[bookmark: c251east]Camp 251 East Cams Camp, Portchester Road, Fareham, Hampshire

Included in the 1945 ICRC Camp list – Labour Camp.251. East Cams Camp, Portchester Rd, Fareham, Hants.
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	Sheet
	No.
	Name & Location
	County
	Cond’n
	Type 1945
	Comments

	SU 5985 0616
	196
	251
	East Cams Camp, Portchester Road, Fareham
	Hampshire
	4
	German Working Camp
	Site occupied by housing, the roads (The Thicket & The Spinney) observe the routes of the camp roads.



	[image: ]Location: Just off the A27 Portchester Road.

1946 aerial photo –
 raf_3g_tud_uk_156_v_5029 - Aerial Photo | Historic England

Before the camp: Farmland

Pow Camp: “East Cams Estate had apparently been built between 1943 and 1944 to house workmen employed locally, building sections for the Mulberry Harbour… After the men had completed the task and left, prisoners-of-war were moved into the huts for the remainder of the war. After cessation of hostilities in 1945 the local authority – Fareham Urban District Council – took the camp over, renamed it East Cams Estate, and used it for temporary accommodation….  It had been a typical military-style camp with a collection of corrugated tin nissen huts, interspersed here and there by wooden huts and ablution blocks.” (From Fareham Revisited).
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	Ordnance Survey 1963


September 1945 - Appendix to HQ Southern Command War Diary– East Cams, Fareham – German labour camp – capacity 650. German hostel – Denmead – cap 100.

	Oversight and development of re-education activities and English teaching for German pows was carried out by PID (Political Intelligence Department of the Foreign Office) / COGA (Control Office for Germany and Austria – UK). Visits and reports were made. The standard of the reports varied greatly. The visitors took little interest, if any, in activities other than re-education. They rarely mentioned welfare, sports, games, pastimes, crafts, etc of the pows. If there were still Italian pows in hostels, they were usually ignored by PID.




September 1945 – Comments made by a PID visitor in a later report; “I first visted this camp in September 1945, when it was a grey-black camp, dominated by a small gang of Nazi thugs, who terrorised the whole camp. I had the ringleaders removed, including the C/L [camp leader] and deputy, and with the co-operation of the Commandant, appointed a good C/L and an ‘A+’ Director of Studies. A full re-educational programme was introduced at once. A number of candidates were sent to the T.C. [Training Centre at Wilton Park] and were so fired with enthusiasm that on their return to camp, they organised a six weeks course based on the Wilton Park tradition…. 5 courses were held with an average of 200 students per course.”   [A = non-Nazi / B = middle of the road / C = Nazi.]

[bookmark: _Hlk183611426]1946 – Additional intake of many pows from camps in the USA. Most had very low morale as they had been misinformed in the US that they were being repatriated. Instead, they found themselves in working camps in the UK. 1060  ex US pows arrived at East Cams between 10 May and 4 July 1946.

June 1946 – As the camp increased in size it was upgraded to a Lt Col’s command. Former Commandant, Major Warrens was transferred. Lt Col Adnams took over.
[bookmark: _Hlk192846461]
25-28 July 1946 – Progress report. Strength; 3 officers, 1836 Other Ranks. This was the 6th PID visit, but the first five reports are not in the National Archive file.

Some of the hostels were described as “new units.”

Commandant:	Lt Col Adnams							Camp leader:	Klaus Wilhelm Nelson (A)
Interpreter:	S/Sgt Rueffer / S/Sgt Cameron					Deputy C/L:	Jagdmann (A+)
										German M.O.:	Ass.st.arzt Moeller (B+)
The Commandant was co-operative with PID.

The camp leader was new to the post; aged 40, a merchant seaman, had been in US camps and Stuckenduff Camp 230, not a Nazi Party member. The previous leader, Wienecke (A) had been repatriated. 

The deputy C/L was carrying out, “excellent work.”

	Political screening:
	A+
	A
	B+
	B
	B-
	C
	Unscreened

	
	2
	122
	44
	482
	96
	194
	899



Morale was recorded as “high” – especially as repatriations had started. The exception was Morelands hostel with many ex-US pows. 

The standard list of re-education activities was given:

Wochenpost and Ausblick – separate appendix.

Newspapers – “Ample supply” of British papers at all sites. About 4 German papers were received per week – more requested.

Library – “Inadequate.” Example – Morelands hostel had 6 books for 450 pows.

Lectures – No details.

Discussion groups – Details given previously in missing reports.

Films – Films from COGA and YMCA arrived together which did not allow time for them to get to all sites. Suggested they arrive on alternate weeks.

Wireless – At HQ. A PID grant had been made available for the hostels to buy sets.

Camp magazine – Had been weekly and regarded as excellent. Now ceased publication due to lack of stencils and paper. Urgent request made for supplies to be sent from COGA.

English instruction – separate appendix.

Other Camp activities –

Religion / Education / Entertainment had previously been described in the missing reports.
January 1947 - Arrangements for interchanging concert parties had been set up between camps 41 (Ganger), 65 (Setley Plain), 251 (East Cams) and 402 (Lopcombe Corner).

11/15 March 1947 – Progress report and rescreen all ‘C’ grades. 10 months since the last report. Strength; 2 officers, 1106 OR. 

Commandant:	Lt Col Hartley							Camp leader:	Fwbl Schulz (B)
Interpreter:	Capt Lucas Smith / S/Sgt Schein				Deputy C/L:	Ogefr Verlande (B+)
										German M.O.:	Ass.st.arzt Moeller (B+) / O/Arzt Dr Geier (B).
Both interpreters were new to the camp.

Camp leader Schulz, aged 34, married, British zone, a tool dealer. He had been hostel leader at Southwick, then became Camp leader on 7 November 1946. “A quiet steady man and a hard worker.”

Deputy leader Verlande was also ‘Director of Studies, aged 31, unmarried, British zone, had been a Nazi Party member – “Now a genuine, energetic anti-Nazi.”

M.O. Moeller was depressed by personal troubles and no longer active in re-education. M.O. Geier, aged 32, married, British zone; “Co-operative, but not an outstanding personality.”

	Political screening:
	A
	B+
	B
	B-

	
	10
	36
	942
	110



64 pows were appealing against their grades, (the better the grade the sooner repatriated, in theory). 160 appeals had been heard – the figures indicate that all C grades were successful. 364 pows repatriated to date. 

Morale was generally high. There were good relations with the British staff. The hostels were described as being; “the best appointed I have seen.”

Re-education was regarded as very good with special training courses held for groups of pows. Changes –

Library – “Large and well assorted,” but more books requested.

Lectures – regular and appreciated.

Discussion groups – “the fuel crisis has caused a temporary break;” but no explanation for this, most camps held discussions amongst themselves.

Films – YMCA and Gaumont British. Few pows were prepared to pay the high price for the Gaumont films, (6d per person and an additional charge to the camp) and the last 2 had been cancelled.

Camp magazine – had been restarted, then stopped once again through lack of paper being sent by COGA.

Press review – temporarily suspended due to the cold weather.

Other camp activities – 

Religion – the former Protestant pastor had been repatriated. The camp was visited by English clergy.

Education – no classes recorded.

Entertainments – A keen theatre group, but “hampered by lack of funds.” The orchestra had disbanded due to repatriations.

24-27 June 1947 – Progress report. Strength; 2 officers, 1972 OR.

Fishers Camp 294 and two hostels had been taken over as a satellite camp in Mid June.

One change to senior personnel – another interpreter; S/Sgt Burger. He had been transferred from Fishers Camp where the visitor had previously reported on him unfavourably. “He is of a very excitable temperament, a poor organiser and in Camp 294, was universally loathed because of his arrogant and overbearing manner to PsW.” The other two interpreters were due to be demobilised and it was recommended that a new officer be appointed to “keep Burger under control.”
Dr Geier was transferred to the satellite camp.

Screening: “All B.” 160 appeals pending at the new satellite and hostels. Number of pows repatriated “not available.”

Morale was good, except at the Fishers Satellite camp.

850 pows were ‘youth’ (under-25); they were not seen as a problem.

Changes to activities –

Library – reversal of previous comments. There were just 700 books and 250 were in English.

Discussion groups – Weekly at HQ, Denmead and Morelands.

Camp magazine – still not restarted. A small magazine was produced at Fishers satellite.

Outside contacts – visits had been made by small groups to Winchester.

Religion – A new Protestant pastor; Luft (B-) from Camp 672. He had been formerly graded ‘C+’ (active Nazi) and had “a bad record both as a man and a clergyman.” He was to be posted away. Another Protestant pastor, Becker and a RC priest, Huth were based at the satellite camp and able to visit the whole camp.

Methodists, Quakers and the Salvation Army were active in the camp.

28-30 July 1947 – Report of Swiss Lecture / Re-education at the Satellite Camp. Total strength not given.

No changes to senior personnel.

This report concerned changes made at Fishers Satellite Camp during the previous month – see below. The only comment about a Swiss lecturer was that one had visited HQ and two hostels – not Fishers.

20 August 1947 – Camp magazine; Der Spiegel : Nachrichtenblatt des 251 Kriegsgefangenenlagers Farchan/Hants - The Wiener Holocaust Library

10-11 September 1947 – Another report on the satellite camp and hostels. This was unusual, especially considering there was little to report.

6 October 1947 – A report on Old Dean hostel, see below.

15-17 October 1947 – Re-educational survey. Strength; 3 officers (the M.O.’s), 1499 OR.

Commandant:	Lt Col Hartley							Camp leader:	Fwbl Schulz (B)
2nd i/c:		Major Woodroffe						Deputy C/L:	Ogefr Verlande (B+)
Interpreter:	S/Sgt Hudes							German M.O.:	Ass.st.arzt Moeller (B+) / O/Arzt Dr Geier (B) / O/Arzt Dr Zimmer (A).

Only change to senior personnel - a new Interpreter; S/Sgt Hudes transferred from Camp 402. The previous interpreter was removed at the Commandant’s wish. However, the Commandant considered the new interpreter as, “less satisfactory than his predecessor.”

Political screening: A 4  /  B 1498. Morale was seen to be a little lower than previous though no particular reason given. Some pows resented the military discipline, but the visitor commented that it was not unduly severe. British officers were liked and respected, but “the same cannot always be said of British other ranks.”

Camp activities had decreased during the summer months due to long working hours for the harvest and pows preferring to walk out. Changes –

Films – Travelling Films Ltd had replaced Gaumont British.

Camp magazine – had restarted.

Entertainments – The orchestra had restarted playing classical music; very successful performances were given at Fareham to an audience of 800, and at Alton to 500.
17/19 December 1947 – Progress report. Strength; 2 officers, 1243 OR.

Commandant:	Lt Col Hartley							Camp leader:	Wm Kurt Reutzel (B-)
Interpreter:	None								Deputy C/L:	Ogefr Verlande (B+)
										German M.O.:	Ass.st.arzt Moeller (B+) / O/Arzt Dr Geier (B+)
Camp leader Reutzel had been leader at Fishers Satellite camp.
 
Political screening; A 1  /  B 1242. Morale was recorded as high. The pows preferred to stay together and rumours that the camp was about to close had a disturbing effect. 

Changes to activities –

Films – shown at all sites except Bramdean where there had been “technical difficulties” for some time.

Outside contacts – informal relationships with local civilians was excellent. An exhibition of pow paintings and sculptures was to take place at Fareham.

Education – some small technical classes (e.g. agriculture) had started.

20/23 January 1948 – Progress report. Strength; 3 officers, 1582 OR.

There was a new deputy C/L; Wm Baraniak (B+)

Another M.O. St/Arzt Dr Laufs (B-), was based at Weavers Down.

Political screening; A 2, both had deferred repatriation  /  B 1583.

There had been many new intakes as pows were being repatriated. Consequently, many activities in the camp had deteriorated.
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	https://www.dayofarchaeology.com/oral-history-at-a-pow-camp-in-hampshire/
From:L. Burton and B. Musselwhite, 2006 the Book of Fareham Halsgrove, Tiverton.
	Envelope sent from Camp 251 – arriving on 23 January 1948. Illustrated in the Forces Postal History Society Journal, Number 299, Spring 2014, Vol XXX, No5



24/27 February 1948 – Re-educational survey. Strength; 4 officers, 1260 OR.

Commandant:	Lt Col Downe							Camp leader:	Wm Kurt Reutzel (B-)
Interpreter:	None								Deputy C/L:	Gefr Baraniak (B-)
										German M.O.:	Ass.st.arzt Moeller (B+) / O/Arzt Dr Geier (B+) / St/Arzt Dr Laufs (B-)
The majority of men returning to the Russian zone were “grim and unhappy, realising to the full the dangers and privations they may encounter.” Men returning to the Western zones were generally delighted to be going home. Pows were trying to earn as much money as possible before returning home.

[bookmark: _Hlk208328649][bookmark: _Hlk194085265]A survey was conducted in camps still open at this time concerning pow attitudes to the British, (following a PID circular dated 25.2.1948). It was pointless, carried out far too late and in totally random ways. Some visitors simply gathered whoever was around and asked them to give a show of hands to the questions, some only asked a ‘selected’ group – most did not state how the data was gathered or the numbers involved. At East Cams the visitor “estimated” the results and this should be matched to his comment; “In all camps, there are a mass of men too dull and stupid to hold positive views on any subject.” For what it is worth (nothing?) the results were;

	Attitudes to British:
	Hate
	Dislike
	Distrust
	Indifference
	Benefit of doubt
	Liking

	
	0%
	0%
	5%
	40%
	55%



Outside contacts –

Links with many religious bodies. The Bishop of Portsmouth invited pows to his home and attended pow functions.

The orchestra continued to give well received concerts, but was breaking up due to repatriations.

The camp closed soon after this report.

Known Camp Commandants:
1946 Major Warrens
1946 Lt Col Adnams – previously Commandant at Ganger Camp 41.
1947 Lt Col Richard St J Hartley from the Devonshire Regiment – had previously been Commandant at Saltby 186 and Quorn 9.
1948 Lt Col N C H Downe, formerly from the Royal Regiment of Artillery – transferred from Ganger Camp 41.

After the camp: Temporary accommodation; housing estate.

Further Information:

National Archives FO 1120/236 – Re-educational survey visit reports for camps 247 to 251. Dated 1 January 1946 – 31 December 1948. Used above. The first three reports were misfiled under FO 1120/237.

‘Fareham Revisited’ by Michael Stephenson – 2015, Andrews UK Ltd. 

The German Federal Archives have a copy of the camp magazine.

Toys made at East Cams were part of the Hampshire Hidden Treasures display at Westbury Manor Museum (closed 2014).








POW NUMBERS

	
	Open
	
	
	With other camps
	
	
	Unknown
	
	
	Not open



	
	9/1945
	7/1946
	3/1947
	6/1947
	9/19147
	10/1947
	12/1947
	1/1948
	2/1948

	[bookmark: _Hlk209279711]HQ
	650 cap.
	902
	605
	692
	?
	513
	334
	414
	216

	Denmead
	100 cap.
	204
	136
	208
	?
	178
	
	
	

	Morelands
	
	452
	335
	250
	?
	4
	146
	45
	44

	Oak Lodge
	
	28
	8
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Southwick
	
	253
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bramdean
	
	With C294
	171
	?
	49
	54
	25
	61

	Fishers (Sat)
	Was Camp 294
	420
	235
	362
	356
	157
	

	Cuckoo’s Corner
	
	With C294
	233
	58
	51
	42
	23
	38

	Old Dean
	Was Camp 675
	362
	345
	313
	252
	244

	Weaver’s Down
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	485
	485

	Aldershot/Beaumont
	
	
	Was Camp 1019
	184
	176

	Billets
	
	?
	24
	174 (1)
	?
	(1)
	(1)
	76 (1)
	?

	TOTALS
	
	1839
	1108
	1974
	?
	1502
	1245
	1585
	1264



1. Number included in the figures above.



Hostels

Aldershot / Beaumont Barracks. NGR SU 853 506. Part of the huge Aldershot barracks area.

1/1948 – “two new large hostels have been opened at Weavers Down and Aldershot for W.D. work.” No hostel leader listed.

2/1948 – Hostel leader; O/Fw Walther (B)

	
	9/1945
	7/1946
	3/1947
	6/1947
	9/19147
	10/1947
	12/1947
	1/1948
	2/1948

	Aldershot/Beaumont
	
	
	Was Camp 1019
	184
	176




Bramdean. 15 miles from HQ.

6/1947 – hostel leader; Wm Gerhard Lohberger (B+), aged 28, married, British zone, a postal assistant, “A pleasant simple and co-operative leader.” 10/1947 – same leader; he had requested to be relieved of his post as he was suffering from nervous strain.

12/1947 – Hostel leader; Uffz Gaffert (B). 1/1948 – same leader. Conditions were described as very poor, the Commandant had repeatedly tried to have the hostel closed. No wireless due to failure in the electrical plant for eight weeks. 2/1948 – same leader.

	
	9/1945
	7/1946
	3/1947
	6/1947
	9/19147
	10/1947
	12/1947
	1/1948
	2/1948

	Bramdean
	
	With C294
	171
	?
	49
	54
	25
	61






Cuckoo’s Corner. 25 miles from HQ. About 1 mile from the satellite camp. NGR SU 741 412.

6/1947 – Administered by Fishers Satellite camp. Hostel leader; Uffz Heinrich Huebbel (B+), aged 37, married, British zone, furniture maker. Leader since October 1946, “A simple, straight-forward and co-operative man.” Wireless had been out of order for 6 weeks.

9/1947 – Hostel leader; Ogefr Heinrichs (B+), aged 35, married, British zone; “unpolitical and not very intelligent, but evidently a popular man in his hostel.” 2/1948 – same leader.

	
	9/1945
	7/1946
	3/1947
	6/1947
	9/19147
	10/1947
	12/1947
	1/1948
	2/1948

	Cuckoo’s Corner
	
	With C294
	233
	58
	51
	42
	23
	38




Denmead. 8 miles from HQ. NGR SU 648 112.

Before D-Day, Creech Wood was designated as assembly camps A11 and A12, housing thousands of Allied troops and vehicles getting ready for the invasion of Normandy.

Details from Forestry Commission signboard – “After D-Day Creech Wood was used as a prisoner of War camp for German and Italian prisoners. However they did not see eye to eye and eventually had to be separated. They passed the time making wooden toys, clocks and boxes which would be exchanged for cigarettes, chocolate and fruit cake that latter of which was in very short supply.

There were no British or German Officers in the POW camp. The German Camp Commandant was the same rank as the British Company Sergeant Major that was in charge of the camp. He was a very fair man who treated the prisoners with respect and described them as “a jolly good bunch of lads.” He even threatened to withdraw their labour from local farms if they were not treated fairly….

At the end of the war, some of the German POWs chose to stay and remained locally working on the land and marrying local women. One of them became a priest in Purbrook.” 

3/1947 – Hostel leader; Fwbl Jaeckle (B), aged 43, married, French zone, a high school teacher, had been a member of the Nazi party, “Now genuinely anti-Nazi… A capable organiser and a first class hostel leader.” 10/1947 – same leader. Expected to close. Pows transferred to Morelands.

	
	9/1945
	7/1946
	3/1947
	6/1947
	9/19147
	10/1947
	12/1947
	1/1948
	2/1948

	Denmead
	100 cap.
	204
	136
	208
	?
	178
	
	
	




Fishers. 25 miles from HQ. Was independent camp 294. NGR SU 731 407

6/1947 – Satellite Camp. Camp leader; Fw Hans Koerner (B), aged 31, married, British zone, a bank clerk, not a Nazi Party member. His ability to lead this camp was doubted. There was a low morale after being taken over by East Cams and losing their very popular Commandant.  

7/1947 – Low morale was caused by working conditions, the recent transfer of command, and the camp leader. The pows were working very long hours during the harvest. The camp leader was replaced by Wm Konrad Reutzel (B-), aged 36, married, American zone, a patent agent. Had been a member of the S.A. for a short time. He had previously been leader at Camp 673. “Unpolitical, but co-operative. He appears to be generally popular.” It was hoped he would raise morale in this camp.

The “excellent” library had been sent further books – 2000 books “of which 1100 are readable.” Arrangements were being made to allow groups of pows to go on visits.

9/1947 – Officer i/c Capt Dibden. Same leader. M.O. Geier still in place. It was recorded that morale had very much improved.

Some of the youth pows had been transferred to Scotland to assist with the potato harvest.

There was a comment that one of the lecturers had lost his temper (no reason given) and had threatened the camp leader; “You will be put on the black list and get no more lectures” and that subsequently Nazis in the camp made full use of the incident for propaganda purposes. 10/1947 – same leader.

Late 1947 - The pows applied to hire the hall at Alton to put on a concert for the community on 12 October 1947. The application was refused by the local council, possibly because the proposed date was a Sunday. However, a concert did take place on a different day. The following details were given in an account of two Quakers who visited the camp and travelled to Germany in 1950 to visit some of the ex-pows:

“…the Hope Gills were renewing friendships they had made at Fishers Camp – from where the Germans, as it was closed down, had hired the largest hall in Alton and given a splendid concert to the local people. The two Quakers visited the camp leader, Kurt Meinel, and the chaplain, Pastor Becker.” (Thresholds of Peace – Matthew B Sullivan – Hamish Hamilton – 1979).

12/1947 – Site downgraded to a hostel. Hostel leader;  Fw Meinel (B). 1/1948 – same leader.

	
	9/1945
	7/1946
	3/1947
	6/1947
	9/19147
	10/1947
	12/1947
	1/1948
	2/1948

	Fishers (Sat)
	Was Camp 294
	420
	235
	362
	356
	157
	




Morelands. 10 miles from HQ. Location not confirmed – possibly at Morelands camp SU 685 070.

28 June 1946 – 460 pows from US camps arrived – the majority were estimated to be ‘C’ grade. Repatriations were largely dependent on political grades, as these pows had not been graded, they were not yet included in the repatriation scheme which further added to their depression. Excellent accommodation.

3/1947 – Hostel leader; Fwbl Burkhardt (B+), aged 35, married, American zone, civil servant; “competent and co-operative leader.” 6/1947 – same leader.

12/1947 – Hostel leader; Jaekle (B+), had been leader at Denmead. Pows from Denmead transferred here.

1/1948 – hostel leader recorded as Fwbl Burkhardt (B+) again.

28 February 1948 – closed.

	
	9/1945
	7/1946
	3/1947
	6/1947
	9/19147
	10/1947
	12/1947
	1/1948
	2/1948

	Morelands
	
	452
	335
	250
	?
	4
	146
	45
	44




Oak Lodge. 11 miles from HQ. Formerly known as Bir Hakeim.

	
	9/1945
	7/1946
	3/1947
	6/1947
	9/19147
	10/1947
	12/1947
	1/1948
	2/1948

	Oak Lodge
	
	28
	8
	
	
	
	
	
	




Old Dean. Previously Old Dean Common Camp 675, Camberley. Nearly 50 miles from HQ!

1 August 1947 – became a hostel for 251. Pows were working with the War Department in Camberley.

9/1947 – Administered by Fishers satellite camp. Hostel leader; Ofw Wilhelm Schloegl (A), aged 33, unmarried, American zone, professional soldier. He had been leader for over a year and had deferred his repatriation – “An intelligent and co-operative leader, interested in re-education.” M.O. O/Arzt Dr Zimmer (A). 

6 October 1947 – PID report. Strength; 1 officer, 342 OR. No change to senior personnel.

There does not seem to be any particular reason for this follow up visit. At a time when many camps had very few or very poor re-education activities, why single this hostel out? The leader had dismissed the ‘Director of Studies’ on account of numerous small disciplinary offences, and the visitor himself called the Director “completely idle.” There had been a gap in attending lecturers, they had now restarted. The camp had its own discussion group. The six member orchestra had been transferred to HQ.

At the end of the visit: “Recommendations – None.”

2/1948 – same leader.

	
	9/1945
	7/1946
	3/1947
	6/1947
	9/19147
	10/1947
	12/1947
	1/1948
	2/1948

	Old Dean
	Was Camp 675
	362
	345
	313
	252
	244




Southwick. 6 miles from HQ. Possibly Southwick Park.

4 July 1946 – 500 pows from US camps arrived.

28 July 1946 – 185 pows moved from the camp leaving a “skeleton staff” of 68.

	
	9/1945
	7/1946
	3/1947
	6/1947
	9/19147
	10/1947
	12/1947
	1/1948
	2/1948

	Southwick
	
	253
	
	
	
	
	
	
	




Weavers Down

23/1/1948 – “two new large hostels have been opened at Weavers Down and Aldershot for W.D. work.” Weavers Down was recorded as having opened 14 days earlier.

Hostel leader; O/Fahnr Johannes Wilper (B+), aged 33, married, British zone, a railway inspector. He had been camp leader at camp 1016 (Old Dean). “He is bewildered and depressed by the unpleasant conditions at this hostel.”

M.O. St/Arzt Dr Karl Friedrich Laufs (B-), aged 38, married, British zone. He had been held in an officers’ camp; “An old fashioned Prussian militarist.”

Morale was very low. The site was in a compound in the middle of a large Royal Engineers Camp, “out in the wilds, and come under the regulations of the RE Brigadier. The Ps/W are treated like niggers in a state with a colour bar. They may not visit recreational huts…”  their movements in the camp were restricted, “in case they might meet an Englishwoman from the married quarters.” Pows were not allowed onto the buses passing through the camp. They were restricted to 3 carriages on trains running on a special military railway but had to return by 17.45. “Most of the Ps/W have come from good camps, where they have been treated as human beings, and they are naturally very depressed at the indignities to which they are being subjected.” 

2/1948 – same leader. Conditions in the camp had very quickly improved, pows were being treated with “reasonable consideration,” though they were still isolated.

	
	9/1945
	7/1946
	3/1947
	6/1947
	9/19147
	10/1947
	12/1947
	1/1948
	2/1948

	Weaver’s Down
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	485
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