screening: 
	A
	B+
	B
	B-
	C
	C+

	
	5
	203
	505
	242
	79
	2



150 appeals against political grades were pending, (the better the grade, the sooner repatriated, in theory). 39 appeals had already been heard, 31 allowed, 8 rejected.

350 pows repatriated to date.

Morale was recorded as “unstable.” This was particularly so for the (C) graded pows. News from Germany had a depressing effect, especially for those from the Russian Zone. Complaints were raised about lack of money due to lack of employment, lack of potatoes and vegetables, and the quality of cigarettes. Positive factors included good relationships with the British staff, and greater freedom to walk out of camp.

Changes to activities –

Newspapers – some Swiss papers were being received as well as British and irregular German supplies.

Library – “Sufficient… but poor selection.”

Discussion groups – the group at HQ had “disintegrated,” but it was hoped it would be revived. All hostels had discussion groups.

Films – YMCA supplied fortnightly. Gaumont British had supplied films but then stopped for an unknown reason. 3 hostels still not able to watch films as they had no electric supply.

Wireless – “Satisfactory” except at three hostels with only battery operated sets.

Camp magazine – the editor, Szameither (B+) was deposed during the visit and downgraded to C+ “for accepting and publishing subversive article.” A new editor was to be found.

Religion – A German pow RC padre, Kreutz (B) from White Cross Camp 115 paid monthly visits. Pows able to visit local churches, but there was little interest.

Education – no classes mainly due to repatriation of teachers.

Entertainment – the theatre group had ended due to repatriations. 

1-3 July 1947 – Survey of Re-education. Strength; 2 officers, 853 OR.

Commandant:	Major Fulcher								Camp leader:	Paul Heyer (B+)
Interpreter:	Private Engelberg (leaving 4 July)					Deputy C/L:	Sumpf (B+)
											German M.O.	Ass.Arzt Ehrenfeld (A) / Oberarzt Lindner (B)

Rank of Commandant downgraded to Major with reduction of strength. Major Fulcher had been in post for 6 weeks.

The Interpreter was (again) unsuitable and was being posted away on request of the Commandant.

Both M.O.s were considered to be excellent. Dr Ehrenfeld had been upgraded to (A).
Simplified screening figures were given; A 21  /  B 834. 106 appeals were still pending. 469 pows repatriated to date.

Morale had fallen, mainly due to slow repatriations. News from the Russian Zone of forced labour affected many. German politics and outcomes of the Moscow Conference were bleak. Welfare funds, raised mainly through sales in the canteen, continued to be low which affected some camp activities. Positive factors included good relationships with local civilians and further walking out privileges. 

25-30% of the camp were ‘youth’ pows. They were not considered as a problem.

There were few changes to activities since the last report:

Discussion groups – at all sites, but very small numbers participated.

Films – Unsatisfactory. Only YMCA films were shown. The lack of Welfare Funds meant the camp was unable to pay the fees required by commercial film distributors.  

Camp magazine – restarted.

Education – 2 small classes for history and book-keeping had started.

Entertainments – table tennis was popular.

Outside contacts – Apart from informal contacts with civilians, there were very few formal contacts established. There were slight links with Launceston Parish Church, some pows attended a local play. “There is nobody in Launceston who takes an interest in Ps/W.”

21/23 October 1947 – became a Satellite Camp for Exhibition Camp 42. Routine visit. Strength 1 officer, 752 OR. Boyton and Callington hostels had also been taken over by Camp 42.

Commandant:	See below.								Camp leader:	Paul Heyer (B+)
Interpreter:	None									Deputy C/L:	Sumpf (B+)
											German M.O.	Oberarzt Lindner (B)

The position of Officer i/c was uncertain. The overall Commandant was Lt Col Balguy at Camp 42. Major Fulcher was still listed with this camp, but not active. Captain Brand was carrying out the satellite Commandant’s duties -  but a new Commandant was expected.

German pow, Rodekamp, was still acting as Interpreter. 

Screening figures: A 2  / B 751. 644 pows repatriated to date.

Morale remained low. Changes and “military smartness” required by the Commandant at the new HQ were unpopular. 

Pows were able to attend the cinema in Launceston – but it was described as being very small and poor.
[image: ]
Entertainment – all theatre, orchestra and choir groups had been disbanded due to repatriations.

Outside contacts - Although local contacts had previously been described a good, comments in this report leave it open to question. In particular; “Recently the Commandant offered to give a show for the benefit of local poor children… Request was flatly turned down….. The town has no interest in Ps/W, individual contacts are few; suspicion in the big barrier.” 

The camp closed in 1948 – see Camp 42 for pow numbers.

< Pow postcard sent in 1948 when Pennygillam. Mail was handled the main camp (42) and so the card used this number.


One memory of the camp stated that there was a windmill outside the gate.

Known Camp Commandants:

1945 Major Frederick Henry Bawden, OBE. 1890 – 1946. He gained his OBE while serving with the Labour Corps in France. As Commandant he was serving with the Pioneer Corps. He may have died while serving as he died on 16 November 1946. He is recorded on the war memorial at Camborne, Cornwall.

1947 Lt Col W G Petherick, from the 3rd King’s Own Hussars. Previously Commandant at Ashford Lodge Camp 129. Later High Sheriff of Cornwall in 1962.

1947 Major F Fulcher
[image: ] 
After the camp: Camp used as a ‘Harvest camp’ to accommodate agricultural labour. Late 1950’s secondary modern school built on the site. 2020 industrial estate.

Further Information:
National Archives FO 1120/238 – Re-educational survey visit reports for camps 257 to 259. Dated 1 January 1946 – 31 December 1948. Used above.

IWM have copies of the magazine dated February/ March/ June/ August/ September/ October 1947. Ref LBY E. 78946-3. The German Federal Archives also has a copy, date unknown.





POW NUMBERS

	
	Open
	
	
	With other camps
	
	
	Unknown
	
	
	Not open



	
	11/1945
	9/1946
	4/1947
	7/1947
	10/1947 Satellite Camp

	[bookmark: _Hlk209279711]HQ
	489
	560
	369
	263
	553

	Bake House/Nr St Germans
	
	125
	117
	144
	

	Boyton
	
	60
	50
	42
	With C 42

	Callington
	With C 42 / 137
	80
	67
	
	

	Pelynt
	
	28
	51
	
	

	St Teath
	With C 115
	74
	52
	50
	

	Trebartha
	With C 115
	140
	58
	84
	

	Wainhouse Corner/Nr Jacobstow
	
	80
	62
	54
	

	Detached
	
	
	30
	
	

	Billets
	
	(1)
	180
	218
	200

	TOTALS
	489
	1495
	1036
	855
	753



(1) Included in numbers above.


Hostels

Bake House. (Bakehouse) Near St Germans. 25 miles from HQ. I think this was a house in the village of Bake, NGR SX 321 586. There is an archive item - “1763-1779; sale particulars, lands at Bake House” https://kresenkernow.org/SOAP/detail/e7bdd6dd-1203-47e8-9000-ab9dbe6d0b2f/

9/1946 – Hostel leader; Ofw Woick (B+)

4/1947 – Hostel leader; Wiegand (B-); had been a member of the Hitler Youth. “Recently appointed; intelligent.” There was a 25 member choir. 7/1947 - same leader.

	
	11/1945
	9/1946
	4/1947
	7/1947
	10/1947 Satellite Camp

	Bake House/Nr St Germans
	
	125
	117
	144
	




Boyton. 6 miles from HQ. NGR SX 327 921

9/1946 – Hostel leader; Uffz Berndt (C); had been a Nazi Party member, “satisfactory” to be upgraded to (B-). Previous leader; Mertens, had not been satisfactory. Only had DC electric supply.

4/1947 – Hostel leader; Unbehaun (B); “Very ordinary.” 7/1947 – same leader. Still only battery power, so no films could be shown.

	
	11/1945
	9/1946
	4/1947
	7/1947
	10/1947 Satellite Camp

	Boyton
	
	60
	50
	42
	With C 42




Callington. 15 miles from HQ.

9/1946 – Hostel leader; Fw Schallhorn (A). Previous leader; Spiel (B-), had not been satisfactory.

4/1947 – Hostel leader; Arnaud (B); “Wholly unpolitical, ordinary type.”

	
	11/1945
	9/1946
	4/1947
	7/1947
	10/1947 Satellite Camp

	Callington
	With C 42 / 137
	80
	67
	
	




Pelynt. Near Looe. 28 miles from HQ.

9/1946 – Hostel leader; Fw Heyer (B-), later became camp leader.

4/1947 – Hostel leader; Struckmann (B); “Extremely keen… the most progressive hostel.” 

	
	11/1945
	9/1946
	4/1947
	7/1947
	10/1947 Satellite Camp

	Pelynt
	
	28
	51
	
	




St Teath. Near Camelford. 20 miles from HQ. NGR SX 059 820.

1943 - Administered by White Cross Camp 115 with Italian pows. No electric supply.

9/1946 - Hostel leader; Fw Schuessler (B+); “satisfactory.” Previous leader was Fw Wicher (C) who had been transferred to Wainhouse Corner hostel. Had its own theatre group. 

7/1947 – same leader. Hostel expected to close. Still no electric supply so films could not be shown, however, the local hall was sometimes hired for shows. 

	
	11/1945
	9/1946
	4/1947
	7/1947
	10/1947 Satellite Camp

	St Teath
	With C 115
	74
	52
	50
	




Trebartha. 6 miles from HQ. NGR SX 263 775.

1945 - Administered by White Cross Camp 115 with Italian pows. Located at Trebartha Hall. In the book; ‘Trebartha, The House By The Stream’ by Bryan Latham, it states that the mansion was left empty after the Italians left in Autumn 1946, so the German hostel may have been at a different Trebartha location or in the mansion grounds. 

9/1946 – Recorded as being newly opened. Hostel leader; Fw Wohlleber (B+). 4/1947 – same leader; “Colourless and mainly negative in outlook.”

7/1947 – Due to close.

	
	11/1945
	9/1946
	4/1947
	7/1947
	10/1947 Satellite Camp

	Trebartha
	With C 115
	140
	58
	84
	




Wainhouse Corner / Nr Jacobstow. 18 miles from HQ. 

No electric supply.

9/1946 – Hostel leader; Fw Wicher (C), a merchant seaman, had been leader at St Teath, previously reported to be “militaristic;” however he had recently removed his military decorations and was said to be well-spoken. He was due to be upgraded to (B). Previous leader was Traeger (A), but he had been regarded as a failure.

4/1947 – Hostel leader; Kuntze (B-); “Recent appointment… makes good impression.” A theatre group here had ended due to repatriations. 7/1947 – same leader. Still no electric supply so films could not be shown.

	
	11/1945
	9/1946
	4/1947
	7/1947
	10/1947 Satellite Camp

	Wainhouse Corner/Nr Jacobstow
	
	80
	62
	54
	




	H/JRh/NG.                                                                      
Great Britain
Working Company 257
Visited in November 1945 by M. Haceius   -

Postal Address :  	257 German Working Company,   Gt.Britain

Commandant :    	Major F.H. BAWDEN, OBE.

Camp leaders :	FELDMANN Ernst  "Obfkm." 
         		KORNACKER Peter "Fwb." 
                            BECKMANN Hans "Fwb."
                            NIESE Ernst WE. BEAMT

Numbers : 488 German prisoners, including 1 officer doctor.

General comments 

This camp is located on a dry, sloping ground. The prisoners are mainly in "Tarrant" huts which are in good condition; 120 men are still in tents. The huts are lit by electricity and heated from 5 p.m., but the tents are not heated. Each tent shelters 6 men sleeping in bunk beds, equipped with straw mattress and with three blankets each. The tents are on dry ground. The camp includes only one hut-refectory of 120 places and meals have to be served in four sessions. 

We have raised with the responsible authorities the fact that the tents do not have lighting. 

Sanitary facilities 

The latrines are well maintained and sufficient in number.

Food 

Prisoners regularly receive the official rations with three meals per day, (the main meal is served in the evening). An oven has just been built and 6 bakers currently work using what they can. 

The prisoners have a ration of bread (19 oz. - 580 gm) on four days; for the three other days, the ration of bread is replaced by 12 oz. of biscuits. 7½ oz of biscuits replace 10 oz. of bread, as stated in the regulation 53/general/7235 of May 28, 1945, fixing the rations for prisoners in Great Britain. 

Medical care 

The senior doctor, Joachim WIEDEMANN, and 4 members of the medical team are responsible for any patients. Currently, five, slightly sick prisoners, are receiving treatment in the infirmary and one at the hospital. The supplies are sufficient.

Clothing

60% of the prisoners have not had to use a replacement uniform, nor the winter underwear. The prisoners assigned to drainage work carry wellingtons. 
	
	Work

The prisoners are involved with agricultural work and drainage; 382 were working on the day of the visit. 

Canteen 

For some time, the canteen has been better supplied.

Recreation

No courses have been organised and the prisoners do not have books. 

Some musical instruments and a piano will be bought thanks to the “Welfare Fund". 

The camp has a radio. A cinema presentation takes place each month. Several teams of prisoners practise football. 

Correspondence

The prisoners dispatched 270 cards approximately five weeks ago and received 120 answers from the British zone, 2 from the American zone and 3 from the French zone. 

They alternatively write a card and a letter each week to maintain communications with their family. 

Preparations for winter 

Floors have been installed in the tents, but none are equipped with a double roof. 

The prisoners are to receive a fifth blanket. 

No lighting has been installed in the tents. 

There will be sufficient places available in the heated refectories so that the prisoners in the tents can pass the evening there. 

Requests by “Obfkm” Ernest FELDMANN :

1) Erection of a second hut-refectory. 

2) Library (text books and novels). 

3) Providing 30 hoods to prisoners who do not have them

4) Lighting for the tents. 

Conclusion 

This camp is well managed and, apart from the points raised by the camp leader, we had no complaints to record.



(Translated by M Sanders 2010)
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