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	OS NGR
	Sheet
	No.
	Name & Location
	County
	Cond’n
	Type 1945
	Comments

	[bookmark: _Hlk214278646]TF 487 203
	131
	254
	Sutton Bridge, Holbeach
	Norfolk
	4
	German Working Camp
	Former RAF airfield, largely demolished for agricultural experimental station and a gas fired power station.



	Location: Sutton Bridge Camp was not on the site of the airfield - but see note for January 1947. It was located to the north of Sutton Bridge, W of the river, on part of the former Sutton Bridge Dock site. “Local residents state that German prisoners were held in buildings near the former timber yard, whilst Italian prisoners were held in buildings at the northern end of the site.”

https://heritage-explorer.lincolnshire.gov.uk/Monument/MLI90567

[bookmark: _Hlk214278598]NGR TF 483 215 - “The former PoW camp is located below what is now the front parking areas for HGV trailers belonging to Roffes Transport. The site and company is owned by two brothers one of which was in the front office when I arrived at this site. He was able to tell me that the former site was directly under where they park their trailer against the fence as he recounted that when they dug the site out to lay down concrete, they discovered the original hut bases. He then went on to say that they had reused the fence posts and some original fencing, and simply added their own chain link fencing as needed.” (Information from www.systonimages.co.uk/f537064555)

Various buildings still shown on the 1959 OS map.

Before the camp: 

Pow Camp: 

Spring/Summer 1945 – listed as opened with capacity of 500. (Progress report 152 – FO 939/383), in wooden and Nissen huts.
	[image: ]

	
	Ordnance Survey 1959


[bookmark: _Hlk192846461]
	Oversight and development of re-education activities and English teaching for German pows was carried out by PID (Political Intelligence Department of the Foreign Office) / COGA (Control Office for Germany and Austria – UK). Visits and reports were made. The standard of the reports varied greatly. The visitors took little interest, if any, in activities other than re-education. They rarely mentioned welfare, sports, games, pastimes, crafts, etc of the pows. If there were still Italian pows in hostels, they were usually ignored by PID.



10 November 1945 – Report on English Instruction. Strength 621; 493 at HQ Sutton Bridge, 50 at Holbeach Hostel, 78 at Surfleet Hostel.

Commandant:	Major R D Austin

Location – “a short distance from Sutton Bridge Station.”

130 pows were attending English classes at the HQ. 0 pows at the hostels due to shift work. There were 3 pow teachers, all were graded as ‘black’ (Category C = Nazis) – it was considered that most of the pows would have the same grade. There was a shortage of classrooms and dictionaries.

24 and 25 February 1945 – English Inspector’s Report. Strength not given. HQ + hostels at Kirton, Delph Bank and Surfleet.

A new, unnamed Commandant started on 25 February.

The visitor gave a lecture on English and tested pupils. Classroom accommodation was still lacking.

[bookmark: _Hlk183611426]1946 – Additional intake of pows from camps in the USA (118) and Canada (81). Most ex-US pows had very low morale as they had been misinformed in the US that they were being repatriated. Instead, they found themselves in working camps in the UK. Pows from Canada were often C grade; they had been captured early in the war and retained their Nazi ideology.

April 1946 - Camp magazine, No.1; Wir und die Welt : Monatszeitschrift des Lagers 254 - The Wiener Holocaust Library

25/29 May 1946 – Progress report / Check on screening / Select candidates for special training course at Wilton Park. Strength; 1 officer (the MO), 804 OR.

A visit had been made in January, but the report is not in the National Archive file.

60 pows were still accommodated in tents. The dining hut was used for most activities. “The Commandant has been trying to obtain permission to occupy a vacant and adjacent RAF camp, but this has been turned down. He has obtained two Nissen huts, but they have not yet been erected.”

	HQ
	Surfleet
	Kirton
	Delph Bank
	Holbeach Drove

	436
	126
	122
	51
	70



Commandant:	Major A L Rendell						Camp leader:	S/Fw Behn (est B)
2nd i/c:		Capt R J McLaughlin						Deputy C/L:	O/Wtm Ballmueller (est B+)
Interpreter:	S/Sgt Hamilton							German M.O.:	St/Arzt Gleitsmann (est C).

The Commandant and 2nd i/c were interested in re-education. 

Interpreter Hamilton, aged 21, “of no use from the point of view or re-education.”

The Camp leader was described as, “an unintelligent figurehead.”

The deputy C/L spoke English and was seen as, “a most useful intermediary.”

The M.O. was considered to be a definite Nazi, he took no overt part in camp life and was unpopular. It was recommended that he be replaced, (he was not).

	Political screening:
	A+
	A
	B
	C
	Unscreened

	
	1
	11
	198
	213
	382



4 pows were listed as candidates for the special training course.

Morale was recorded as ‘low.’ The main reasons were; intakes from US and Canada, lack of information about repatriation, bad news from home – especially the Russian zone, cramped space at HQ.  

There were some pows who were ‘pro-Russian.’ These were usually those from the Russian zone and most would change their minds as further news from families was received.

40% of the pows were ‘youth,’ (under 25). There was no special provision for them and were not considered to be a problem.

The standard list of re-education activities was given:

Wochenpost and Ausblick – separate appendix.

Newspapers – A range of British papers purchased using the Welfare Fund (money mainly raised through sales in the canteen). 8-10 copies of Swiss and German papers received at irregular intervals.

Library – 860 books, “adequate.”

Lectures – approximately monthly

Discussion groups – None. Some discussions followed lectures with a small number of pows.

Films – PID and YMCA fortnightly. A private company (usually Gaumont British at this time) also visited, but charged 6d per head which was considered very expensive.

Wireless – At HQ a set in the leader’s office with 8 loud speakers, 1 in each hut. Reception was often poor.

Camp magazine – 150 copies; 50 sent to PID. More paper and a better duplicator required.

Press review – Held on Sundays in HQ with 80 pows and every other week at the hostels, except Surfleet which held its own review.

English Instruction - 125 pows attended English classes.

Other camp activities – 

Religion – Very little interest. 2 padres from Friday Bridge Camp 90 visited

Education – Very small classes for French, Spanish, book-keeping, drawing and painting.

Theatre – None. Lack of space.

Orchestra – Just starting, but again lack of space. Light music with some jazz.

1946/1947 – Memories by Helmut Muller; “My wife, Margaret, was born in Wisbech on 1946-12-24 but her family lived in Sutton Bridge where her father, Rev Thomas Shaw, was the Methodist Minister. Several of the PoWs from Sutton Bridge camp became friendly with the Shaw family as Tom was the camp Chaplain. In the Shaw scrapbook from the time are several photographs of the PoWs, some letters, and details of a Camp Concert organised in aid of the Flood Relief Fund. This concert was held at Sutton Bridge Cinema – Herr.Ballmuller was the Camp Leader, Herr.Martin was the conductor and Herr.Lohmann was the accompanist. The concert was choral and orchestral. Herr.Ballmuller welcomed friends to the concert. His men were glad to have the opportunity of repaying kindnesses they had received from their friends in this way. The programme included salon, concert and dance music (both English and German), various fox trots and a much appreciated Bavarian Folk Dance. A large choir sang songs of the Rhine. Rev Thomas Shaw thanked those present, the performers and the cinema management. At Methodist services, probably held at the camp, the order of service was printed in English on one side and German on the other.” https://www.wartimememoriesproject.com/ww2/pow/aview.php?uid=264803

January 1947 – recorded as a satellite camp for Fulney Park Camp 153. Capt R J McLaughlin became officer i/c. O/Wtm Ballmueller continued as leader. M.O. St/Arzt Gleitsmann continued in place.

NOTE - When the Camp became a satellite, it was recorded as Sutton Bridge I and II. Site II was the main site with the staff mentioned above. I believe that site I was at the former RAF airfield as recorded in the English Heritage report.

Known Commandants:
1945 - Major R D Austin, later Commandant at Northwick Park Camp 242 (1946).
1946 - Major A L Rendell

After the camp: 2020 Light industrial units

Further Information:

National Archives FO 939/180 – 254 Working camp, Sutton Bridge Camp, Holbeach, Lincolnshire. Dated 1945 – 1946. Used above.

Lincolnshire County Council – Archive Collection Ref. BASS 5; Prisoners of War: Papers relating to the use of POW labour on farms in the Sutton Bridge area, 1943–1949.


Hostels

Delph Bank. 10 miles from main camp.

2/1946 – Hostel listed in brief report.

5/1946 – 51 pows. Hostel leader; O/Wtm Heinz Hoell (est B). 

1/1947 – recorded as a hostel for Fulney Park Camp 153. Same leader.


Holbeach Drove. 18 miles from main camp.

11/1945 – 50 pows. Pows working in shifts at a sugar factory.

2/1946 – Hostel not listed.

5/1946 – 70 pows. Hostel leader; St/Fw Heinrich Lepper (est B)

1/1947 – recorded as a hostel for Fulney Park Camp 153. 


Kirton. 22 miles from main camp.

2/1946 – Hostel listed in brief report.

5/1946 – 122 pows. Hostel leader; O/Fw Eduard Gutbrot (est B).

Four pows had recently escaped – no further details. There had been bad reports from employees about the standard of labour.

A teacher, Gefr Stoevhase, despite being graded (A), was found to be; “violently and outspokenly anti-British, anti-religious and pro-Russian. He is in his fifties and has a powerful personality. He maintains that the German PWs have nothing to learn from the British and that all our newspapers are lies and propaganda…. [he] deliberately exploits the right of free speech to undermine democracy by unfair methods.” It was recommended he be removed.

1/1947 – recorded as a hostel for Fulney Park Camp 153. Same leader.


Surfleet. 12 miles from main camp.

11/1945 – 78 pows. Pows working in shifts at a sugar factory.

2/1946 – Hostel listed in brief report.

5/1946 – 126 pows. Hostel leader; O/Fw Kurt Diebitz (est B).
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