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	121
	156
	Heath Camp, Pottergate Plantation, Wellingore
	Lincolnshire
	3
	German Working Camp
	Former dispersed RAF camp



	Location: About 1.5 km S of Wellingore

Before the camp: RAF camp opened 1917 as Wellingore Heath, then closed. Re-opened in 1935 and expanded to a full airfield during the winter of 1939/40. The RAF Camp closed in 1945.

Pow Camp: Reports that German and Ukrainian pows held here. 

Spring/Summer 1945 – listed as opened for German pows with capacity of 940. (Progress report 152 – FO 939/383).

The camp is not listed as one of the main holding camps for Ukrainians when their status changed from pows in 1948. However, a couple of people searching for relatives have mentioned that Ukrainian pows here were first held at the camp in Rimini. This most likely means they were from the Waffen-SS Division Galizien which had been charged with war crimes.

Wellingore Hall was used as a mess for the RAF camp. It is reported that it was then used as an interrogation centre for pows – not confirmed. Also stated to be used as administration centre for The Heath camp.

There was a camp magazine which changed its name several times – Heiderundschau (issued weekly, 1945); Die Fackel Wochenzeitung (The Weekly Torch, 1946), and Die Umschau from November 1947 to March 1948, issued monthly.
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	Ordnance Survey 1956


17 March 1946 – Camp Magazine No.22; Heide Rundschau : Wochenzeitung des Lagers 156 - The Wiener Holocaust Library

14 November 1947 - Camp number included in an ‘Urgent Memorandum’ (FO 939/270) regarding inspection of food parcels.

April 1948 – Wellingore Hall listed as a hostel administered by Moorby Camp 79 with just 69 pows.

Hostel reported at Skellingthorpe (also recorded as a hostel for Moorby camp 79)

Known Camp Commandants;
1947 Lieutenant Colonel A A Johnson (Suffolk Regiment?)

After the camp: The camp reverted back to farmland in the 1950’s. Wellingore Hall is a business centre and apartments.

Further Information:

The Imperial War Museum has a copy of the magazine dated May 1947. Ref LBY E.J. 352
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