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	OS NGR
	Sheet
	No.
	Name & Location
	County
	Cond’n
	Type 1945
	Comments

	SK 3625 8175
	111
	248
	Norton Camp, Cinderhill Lane, Norton, Sheffield
	Yorkshire
	5
	German
Working Camp
	Precise location not identified, NGR given for approx feature centre of Cinderhill Lane.



	Location: (Note there was a camp called Norton Park 174 in Nottinghamshire, there was also a Norton Grove hostel attached to Eden Camp 83 from 1947). Wartime memories confirm the camp was on Cinderhill Lane, but not an exact location, other than ‘next to a farm.’ Looking at earlier OS maps there are no farms on the N side of the lane – and the only farm on the S side is shown on the 1956 map just above the 2nd letter R of Jordanthorpe.

Before the camp: Farmland

Pow Camp: 

[bookmark: _Hlk192846461]Opened - ?

	Oversight and development of re-education activities and English teaching for German pows was carried out by PID (Political Intelligence Department of the Foreign Office) / COGA (Control Office for Germany and Austria – UK). Visits and reports were made. The standard of the reports varied greatly. The visitors took little interest, if any, in activities other than re-education. They rarely mentioned welfare, sports, games, pastimes, crafts, etc of the pows. If there were still Italian pows in hostels, they were usually ignored by PID.



25 August 1946 – Camp magazine Number 15; Das Blinkfeuer : Halbmonatschrift des P.O.W. Camp 248 - The Wiener Holocaust Library

29 December 1946 – Visit to review re-education. Strength; 2 officers, 1792 OR in HQ, 8 hostels and billets.

This was the 6th visit to the camp – the first 5 reports are not in the National Archive file.
	[image: ]

	
	Ordnance Survey 1956


Note – “The Camp has an unusual distribution of personnel: 90 Ps/w at HQ Norton – these are mainly HQ staff, 480 at Clay Cross which used to be the main camp until the HQ moved to Norton, Sheffield last November.” This would give an overlap of Camp numbers with both sites as 248. A PID report for Clay Cross (New Drill Hall) dated 13 July 1946, gives it number 248 – but Norton Camp magazine from August used 248. So, did the HQ transfer take place in July/August and NOT November as stated in this report?

Commandant: Lt Col V C Holland                                             			Camp leader: H/Wm Fritz Frink (A)
Interpreter:      S/Sgt Gossels                                                    			Deputy C/L:    None
                                                                                                  			German M.O:  O/Arzt Dr Grommes (B)

All of the senior personnel had been in the same posts at New Drill Camp 248 (Clay Cross) up to transfer in November 1946.

The Commandant was supportive of re-education, (that is not to say he was actively involved).

Camp leader Frink had been recently upgraded from (C) to (A) – “He upholds fair play and is well liked by the British Staff and the PW.”
The interpreter was, “efficient and conscientious but could show more drive and initiative.”

Materials, post, etc was delivered to HQ and distributed to hostels during weekly round trips. The Camp leader, study leader and padres were also able to visit the hostels. 

1780 pows had been politically screened, but the figures were not given. 320 C grades (Nazis) were appealing against their grades - the better the grade, the sooner repatriated, in theory. 105 pows had been repatriated to date.

Morale had improved from the previous report due to relaxing rules about fraternization and Christmas invitations from local civilians. (336 pows visited homes at Christmas according to an International Red Cross report in February 1947). Relationships between the pows and British staff were good. There were good sporting facilities. Negative factors included slow repatriation, political and family news from Germany, and concerns over Russia.

15% of the pows were ‘youth’ (under 25). They were not seen as a problem.

The standard list of re-education activities was given:

Wochenpost and Ausblick – separate appendix.

Newspapers – A wide range of British papers were available, paid from the Welfare Fund. Some German papers sent by COGA and some were received through the post. More requested. 

Library – 1541 books. 
 
Lectures – regular and popular.

Discussion groups – Newly started at all sites.

Films – YMCA every 3 weeks. Gaumont British to start, but only at HQ and Clay Cross.

Wireless – Adequate at all sites. Hamburg station most popular.

Camp magazine – started in January with 400 copies fortnightly. Paper and stencils in short supply. 

Press review – A popular daily news-sheet of translated articles was produced; hostels received 2 copies.

English instruction – Separate appendix.

Information room – at HQ displaying exhibitions of text and pictures on a theme.

Other camp activities –

Religion – 60% Protestant, 40% RC. High interest with up to 70% attendance, (much higher than most camps). RC Pfarrer Clar visited from Nether Heage Camp 58 every three weeks and stayed for one week to visit all sites. Protestant Pfarrer Sieber (A) was based at Clay Cross, he held services every Sunday and visited hostels during the week. Both padres were considered to have a good influence.

British padres also visited the hostels.

Education – Extensive at Clay Cross, but far less so at other sites. 5 pows were working on correspondence courses. 

Entertainment – A camp orchestra of 15 musicians visited the hostels.

A Mr and Mrs Percival gave piano and violin performances at Clay Cross and Lismore Road and were greatly appreciated. Mrs Percival was Austrian.

20 February 1947 - An inspection of the camp was carried out by the International Red Cross. 




5 May 1947 – Re-educational Survey. Strength; 2 officers (the M.O.s), 1490 OR.

Commandant: Lt Col V C Holland                                             			Camp leader: 	Ofw Walter Otto (A)
Interpreter:      S/Sgt Gossels                                                    			Deputy C/L:    	None
                                                                                                  			German M.O:  	O/Arzt Dr Grommes (A) / S/Arzt Dr Schless (B-)

The Camp leader had been hostel leader at Lismore Road.

M.O. Grommes had been upgraded from B to A.

300 pows had recently been sent to other camps, and 350 were new arrivals – no reasons given for this.

	Political screening:
	A
	B
	C
	C+

	
	68
	1419
	3
	2



The two C+ graded pows were being sent to a different camp.

380 appeals had been heard against political grades – but the numbers allowed / rejected do not add up to that total: 	Allowed: 275 from C to B
                                       											                              65 from B to A 
														                                0 rejected.
317 pows repatriated to date.

Morale was generally good. The main negative factor was slow repatriation. Many of the pows were employed in quarry work, and there were complaints about inadequate rations – this was investigated and the rations were found to be correct.

Changes to activities – 

Films – shown fortnightly.

Wireless – the set at HQ had 3 loudspeakers.

English instruction – 226 pupils at all sites, but 151 of these studied privately, not in classes.

1-3 August 1947 – Re-educational Survey. Strength; 2 officers, 1360 OR.

Commandant: Lt Col V C Holland                                             			Camp leader: 	Wm Willi Hall (B+)
Interpreter:      None 		                                                   			Deputy C/L:    	None
                                                                                                  			German M.O:  	O/Arzt Dr Guenther Grommes (B) / S/Arzt Dr Hubert Schless (B+)

The new Camp Leader had been leader at Dove Holes hostel. Aged 27, a compositor; “an open type.”

A German pow, Hfw Heinz Drews, acted as interpreter. Aged 32, a clerk.

	Political screening:
	A
	B+
	B
	B-
	C
	C+

	
	1
	253
	790
	316
	1
	1



No further appeals against grading. 743 pows repatriated to date.

Changes to activities –

Newspapers – more German papers were arriving as well as some Swiss and French papers.

Library – 2580 books.

Lectures – affected according to time and topic. Weekend lectures had low attendance as most pows preferred to leave the camp in their time off.

Discussion groups – none.

Films – shows by YMCA and Travelling Films.

Wireless – most sites had more than one wireless and speakers. The speakers were usually based in communal huts such as dining areas, some accommodation huts also had speakers.

Press reviews – none. 

Religion – whereas a previous comment (12/46) stated that there was a strong interest, this had now changed to little interest.

Education – classes had stopped during the summer months.

Entertainments – No theatre group (one at Clay Cross had also ceased). The orchestra at HQ was made up of 9 German and British members playing light and dance music. HQ pows could go swimming in Sheffield. 

Outside contacts – many local civilians visited the sites to give English lessons and lectures. There were very good informal local contacts with families. Formal contacts included municipal and social functions at Buxton, Chapel-en-le-Frith, Chesterfield, Chinley, Peak Dale and Bakewell.

Known Camp Commandants 
1947 Lt Col V C Holland, from the Royal Corps of Signals. Previously at New Drill Camp 248.

After the camp: 

Further Information:

National Archives FO 1120/236 – Re-educational survey visit reports for camps 247 to 251. Dated 1 January 1946 – 31 December 1948. Used above.


POW NUMBERS

	
	Open
	
	
	With other camps
	
	
	Unknown
	
	
	Not open



	
	Pre 12/1946
	12/1946
	5/1947
	8/1947
	Post 8/1947

	[bookmark: _Hlk209279711]HQ
	
	90
	125
	74 (2)
	With Camp 58

	Bakewell
	With New Drill Camp 248
	85
	87
	99
	With Camp 58

	Burbage
	
	250
	195
	199
	With Camp 58

	Clay Cross
	Was New Drill Camp 248
	480
	387
	396
	With Camp 58

	Clowne
	With New Drill Camp 248
	180
	207
	182
	

	Dove Holes
	With New Drill Camp 248
	280
	367
	337
	With Camp 58

	Lismore Road, Buxton
	With New Drill Camp 248
	310
	
	
	

	Nether Langwith
	With New Drill Camp 248
	53
	59
	
	

	Stoney Middleton
	With New Drill Camp 248
	66
	65
	47
	With Camp 58

	Billets
	-
	(1)
	(1)
	24
	-

	TOTALS
	
	1794
	1492
	1362
	



1. Included in numbers above. 2. + 4 in hospital / jail.


Hostels – 

Bakewell. (SK 220 677, Burton Closes, off Haddon Road, Bakewell).

11/1946 – Transferred from New Drill Camp 248. Hostel leader; St/Fw Hansen (C). 12/1946 – same leader.

5/1947 – Hostel leader; Fw Hermann Eilhardt (B-). 8/1947 – same leader, aged 34, a druggist, “of militaristic bearing but not an obstacle to re-education.”

	
	Pre 12/1946
	12/1946
	5/1947
	8/1947
	Post 8/1947

	Bakewell
	With New Drill Camp 248
	85
	87
	99
	With Camp 58




Burbage. NGR SK 047 728.

5/1947 – Hostel leader; Wm Horst Doering (B+). 8/1947 – same leader, aged 32, a baker, “a pleasant youthful type.” Many pows worked in quarries.

	
	Pre 12/1946
	12/1946
	5/1947
	8/1947
	Post 8/1947

	Burbage
	
	250
	195
	199
	With Camp 58




Clay Cross. Previously independent New Drill Camp 248.

11/1946 – Transferred to be administered by Norton Camp 248

12/1946 – Classes held for Maths (basic and advanced), book-keeping, shorthand, tailoring, physics and agriculture. A theatre group had been reduced in size due to repatriations. 

5/1947 – Hostel leader; Fw Neugebauer (A)

8/1947 – Hostel leader; Fw Herbert Kleff (B), aged 30, a machine constructor, “average type but able to conduct a large hostel.” There was a RC Chapel at this hostel. In addition to football, lawn and table tennis, and handball were popular.

	
	Pre 12/1946
	12/1946
	5/1947
	8/1947
	Post 8/1947

	Clay Cross
	Was New Drill Camp 248
	480
	387
	396
	With Camp 58




Clowne. Nissen huts in grounds of Southgate House.

11/1946 – Transferred from New Drill Camp 248.

5/1947 – Hostel leader; Fw A Pusch (B+). 8/1947 – same leader, aged 31, a joiner, “able to keep up activity and morale.” The pows were engaged in day and night shift work.

	
	Pre 12/1946
	12/1946
	5/1947
	8/1947
	Post 8/1947

	Clowne
	With New Drill Camp 248
	180
	207
	182
	










Dove Holes. Photos show wooden huts.

Photos of pows clearing snow in Winter 46/7 - https://buxtonmuseumandartgallery.wordpress.com/2022/11/05/derbyshires-prisoners-of-war/

11/1946 – Transferred from New Drill Camp 248.

5/1947 – Hostel leader; Wm W Hall (B+)

8/1947 – Hostel leader; Uffz Paul Hombrecher (B-), aged 40, a free lance journalist, “may succeed where five other hostel leaders have failed.” Low morale often affected by working conditions in the quarries. The employers had given “certain incentives,” to encourage work, but then discontinued them resulting in a fall of output. 70 of the pows had been transferred from RAF run camps where life was generally easier working at farms. It was stated that, “”the district is also depressing.”

	
	Pre 12/1946
	12/1946
	5/1947
	8/1947
	Post 8/1947

	Dove Holes
	With New Drill Camp 248
	280
	367
	337
	With Camp 58




Lismore Road (Buxton).

11/1946 – Transferred from New Drill Camp 248. Hostel leader; Ofw Otto (B). 12/1946 – same leader. There was a miniature puppet theatre

	
	Pre 12/1946
	12/1946
	5/1947
	8/1947
	Post 8/1947

	Lismore Road, Buxton
	With New Drill Camp 248
	310
	
	
	




Nether Langwith. NGR SK 526 701.

11/1946 – Transferred from New Drill Camp 248. Hostel leader; Ofw Weise. 12/1946 – same leader, he had previously been graded as (C), now recorded as (B+).

5/1947 – Hostel leader; Uffz H Mueller (B)

	
	Pre 12/1946
	12/1946
	5/1947
	8/1947
	Post 8/1947

	Nether Langwith
	With New Drill Camp 248
	53
	59
	
	




Stoney Middleton. NGR SK 235 751.

11/1946 – Transferred from New Drill Camp 248.

5/1947 – Hostel leader; Fw Goericke (A).

8/1947 – Hostel leader; Uffz Heinrich Mueller (B), aged 46, a clerk, “pleasant but simple type.” Many pows worked in quarries.


Excellent local history website with further memories - http://smhccg.org/village-history/prisoner-of-war-camp/

	
	Pre 12/1946
	12/1946
	5/1947
	8/1947
	Post 8/1947

	Stoney Middleton
	With New Drill Camp 248
	66
	65
	47
	With Camp 58
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