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	1947 Camp List

	246(G.W.C.)
	Basildon House, Basildon, Nr.Pangbourne, Berks
	S.
	Priswar, Pangbourne
	Pangbourne 312
	Pangbourne
	Lt.Col.C.E.Lewin-Harris
	v/1453/2

	Commandants name crossed out, Major Gordon’s inserted and then crossed out + change to w/e number
	Major T.P.Gordon
	v/1452/2



	Prisoner of War Camps (1939 – 1948)  -  Project report by Roger J.C. Thomas - English Heritage 2003

	OS NGR
	Sheet
	No.
	Name & Location
	County
	Cond’n
	Type 1945
	Comments

	SU 604 779
	175
	246
	Basildon House, Lower Basildon, Pangbourne
	Berkshire
	3
	German Working Camp
	One hut and various footings & a carved tree remain extant in woodland



	[image: ]Location: NGR for the camp SU 603 777

1946 aerial photo - raf_106g_uk_1408_rp_3424 - Aerial Photo | Historic England

Before the camp: Large country estate and house. Used as a convalescent home during WW1. Used by various troops including for tank training and bridge building, then from 1943 by two units of the US 101st Airborne Division. Most of the men from both units left prior to D-day and then returned to Basildon on 11 July 1944. The units left for the last time in mid-September to participate in Operation Market Garden.

Pow Camp: The pow huts were located in the parkland. British officers at the camp had their mess in the House. For a short time, some German pows were accommodated inside the house in the Octagon Drawing Room – this room was then used as offices. Italian and later German pows.
	[image: ]

	
	Ordnance Survey1960


[bookmark: _Hlk192846461]
	Oversight and development of re-education activities and English teaching for German pows was carried out by PID (Political Intelligence Department of the Foreign Office) / COGA (Control Office for Germany and Austria – UK). Visits and reports were made. The standard of the reports varied greatly. The visitors took little interest, if any, in activities other than re-education. They rarely mentioned welfare, sports, games, pastimes, crafts, etc of the pows. If there were still Italian pows in hostels, they were usually ignored by PID.



1 July 1946 – Camp magazine, Number 2 (also refers to Upton Lodge and Badgemore); Das Forum : Halbmonatschrift Deutscher Kriegsgefangener Camp 246, Basildon House, Berks - The Wiener Holocaust Library

7/9 August 1946 – Progress report on re-education / Screening of selected pows. Strength; 1 officer (the M.O.), 1289 Other Ranks in HQ, 6 hostels + billets. This was the 2nd visit, but the 1st (June 1946) is not in the National Archive file.

The camp was stated to have good accommodation and lack of barbed wire.

Commandant:	Lt Col Lewin-Harris.							Camp leader:	Wm Bachner (est B)
Asst C.O.:	Major Howe								Deputy C/L:	H/Wm Schammidatus (est B+)
Interpreter:	S/Sgt Perrott								German .M.O. O/Arzt Klingshirn (est A)

The Commandant and staff were co-operative with the visitor. The Commandant had recently been appointed.

It was stated that Major Howe had been Commandant until Lt Col Lewin-Harris was appointed. He was interested in re-education.

The Interpreter was young, but very keen and interested in re-education.

The Camp Leader was “a young Bavarian, is intelligent and a good organiser and is interested in re-education to a certain extent.”

The Deputy C/L was far more keen on re-education and, “appeared to be more in touch with the PW.” This may have been bias on the visitor’s part as pows interested in re-education generally received very favourable comments.

Morale was recorded as “quite good” though variable. It was expected to improve once repatriations started.

Political screening had not taken place; estimated grades were given. Overall, the camp was estimated to be 65% grey (Grade B), and 35% black (Grade C - Nazis).

Youth pows (under-25) were not seen as a problem except at Badgemore.

Re-education activities had been started recently. There was a lack of paper and a low Welfare Fund, (money mainly raised through sales in the canteen) which hindered some activities. The standard list was given:

Wochenpost & Ausblick – 150 / practically none, respectively. More copies of both publications requested.

Newspapers – Extremely poor. Just 1 copy of The Times bought locally, due to lack of funds. About 5 German newspapers were sent by COGA fortnightly.

Library – Just 150 books. More were expected from YMCA and camps closing down in the USA.

Lectures – Regular with mixed reception depending on the subject and the speaker.

Discussion groups – weekly and well attended at HQ. Groups also starting at the hostels.

Films – YMCA films every three weeks at all sites.

Wireless – At all sites except one. The HQ set had extension speakers.

Camp magazine – “very good.” Hindered by lack of paper.

Press review – At HQ from “odd British and German newspapers.” Lack of newspapers at the hostels hindered this.

English Instruction – 3 good teachers and 172 pupils with sufficient textbooks at HQ. The headmaster of School House, Upper Basildon, Mr E S Nicholas gave lessons to 60/80 pows twice a week – he had been interviewed to judge suitability. Instruction started at the hostels. 

Other camp activities –

Religion – pows could attend local church services, “under escort.” 2 priests from Didcot attended all sites weekly. Little general interest.

Education – Classes for chemistry, biology, maths, shorthand, Spanish and French at HQ. Some classes started in the hostels. Lack of textbooks and materials were a problem.

Theatre – one variety show had been given.

Orchestra – small owing to lack of instruments. 
[image: ][image: ][image: ]Christmas 1946 – Christmas poster. 

The ‘0’ in the date had been adapted with a small line at top, and signed by Otto Schmallandt, the Camp leader.



7-12 February 1947 – Re-education report. Strength; 2 officers, 1091 OR.

In this report the number of pows working as administrative staff (57) was given as a separate figure from the “main” accommodation site (398). It may indicate the time when the Hall itself was used for a short period to accommodate a small number of pows.

Commandant:	Major W E Farr, M.C., R.A.						Camp leader:	Ofw Otto Schmallandt (B)
Interpreter:	S/Sgt N Douglas							Deputy C/L:	Ogefr Heinz Haupt (B)
											German .M.O. O/Arzt Josef Klingshirn (A)
Major Farr was acting Commandant. He was supportive of re-education.

The Camp Leader was a professional soldier; “conscientious, efficient, attractive personality.” He co-operated with re-education activities.

The Deputy Leader was a lawyer. Had been a member of the Nazi party. Spoke English and taught the beginners’ class. “Intelligent;  political outlook doubtful.”

German M.O.; “Good type.” Co-operated with re-education activities. There was also a German dentist; O/Zahnarzt Eduard Rausch (B); “Conscientious, but not interested in re-education.” 

	Political screening:
	A
	B+
	B
	B-
	C

	
	20
	299
	610
	108
	52



45 pows were appealing against their political grades – the better the grade, the sooner repatriated, in theory. 351 pows repatriated to date, made up of; 229 ‘whites’ [A grade]; 17 ‘groups’; 8 sick; 97 economics [pows selected for work identified by COGA as essential in Germany, e.g. mining, forestry…].

Morale was recorded as “fairly high” at main camp. Positive factors were; pleasant environment, freedom from petty restrictions, good food and treatment, recreation and entertainment. Two main negative factors were listed; slow repatriations, and news that all voluntary SS were in the automatic arrest category. [Many SS, especially youth, were conscripted into the SS rather than volunteers].

40% of pows in main camp were ‘youth’ – 33-50% in the hostels. They were not regarded as a problem.

One of the main positive influences on political attitudes recorded by pows was contact with civilians. Pows were allowed to walk out of camp in free time – and the local population were found to be generally friendly and helpful. 

The visitor commented that it had been a long time since the last review and there had been no contact with PID. This resulted in a serious loss of interest in re-education / education activities. It was hoped this would be revitalised through the formation of a ‘Re-education Committee.’

Changes to activities –

Newspapers - regarded as adequate.

Discussion groups – “broken down as it was on too highbrow a level.” Pangbourne and Larkstoke were the only 2 hostels where they continued.

Camp magazine – had lapsed, it was hoped it would be restarted. Paper needed.

Press review – items of interest were read out at all sites.

Religion – Protestant padre at main camp; Kurt Dubinski (B). “Earnest, intelligent, very willing to co-operate.” RC priest, Karl Juengst from Stanbury Camp 135 visited every 3 weeks. Pows able to visit local churches, no longer escorted.

Education – none other than English.

Entertainments – Playscripts needed for the theatre group. No mention of an orchestra. 

29 March to 3 April 1947 - As part of the re-education programme administered by the Control Office for Germany and Austria (COGA), Paul Bondy, a German-speaking refugee gave lectures at the main camp and 7 hostels. He recorded a main camp complement of 500.

4/5 June 1947 – Re-educational survey. Strength 1 officer, 1093 OR.

Commandant:	Lt Col E C Prattley							Camp leader:	Ogefr Heinz Haupt (B)
Interpreter:	S/SgtE W Moeller [Műller]						Deputy C/L:	Herbert Rhode (B+)
											German .M.O. 	Hauptstf Dr Karl Busch (B)
The new Commandant was co-operative with the aims of re-education.

The new Camp Leader had been deputy. 

	Political screening:
	A
	B+
	B
	B-
	C

	
	5
	280
	623
	181
	5



5 appeals pending. No information about previous appeals, but the reduction in C grades suggests that most were successful, (most were in most camps).

678 pows repatriated to date.

Morale was mixed. Older, family men often suffered from low morale. Bad news from families in Germany and news in general had a depressing effect.

Changes to activities –

Wochenpost & Ausblick – 250 / 100 copies; “adequate.”

Newspapers – a good supply. A “fair amount” of Swiss and German papers.

Library – 700 books, English and German. Barely adequate for over 1000 pows.

Discussion groups – There was a ‘brainstrust’ every fortnight at HQ with a panel of 4 local English people and 1 pow..

Camp magazine – had restarted.

Information room – displayed exhibitions of text and pictures on a theme. Currently ‘The United Nations.’

Entertainments – The theatre group was active and put on performances for civilians. There was an orchestra at HQ.

Outside contacts – Informal and formal contacts were very good. 

Mention was made to visits by, “the artist Mr Spencer.” Likely to have been Gilbert Spencer who lived in Upper Basildon, possibly his brother Stanley Spencer who was known to visit his brother.  

Good links with YMCA in Henley, the WEA and Reading University ‘one day school.’

22/23 July 1947 – Re-educational survey. Strength; 2 officers, 1156 OR.

No changes to senior personnel. No screening figures given. 550 pows repatriated to date – 128 LESS than the previous month’s figure ?.

This was a pointless repetition of the report carried out in the previous month.
1 and 2 September 1947 – Re-educational survey. Strength; 2 officers, 678 OR.

No changes to senior staff.
The Commandant was absent, deputising at Spencer’s Wood Camp (Stanbury House Camp 135).  Major Farr, 2nd i/c was present.

828 pows repatriated to date. 300 pows had been sent to camps in Scotland.

Morale was still generally good. Mail was slow coming through from Germany which caused some concern.

Many activities had been disrupted during the harvest with pows working long hours. Transport was a major problem, each hostel only received 1 transport per week – it was suggested that bicycles should be issued.

Changes to activities –

Library – stated there were “nearly 300 books” and this included 100 new German books. No explanation why this had decreased from a previously recorded 700.

Wireless – adequate, they also had a gramophone player and gave music concerts.

Entertainment – the future of the theatre group was in doubt as many members had been transferred to Scotland or been repatriated; the orchestra continued. The choir gave a concert at reading.

There were unsettling rumours that the camp was about to be closed down. 

14-16 October 1947 – Re-education Survey + ‘Education Contacts at Reading.’ Strength; 2 officers, 646 OR.

1 change to senior personnel – Commandant was Major Farr M.C. (again).

There were few ‘youth’ pows left as most had been transferred to other camps or to the special youth camp 180.

858 pows repatriated to date.

Press reviews – Camp Tannoy system used to give news summaries and transmit the ‘brainstrust’ meetings. There were noticeboards to display news articles.

Outside contacts – Main camp had good links with Reading University and Toc H. Pows were allowed to attend technical courses for free. Owing to petrol shortages, the Commandant allowed each hostel 1 recreational trip per week.

3-5 December 1947 – Re-educational survey. Strength; 2 officers, 596 OR.

Commandant:	Major T P Gordon							Camp leader:	Ogefr Heinz Haupt (B)
Interpreter:	S/SgtE W Moeller							Deputy C/L:	H Finsch (B+)
											German .M.O. 	Hauptstf Dr Karl Busch (B)
Overall good morale continued.

200 ‘youth’ pows; many were employed at Didcot Depot.

Outside contacts continued to flourish at Reading, Henley and Newbury. Christmas invitations were coming in to the camp. Re-education activities were reduced as most pows preferred to walk out of camp in their free time when the weather was good. Changes recorded –

Library – 1300 books, though many needed repairs. Request for more technical books.

Films – supplied by YMCA or Travelling Films Ltd about every 10 days.

14 – 16 January 1948 – Re-educational survey. Strength; 2 officers, 1077 OR.

No change to senior personnel.

There was a general feeling of being ‘on the last lap’ and the remaining pows were looking forward to repatriation. Activities continued; changes –

Education – maths and literature classes were due to start.

Entertainment – A new football team, theatre group and dance band had been organised. There was a good choir. Dances were held every fortnight in the local village hall for HQ.

This was the last report – it is believed the camp was closed down shortly after.

Known Camp Commandants:
1946 Major Howe
1946 Lt Col C E L Lewin-Harris, from the Duke of Cornwall’s Light Infantry.
1947 Acting Commandant; Major W E Farr, M.C., R.A. (twice).
1947 Lt Col E C Prattley, formerly with Garswood Camp 50 / Harcourt Camp 43
1947/8 Major T P Gordon (Possibly South Staffordshire Regiment).

After the camp: For a while the house was used by the Ministry of Works to house workers constructing the Nuclear Research Establishment at Harwell. During the 1950’s it returned to private ownership. 2020 a National Trust property, the Nissen Hut bases are along the ‘blue’ walk. 

Further Information:

National Archives FO 1120/235 – Re-educational survey visit reports for camps 240 to 246. Dated 1 Jan 1946 – 31 Dec 1948. Used above.

‘Basildon At War’ leaflet issued by the National Trust.

POW NUMBERS

	
	Open
	
	
	With other camps
	
	
	Unknown
	
	
	Not open



	
	1945
	8/1946 (1)
	2/1947
	6/1947
	7/1947
	9/1947
	10/1947
	12/1947
	1/1948

	[bookmark: _Hlk209279711]HQ
	Italians
	600
	57 / 398 (2)
	583
	593
	186
	180
	209
	793

	Badgemore
	With C135
	160
	120
	135
	182
	163
	156
	111
	48

	Churn
	
	110
	78
	71
	65
	57
	54
	60
	32

	Larkstoke
	
	120
	107
	125
	118
	97
	87
	63
	103

	Pangbourne
	With C135
	70
	64
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Satwell
	With C135
	70
	64
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Upton Lodge
	With C135
	50
	46
	33
	35
	25
	22
	10
	

	Beedon
	
	With C25
	57
	98
	52
	46
	44
	34
	20

	Billets
	-
	110
	102
	98
	113
	106
	105
	111
	75

	TOTALS
	
	1290
	1093
	1094
	1158
	680
	648
	598
	1079



(1) Rounded figures were used. (2)  Numbers for “Hq / Main.”






Hostels

Badgemore, Henley. C 13 miles from HQ. “Situated along a rough road where there was a little bungalow on the corner.”

“I was a small girl during the war living in Henley On Thames. Towards the later part of the war a pow camp was built in the field next door to our isolated bungalow. We lived, in fact, about a mile from the town centre. 

I'm not sure how many prisoners there were in the camp but most of them were very young. My father and mother befriended several of them and in return they always looked after us as in making sure we had a supply of firewood and snow cleared etc during the winters. On their return from their work on the local farms they would throw branches and logs over our fence; then in their off-duty time they would come down and saw them up.

I used to play the accordion and sometimes they would borrow it to have an evening of singing in their camp. Every Christmas there would be a wonderful concert at the other camp, situated also at Badgemore, to which we were always invited. [Other?] https://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ww2peopleswar/stories/54/a2259254.shtml

Story of pow Alfred Khas, a panzergrenadier in the Waffen SS; “On the first night at the POW camp at Badgemore Park just outside Henley, the Guard Commander, an Austrian Jew serving in the British Army, called the prisoners together. He apologised that the mattresses for their bunks had not arrived but would do so the next day…

Alfred and his fellow prisoners became part of the Land Army and although they would not have realised it at the time, working on the land could not have been better therapy as they sought to mend their bodies and minds. At 7am, six days a week, they would clamber on to trucks which would then drop them off where work needed to be done: cutting hedges, planting trees, cultivating crops, ploughing the fields, helping to bring in the harvest, even helping to cut the lawn for elderly people. Work finished at 4.30. They enjoyed normal army rations and fruit and vegetables often given to them by the people and farmers for whom they toiled.”
http://guardsmagazine.com/features/Winter2016/features_Winter16_05Unexpected.html

8/1946 – Hostel leader; O/Schf Wilhelm Kirchner (est B-). Majority of pows were young SS members and were regarded as a problem. It was recommended that the hostel leader be replaced as soon as possible. 2/1947 – still the same leader (graded B).

6/1947 – Hostel leader; Kurt Klimpe (B). [Spelling also Kumpel and Klimpel]. There was a discussion group and a theatre group at this hostel. 9/1947 – same leader; “young but successful.” The theatre group gave a concert in Henley to civilians. 10/1947 – same leader.

12/1947 – Hostel leader; R G Schmidt (B+). The theatre group continued, filling a hall in Henley with 400 local civilians and having to turn some away.

1/1948 – Hostel leader; Hartwig Kammerscheidt (B). There was a plan to convert this to a ‘civilianised’ hostel for foreign workers.

	
	1945
	8/1946 (1)
	2/1947
	6/1947
	7/1947
	9/1947
	10/1947
	12/1947
	1/1948

	Badgemore
	With C135
	160
	120
	135
	182
	163
	156
	111
	48




Beedon.  Previously with Lodge Farm camp 25.

“A Prisoner of War camp occupied a piece of ground at Stanmore, approximately 500 yards along the East Illsley road (Ball Pit Lane) on the right hand side.”
https://communityramblings.wordpress.com/2013/02/19/memories-of-beedon-extracts-from-homespun-the-beedon-book/

2/1947 – Hostel leader; Ofw Willi Henschel (B). 10/1947 – same leader.

1/1948 – Hostel leader; Gűnter Wiese (B)

	
	1945
	8/1946 (1)
	2/1947
	6/1947
	7/1947
	9/1947
	10/1947
	12/1947
	1/1948

	Beedon
	
	With C25
	57
	98
	52
	46
	44
	34
	20






Churn. C 12 miles from HQ. Remote. Churn Farm was at SU 513 836 – not confirmed as location.

8/1946 – Hostel leader; O/Fwl Mueller (est B+); “extremely keen and energetic in the work of re-education.” The hostel had been “temporarily evacuated” for unstated reasons, and the pows sent to HQ.

2/1947 – Hostel leader; Fw August Mutzberg (B-). 

7/1947 – same leader. Pows stationed at HQ for a fortnight.

9/1947 – Hostel leader; Horst Hering (B+). 10/1947 – same leader. Pows allowed to use Agricultural Committee bicycles to visit Newbury (7 miles away) where there were cinemas and a German Club.

12/1947 – same leader; “a young man, and thoroughly suitable.” Didcot Community Centre arranged table tennis matches with the pows. 1/1948 – same leader.

	
	1945
	8/1946 (1)
	2/1947
	6/1947
	7/1947
	9/1947
	10/1947
	12/1947
	1/1948

	Churn
	
	110
	78
	71
	65
	57
	54
	60
	32




Larkstoke. C 12 miles from HQ. Possibly ‘Larkstoke’ NGR SU 627 855.

8/1946 – Hostel leader; H/Fwl Lennecker (est B)

2/1947 – Hostel leader; Gefr Max Draxl (B), master electrician. Had been a member of the Nazi Party. “Knows his job, pleasant personality.” 9/1947 – same leader.

10/1947 – Hostel leader; Liebers (B). The hostel had local contacts at North Stoke, including socials and dances. 1/1948 – same leader.

Camp transferred to Harcourt Hill Camp 43 for a short time.

	
	1945
	8/1946 (1)
	2/1947
	6/1947
	7/1947
	9/1947
	10/1947
	12/1947
	1/1948

	Larkstoke
	
	120
	107
	125
	118
	97
	87
	63
	103




Pangbourne. C 3 miles from HQ

A hostel at Pangbourne was recorded at Mortimer Camp 88 in 1943, and at Stanbury camp 135 in 1945 – could be what became HQ or a smaller hostel.
 
8/1946 – Hostel leader; Fwl Frisch (est B-) since April. 2/1947 – same leader; tax inspector, had been a member of the Nazi Party. “Intelligent, conscientious, proud of his hostel.” Taught English classes. 

	
	1945
	8/1946 (1)
	2/1947
	6/1947
	7/1947
	9/1947
	10/1947
	12/1947
	1/1948

	Pangbourne
	With C135?
	70
	64
	
	
	
	
	
	




Satwell. C 15 miles from HQ. Satwell House, farm, etc., centred around SU 706 835.

8/1946 – Hostel leader; O/Fwl Barenfuss (est B)

2/1947 – Ofw Fritz Doerner (B+), elected to leader by comrades in 1947. Farmer, had been a member of the Nazi party. “Good solid type, not personally interested in re-education.” There was a choir that visited local churches.

	
	1945
	8/1946 (1)
	2/1947
	6/1947
	7/1947
	9/1947
	10/1947
	12/1947
	1/1948

	Satwell
	With C135
	70
	64
	
	
	
	
	
	




Upton Lodge. C 12 miles from HQ. Didcot. SU 513 863.

8/1946 – Hostel leader; Wm Lesemann (est B+); “extremely keen and energetic in the work of re-education.”

2/1947 – Hostel leader; Ofw Heinrich Linden (B).

6/1947 – Hostel leader; Ogefr Rabis (B-). 12/1947 – same leader.

	
	1945
	8/1946 (1)
	2/1947
	6/1947
	7/1947
	9/1947
	10/1947
	12/1947
	1/1948

	Upton Lodge
	With C135
	50
	46
	33
	35
	25
	22
	10
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