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	OS NGR
	Sheet
	No.
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	Cond’n
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	Comments

	SC 38 75
	95
	171
	Isle of Man Camp, Mereside Empire Terrace, Douglas
	Isle of Man
	5
	Base Camp
	



	Location: ‘Mereside’ is a hotel / guest house located at 1, Empire Terrace NGR SC 384 767 (X). Empire Terrace joins on to Palace Road. The Hutchinson Square Camp was NGR SC 381 767 (Z).

Before the camp: Mereside was used as headquarters / mail address for an internment camp.

Pow Camp: From the very limited information found, the camp was only operating for about 9 months. The Mereside address would appear to be the office / mail address used for several pow sites, and in particular the ex-internment site at Hutchinson Square.

Information from Wikipedia: “After Hutchinson Camp closed as an internment camp in March 1944, it was then prepared to house prisoners of war. Preparation took a long time because the original furnishings of the houses were no longer to be used, but new furniture was to be created for the purpose, with the original furniture being moved out into storage. In addition to this, the barbed wire fencing was strengthened, watch towers were erected and the guard increased. 

On 22 November 1944, around 5,000 German prisoners of war arrived on the island, many of whom were allocated to Hutchinson Camp. This was the first batch of many more for the camps on the Island, now collectively known as 171 POW Camp. 

The prisoners had vacated the camp again by 4 August 1945. By 24 November, the tenants and owners of the houses in Hutchinson, Onchan and Mooragh camps had received notice that their property had been de-requisitioned and they were free to move back in.” 
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	Ordnance Survey 



Italian pows recorded here in a modern list from end 1944 to early 1945 as above.

The Commandant was recorded as Major H O Daniel. There is a Wikipedia article about Hutchinson when it was an internment camp – and he receives a good deal of praise. He went on to be Commandant at Bugay Camp 171, where a different story is unfortunately told.

After the camp: 2019 Mereside is a guest house.

Further Information:
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