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	OS NGR
	Sheet
	No.
	Name & Location
	County
	Cond’n
	Type 1945
	Comments

	SE 257 377
	104
	244 / 245
	Butcher Hill, Horsforth, Leeds
	Yorkshire
	5
	German
Working Camp
	Precise location not identified, NGR
given for approx feature centre of Butcher Hill.



	Location: “The camp entrance is where the Co-operative store at the top of Butcher Hill is today” – thanks to Abbey Grange School: www.projectinspire.co.uk/butcher-hill-pow-camp.html  Butcher Hill/Spen Lane – NGR SE 261 374

I do not know why this camp was listed with two numbers in the EH report – archived reports only used 245.

Before the camp: Farmland.

Pow Camp: A large camp. Believed to have opened in 1944. Italian pows recorded.

16/17 March 1946 – Garman pows at HQ. A visiting lecturer had been warned of possible resistance from the pows, but he stated the HQ camp was much better than expected. Noted that it was not tented any more. Activities included a camp magazine with 2 issues so far, and an orchestra. Many pows received bad news from relatives in the Russian Zone.

Some pows complained that there had been a strike by British workers at a brick works and they had been used as strike breakers.

23 March 1946 – Camp magazine, number 3; Die Brucke : Wochenzeitung des P.o.W. - Camp 245 - The Wiener Holocaust Library. 12 pages published weekly. Contains news from other hostels incl. Weston Lane.
[bookmark: _Hlk192846461]
	Oversight and development of re-education activities and English teaching for German pows was carried out by PID (Political Intelligence Department of the Foreign Office) / COGA (Control Office for Germany and Austria – UK). Visits and reports were made. The standard of the reports varied greatly. The visitors took little interest, if any, in activities other than re-education. They rarely mentioned welfare, sports, games, pastimes, crafts, etc of the pows. If there were still Italian pows in hostels, they were usually ignored by PID.
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	Ordnance Survey 1956



1 & 2 April 1946 – Note from visiting lecturer, apart from HQ and Huddersfield; “The remaining hostels of 245 are still Italian.” By the end of April – no Italians were recorded.

18 April 1946 – PID Report. Strength; 0 officers, 1569 Other Ranks at HQ and 6 hostels.

Commandant:	Lt Col W E Thompson							Camp Leader:	H/Fw Heinz Mertens (B)
2nd i/c:		Major F E Learmouth							Deputy C/L:	-
Interpreter:	S/Sgt F J Brandon							German M.O.:	S/Arzt Alfred Mueller (B)

Major Learmouth was mentioned very positively in some of the lecturers’ reports. He spoke German and also acted as interpreter.

Camp Leader Mertens was making a favourable impression.

	Political screening:
	A+
	A
	B
	C
	C+
	Unscreened

	
	8
	323
	973
	239
	5
	21



This was a far higher number of A grade pows than most camps.

Many of the pows had been transferred from Otley (Weston Lane) Camp 164 which became a hostel for Butcher Hill. 160 pows, mainly young SS, had arrived from camps in Belgium where conditions had been appalling – they were, “in comparatively poor physical condition.” Another batch of 160 would arrive in the next few days.

Morale was recorded as good. The padre reported that communism was developing in some hostels; this was sometimes due to pows expecting to return to the Russian zone. Although liaison with the hostels was recorded as good, there were transport difficulties.

A ‘youth’ (under 25) group had been started and looked to be doing very well.

The standard list of re-education activities was given:

Wochenpost and Ausblick – 300 / ? copies received and “good use made.”

Newspapers – A small number of British papers received.

Library – well stocked and in good use.

Lectures – regular and well received.

Discussion groups – only discussed camp domestic issues.

Wireless – All sites had a set.

Films – not mentioned.

Camp magazine – 100 copies. There was a shortage of paper.

English instruction – classes for beginners and advanced, no numbers recorded.

Other camp activities –

Religion – “Well catered for… in spite of wide area covered.”

Education – Classes for maths, natural science, organic chemistry and physics.

Entertainment – A choir and orchestra were starting. 

[bookmark: _Hlk183611426]1946 – Additional intake of many pows from camps in the USA. Most had very low morale as they had been misinformed in the US that they were being repatriated. Instead, they found themselves in working camps in the UK.

31 April – 3 May 1946 – Re-education and interview selected pows for repatriation. Strength; 5 officers, 1822 OR.

There was no explanation why 5 officers were present.

Commandant Thompson was recorded as not co-operative. Commandants were not required to promote re-education, which was developed by the Foreign Office – the camps were under the control of the War Office. The purpose of the camps was to hold pows and to set them to work when possible. Many Commandants preferred to concern themselves with welfare and other activities rather than re-education – though some did not do that either. If the camp was working and kept under control that was sufficient as far as many Commandants (and the War Office) were concerned.

A different opinion of Interpreter Officer, Major Learmouth was expressed; “He has his own preconceived ideas about re-education and these are not in harmony with those of PID.”
 Re-education activities that the PID visitors did approve of were being led by S/Sgt Brandon; “a capable organiser. Fortunately, he is liked and entirely relied upon by the Commandant who gives him a free hand.”

Camp leader Mertens; “One of the oldest inhabitants at the camp, has the respect of all.” Aged 33, no Nazi Party record, organised sports and entertainments.

A Deputy C/L was listed; Fw Oste (A)

	Political screening:
	A
	A-
	B+
	B
	B-
	C
	C+
	C+

	
	41
	1
	9
	63
	8
	350
	1
	1354



Morale was recorded as ‘very high.’ 52 sick pows had been repatriated in March. Post was being received more regularly. Communist activity was no longer noticed.

50% of the pows were ‘youth’ (under 25). They were not regarded as a problem and youth activities were seen as successful.

Changes to activities –

Wochenpost and Ausblick – Wochenpost had been reduced to 85 copies which was considered insufficient. 0 Ausblick received.

Newspapers – a wide range of British papers and journals received. No mention of German or Swiss papers.

Films – supplied by YMCA.

Wireless – sets were not very good and there was often interference. It was suggested that loudspeakers be bought.

Camp magazine – excellent.

Religion – RC padre, Dr Biedermann; c40% were RC and attended services at the “well-cared” camp church. Protestant padre; Pfarrer Klingelhoeffer was based at Huddersfield hostel but also visited other sites to hold services.

Entertainment – There was a 5 man band at HQ playing light and classical music. Music scores requested. A choir was formed by Hans Eisermann, who wrote a mass that was sung to great praise at St Mary’s Catholic Church in Horsforth.

No results were given for the interviews carried out – these were normally conducted for pows volunteering for work in areas identified as being in need in Germany, e.g. forestry and coal mining.

22 August to 4 September 1946 – Report by members of the Segregation Section of PID (mainly for political screening). Strength 1552. 

Another reversal of comments regarding Major Learmouth; “I cannot speak too highly of the cooperation and assistance rendered by this officer…” The high praise went on relating to his work at interpreter, and in developing education, re-education and entertainment. Comments by visiting lecturers were also positive.

German M.O. Műller, aged 37. Had been a member of the SA (as a Rottenfűhrer – squad leader), but “politically not a dangerous type. Very reliable and trustworthy as a Doctor.” 

	Political screening: 
	A+
	A
	A-
	B+
	B
	B-
	C
	C+
	Not known

	
	1
	67
	-
	209
	664
	274
	256
	16
	8



Morale was very mixed. Negative influences were reported to be pows from Belgium, young Waffen SS, and disrupted postal services. 

Religion – For Protestants; OGefr Fritz Steiner (A), a lay preacher. 

8-11 February 1947 – Survey of re-education / Progress report. Strength; 4 officers, 1063 Other Ranks.

Commandant:	Major R A F E Learmouth						Camp Leader:	Stfw F Hildebrandt
Interpreter:	None									Deputy C/L:	None
											German M.O.:	S/Arzt Dr Alfred Mueller (B)
The listed Commandant had been 2 i/c – it appears to have been only a temporary appointment. 

The Camp Leader was not actively involved in re-education  activities, but was considered to be “a good influence.”

169 pows were appealing against their political grades, (the better the grade, the sooner repatriated, in theory). 140 pows repatriated to date.

Morale was “not very good.” A special report had been issued on 9 December about issues arising in the camp – unfortunately this is not in the National Archive file. There was a passing mention of “tension” between the British staff.

Changes to activities –

Newspapers – only 13 German papers had been sent by PID since the start of the year.

Lectures – No lectures since mid December. A request was made that these be restarted.

Discussion groups – were considered to be successful at HQ. It was hoped groups would start in the hostels.

Films – supplied by YMCA, costing 3d per pow. Gaumont British had supplied films but were stopped as they were considered to be too expensive at 6d per pow and an additional charge of £10 per film to be paid for from the Welfare Fund.

Press reviews – a daily news-sheet with selected news articles was posted on boards.

Information Room – Held exhibitions of text and pictures on a theme; currently ‘The British Parliament.’ It attracted a good deal of interest and was circulated to the hostels.

Religion – Weekly RC services and meetings led by San Uffz Biedermann, and 30% attending local RC church. A Protestant padre, Ehlenbeck, from Camp 247 visited monthly. A lay preacher, Teucher, held another service and Bible classes fortnightly. There was some “unrest” amongst the protestant pows as a Mormon lay preacher, Hermann Meesner, seemed to have created a split, and there was a problem getting a replacement camp padre. 

Education – Small classes were held at different sites for shorthand, maths, history, accounting, German and French. Some pows wanted to learn Russian, but teachers were not available.

Entertainment – The first performance by the theatre group was given at New Year, it also visited the hostels. There was an 8 man orchestra.

17/20 June 1947 – Re-educational Survey. Strength; 4 officers, 1422 OR.

Commandant:	Lt Col Lynn-Allen							Camp Leader:	Stfw Fritz Hildebrandt (B)
Interpreter:	Major Learmouth							Deputy C/L:	Uffz Heinz Kastner (B)
											German M.O.:	S/Arzt Dr Alfred Mueller (B)

The new Commandant started in April. He had little interest in re-education. He tightened discipline within the camp which was initially not liked, however it was stated that; “the fair treatment and great interest taken by him have now made him very popular with the Ps/W.”

165 pows were appealing against their political grades (did not state if these were new appeals or still outstanding). 279 repatriated to date.

Morale was recorded as ‘fair.’ Political and family news from Germany often had a depressing effect. Greater freedoms to leave camp and less restrictions on fraternisation had a positive effect. The tensions amongst British staff (for unspecified reasons) was still evident.

Some activities were affected by transport difficulties, (e.g. difficult for padres to visit hostels). Changes to activities – 

Newspapers – had slightly improved with 5-8 German papers being supplied weekly.

Library – 2679 books.

Lectures – once again regular and with “generally good” attendance, depending on the weather with many pows preferring to walk out, and on the subject matter.

Discussion group – less interest as many pows preferred to leave camp in their free time.
Religion – A new protestant chaplain, Uffz Walter Fruechtnicht – 5 Mormons and 12 Christian Science pows kept apart.  

Education – Apart from English lessons, just small classes for shorthand and book-keeping.

Entertainment – The orchestra, theatre group and choir were of a high standard. They also gave concerts to civilians, and the choir sang at many churches. The football team played against British teams.

2-5 September 1947 – Survey of Re-education. Strength; 4 officers, 1209 OR.

Commandant:	Lt Col Cronin								Camp Leader:	Stfw Fritz Hildebrandt 
Interpreter:	Major Learmouth							Deputy C/L:	Uffz Heinz Kastner 
											German M.O.:	St/Arzt Gerhard Klein
The new Commandant was interested in re-education.

Major Learmouth was due to be demobbed. It was stated that this would ease some of the tensions between British officers.

397 pows repatriated to date. 

Morale had improved and was recorded as “good” at HQ. The main reasons were put down to increasing outside contacts and the good influence of the new Commandant – the expectation of increased repatriations would have been the principal reason. Morale at the hostels was not good as there had been frequent transfers which broke up friendships and links with the local communities.

Youth pows – the majority showed “little interest in mental activity; they prefer making the acquaintance of the local girls, which presents no problem in this area.”

Changes to activities –

Lectures – attendance had fallen to 10-15%. This was largely due to timing, lectures were often held during the weekends when pows preferred to walk out in their free time.

Discussion groups – ended.

Press reviews – had stopped being issued daily and became part of the camp magazine.

Information room – no exhibitions had been sent for 2 months.

Religion – the disputes amongst protestants had “quietened down.”

Education – Classes for accountancy, shorthand and a new class for Russian.

Entertainment – the theatre group was closing down due to repatriations. The orchestra continued.

Outside contacts – apart from informal contacts, the following had been organised:

TocH meetings and social evenings at Leeds and Huddersfield.

Society of Friends – visits to Club House every Wednesday. A garden party was held.

Leeds University – visit to the library.

29 December – 1 January 1948 – Survey of Re-education. Strength; 4 officers, 817 OR.

Commandant:	Major F S Eaton (TD)							Camp Leader:	Stfw Fritz Hildebrandt 
Interpreter:	S/Sgt K Taussig								Deputy C/L:	Uffz Heinz Kastner 
											German M.O.:	St/Arzt Gerhard Klein

Another new Commandant – and he expected to leave within a few days. He had been a pow for 5 years in Germany and stated that; “he knew the embarrassment and moral stress created for the PW through continuous surveillance. He therefore left the G Ps/W entirely to themselves.” It would seem from this that he showed no interest in them at all, and the visitor’s comment to this was; “this action did not in all cases have the desired beneficial effect.”
The Camp Leader had been given too much responsibility by the Commandant and took little interest in the “ordinary, working PW” – he did not visit the hostels. The consequence of neglect by the Commandant and Leader led to a “highly privileged” permanent staff at HQ. The PID visitor recommended the leader be removed immediately.  

Morale was good. 566 pows repatriated to date. The visitor believed that political progress had definitely been made by most. Antisemitism was only held by a minority. 50 German-Jewish refugee families in Leeds regularly invited pows to their homes. Antagonism towards the UK for post-war actions in Germany had died down. No traces of communism were found. 

30% of the pows at HQ were ‘youth’ and the figure was higher at Huddersfield. Some had attended the special youth training camp, but had found it disappointing.  “Furthermore nearly all the young men are provided with one or more girl friends, whom they do not wish to leave. Girls seem to be the centre of their interests and they concern themselves with little else. There are many applications to marry and about 15 marriages have already taken place.”

Outside contacts – Informal links were exceptionally good. Leeds and Huddersfield were hospitable to pows. Over 350 pows were invited to stay overnight with families at Christmas and many more were invited for meals – there were more invitations than pows.

Most activities were closing down as pows were repatriated and their preference for leaving the camp in free time.

Entertainments – There was only a band at HQ. Concerts, theatres, cinemas and dance halls could be visited outside of camp. 

There was also an excellent range of formal contacts –

Religious bodies took a great interest – The Society of Friends, as always, were active in organising many events.

WEA courses and lectures. Links with the University, including tickets for concerts given by students.

Visits to the Assize and County Courts, the Yorkshire Post.

A conference in Leeds about Germany was attended by many pows.

2 members of the Halle Orchestra visited Huddersfield camp to give a concert.

Early 1948 – became a hostel to Sandbeds Camp 53. April 1948 – 63 pows; hostel leader was still S/Fw Fritz Hildebrandt.


Known Camp Commandants:
1946 Lieutenant Colonel W E Thompson
? 1947 Major R A F E Learmouth
1947 Lt Col Lynn-Allen
1947 Lt Col Cronin
1947/8 Major F S Eaton (TD)
 
After the camp: Residential area / shop.

Further Information:
National Archives FO 1120/235 – Re-educational survey visit reports for camps 240 to 246. Dated 1 Jan 1946 – 31 Dec 1948. Used above.
National Archives FO 939/313 – 245 Working Camp, Butcher Hill Camp, Leeds, Yorkshire. Dated 1946-1948. Used above.







POW NUMBERS
	
	Open
	
	
	With other camps
	
	
	Unknown
	
	
	Not open



	
	
	4/1946
	5/1946
	8/1946
	2/1947
	6/1947
	9/1947
	1/1948
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk209279711]Butcher Hill HQ
	
	507
	500
	428
	376
	306
	288
	178
	With C53

	Horsforth
	
	121
	123
	125
	154
	111
	178
	4
	

	Otley, Weston Lane
	Was C164
	187
	188
	192
	92
	With C60
	
	

	Pannal Hall
	
	110
	110
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Harlow Grange
	
	110
	110
	
	
	With C178
	
	
	

	Starbeck
	
	98
	48
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Westfield
	
	
	260
	269
	171
	87
	?
	5
	

	Otley Hospital
	
	
	54
	50
	
	See below

	Methley Hall
	
	
	With C53
	167
	89
	138
	116
	4
	

	Pinfold Lane
	
	
	With C53
	53
	26
	
	
	
	

	Post Hill
	Camp 91
	84
	159
	153
	
	
	

	Tingley
	
	With C91
	19
	
	
	
	
	

	Ferncliffe
	
	
	
	93
	
	
	
	
	

	Huddersfield Satellite
	With C60
	436
	434
	With C60
	329
	342
	351
	With C53

	* Cliffe
	With Huddersfield
Satellite
	
	
	With C91
	With C60
	61
	79
	44
	

	* Shelf
	
	
	
	With C91
	With C53 / 60
	128
	95
	153
	With C53

	* Otley Hospital
	
	
	
	See above
	
	37
	35
	27
	

	Billets
	
	?
	?
	72
	?
	76
	80
	55
	-

	TOTALS
	
	1569
	1827
	1552*
	1067
	1426
	1213
	821
	-



* including 42 detached to Camp 121.



Hostels

Cliffe (Hill)

6/1947 – Listed as being administered by Huddersfield Satellite Camp. Leader; Fw Hans Wervie (B). 1/1948 – same leader.

	
	
	4/1946
	5/1946
	8/1946
	2/1947
	6/1947
	9/1947
	1/1948
	

	Cliffe
	
	
	With C91
	With C60
	61
	79
	44
	




Ferncliffe

8/1946 – Hostel leader; Fw Helmut Jahr (B+). “Ferncliffe functions to some extent as a transit hostel which makes things rather difficult… There is also a group of young SS men in the hostel always ready to ridicule his efforts.”

	
	
	4/1946
	5/1946
	8/1946
	2/1947
	6/1947
	9/1947
	1/1948
	

	Ferncliffe
	
	
	
	93
	
	
	
	
	



Harlow Grange. SE 284 539.

June 1947 – listed with Ure Bank Camp 178.

	
	
	4/1946
	5/1946
	8/1946
	2/1947
	6/1947
	9/1947
	1/1948
	

	Harlow Grange
	
	110
	110
	
	
	With C178
	
	
	




[image: ]
Horsforth. (Newlaithes Hall).

Used by British troops up to 1945.

8/1946 – Hostel leader; Fw Otto Oste (A), aged 36, mechanic. No Nazi Party record. “He is doing valuable re-education work and has great influence in the hostel.” He had some trouble with the RC Priest, claiming his sermons were too political.

2/1947 – Hostel leader; Ofw K Nitschke. 

9/1947 – same leader.

The Hall has been demolished.


	
	
	4/1946
	5/1946
	8/1946
	2/1947
	6/1947
	9/1947
	1/1948
	

	Horsforth
	
	121
	123
	125
	154
	111
	178
	4
	





Huddersfield. Sometimes listed as a satellite camp, at other times a hostel. NGR SE 149 131.

Previously administered by Overdale Camp 60.

1 & 2 April 1946 – Notes from a visiting lecturer’s report. “There are cheeky young Nazis in Huddersfield… and I discovered Swastika and Heil Hitler inscriptions outside camp.”

4/1946 – Listed as a hostel.

5/1946 – Active theatre group with excellent stage and props. £82 paid by pows to purchase instruments.  

Time attached to Camp 60 again.

6/1947 – Satellite camp administering 3 hostels – Cliffe, Shelf and Otley Hospital. Camp leader; Fw Erich Abel. 

A separate leader listed at Huddersfield CRS (Camp Reception Station - The Medical Centre); St Arzt Erhard Michels (B+)

9/1947 – Officer in charge; Captain Pisarski. Same Camp Leader and CRS leader.

1/1948 – Same leader at Satellite camp and CRS.

Early 1948 – Administration transferred to Sandbeds Camp 53 as a hostel. April 1948 – 161 pows, hostel leader was still Erich Abel.

	
	
	4/1946
	5/1946
	8/1946
	2/1947
	6/1947
	9/1947
	1/1948
	

	Huddersfield Satellite
	With C60
	436
	434
	With C60
	329
	342
	351
	With C53







Methley Hall. At the bottom of Park Lane on the right hand side near to the gatehouse to the farm – near to the lodge. NGR SE 379 260.

8/1946 – Hostel leader; Fw Hermann Sachse [or Sachese] (B), weaver. “Not a strong enough personality to cope with the rebellious spirit of a large percentage in this hostel of P/W from America.” 2/1947 – same leader.

6/1947 – Hostel leader; OStrm Kurt Weigel (B). 9/1947 – same leader.

	
	
	4/1946
	5/1946
	8/1946
	2/1947
	6/1947
	9/1947
	1/1948
	

	Methley Hall
	
	
	With C53
	167
	89
	138
	116
	4
	




Otley (previously Weston Lane Camp 164).

5/1946 – Lecturer commented that the site was very attractive.

8/1946 – No electric supply – oil lamps for lighting, no cinema and 1 battery operated wireless.

Hostel leader; Ofw Norbert Witte (B+), farmer. “Is not a strong enough personality to handle the fractious American P/W element in this hostel.” It was recommended he be replaced.

There was a large group of ex-US pows who “scoffed at re-education” and only seemed to be interested in sport. They had brought sports equipment with them from the US.

1947 winter – a report stated that many of the pows were not happy at doing snow clearing. They were handed shovels before they boarded the train taking them to the track section closed by snow. On the first day, over half the pows threw the shovels out of the train window – after that the shovels were carried in the guards’ wagon. (Detail from ‘Children in the Second World War’ by Amanda Herbert-Davies, 2017, Grub Street Publishers).

2/1947 – Hostel leader; Fw B Uhlrich

April 1947 - transferred as a hostel to Overdale Camp 60.

	
	
	4/1946
	5/1946
	8/1946
	2/1947
	6/1947
	9/1947
	1/1948
	

	Weston Lane, Otley
	Was C164
	187
	188
	192
	92
	With C60
	
	




Otley County General Hospital

Starts off listed with Butcher Hill - gap in records – then listed as a hostel for Huddersfield satellite – finally with Sandbeds Camp 53. The figures given did not indicate how many pows were staff or patients.

6/1947 – Leader; St Arzt Kurt Lux (B-). 1/1948 – same leader.

9 February 1948 – Report on 2 lectures given by Dr Eckhardt about Resettlement in Germany to main camp 53 and ‘Hospital Otley.’ (filed under Camp 53 file FO 939/302).  

	
	
	4/1946
	5/1946
	8/1946
	2/1947
	6/1947
	9/1947
	1/1948
	

	Otley Hospital
	
	
	54
	50
	
	See below

	Otley Hospital
	With Hudersfield
	
	
	See above
	
	37
	35
	27
	With C53




Pannal Lane. (Hall). SE 305 516

	
	
	4/1946
	5/1946
	8/1946
	2/1947
	6/1947
	9/1947
	1/1948
	

	Pannal Hall
	
	110
	110
	
	
	
	
	
	




[image: ]Pinfold Lane (Methley). Possible site at SE 401 276 – NOT confirmed. 

2/1947 – Hostel leader; O/Steuerm K Wiegel
	
	
	4/1946
	5/1946
	8/1946
	2/1947
	6/1947
	9/1947
	1/1948
	

	Pinfold Lane
	
	
	With C53
	53
	26
	
	
	
	







Post Hill. Previously independent Camp 91

8/1946 – Hostel leader; Uffz Hans Puhl (B), 24, journalist. Spoke and read English and French. Had been a member of the Hitler Youth, but not very interested in politics.

2/1947 – same leader. Most pows worked in local factories.

6/1947 – Hostel leader; Uffz Reinhardt Schuhmann (B)

	
	
	4/1946
	5/1946
	8/1946
	2/1947
	6/1947
	9/1947
	1/1948
	

	Post Hill
	Camp 91
	84
	159
	153
	
	
	




Shelf (Hall). SE 122 281.

6/1947 – Listed as being administered by Huddersfield Satellite Camp. Leader; Fw Otto Vaeth (B). 1/1948 – same leader.

	
	
	4/1946
	5/1946
	8/1946
	2/1947
	6/1947
	9/1947
	1/1948
	

	Shelf
	
	
	With C91
	With C53 / 60
	128
	95
	153
	With C53




Starbeck. District of Harrogate. Possible site at SE 332 564.

“In the autumn of 1946, just along the road at Starbeck, two Knaresborough families comprising three adults and ten children moved into two of the Nissen huts on the high street which had been vacated the previous week by German POWs, highlighting the chronic housing shortage at the time. Although the huts were supplied with water, there was no heating or power supplies and the families were getting by on cold food. Both families had been given notice to quit their previous accommodation in Knaresborough and seem to have stayed in the huts for a few months.” Original details in The Harrogate Advertiser 28 September 1946. https://scriven.wdfiles.com/

	
	
	4/1946
	5/1946
	8/1946
	2/1947
	6/1947
	9/1947
	1/1948
	

	Starbeck
	
	98
	48
	
	
	
	
	
	




Tingley Hall, Leeds. A building, rather than huts. SE 280 261. Previously with Camp 53.

8/1946 – Hostel leader; Uffz Johann Duismann (C), bank clerk. Member of the SA (Scarfűhrer). “A good old Nazi anxious to be a good boy now.” Able to teach English. Recommended that he be replaced if the hostel remained open. The hostel had 9 C grade pows and 1 C+ who was a suspected war criminal.

	
	
	4/1946
	5/1946
	8/1946
	2/1947
	6/1947
	9/1947
	1/1948
	

	Tingley
	
	With C91
	19
	
	
	
	
	




Westfield Lane (Farm) (Westfield Lane, Shipley SE 170 377 – location NOT confirmed.).

5/1946 – A lecturer reported that the place looked very unpleasant, more like railway sidings.

8/1946 – Hostel leader; San.Ofw Kurt Huebner (A), aged 43, a merchant. Medical orderly during the war, no Nazi Party record. “Good disciplinarian, keeps hostel very clean, but other wise not too popular with his men owing to a tendency to curry favour with the British.”

The visitor commented on the arrogant and aggressive manner of many at this hostel. He gave an example of one pow, Ogefr Hans Chomse (C+), who “claims the right to be treated as a military prisoner and not as a political criminal.”

2/1947 – Hostel leader; Hwm F Wolter (B). 6/1947 – same leader.

	
	
	4/1946
	5/1946
	8/1946
	2/1947
	6/1947
	9/1947
	1/1948
	

	Westfield
	
	
	260
	269
	171
	87
	?
	5
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