[bookmark: c784thorn]Camp 183 – Saltby Aerodrome Camp, Leicestershire

	Location: NW of the Saltby airfield. NGR SK 8584 2740, and possibly other huts around the area.

Before the camp: RAF huts / storage.

Pow Camp: The number 183 had previously been used by Quorn Camp which closed mid 1946 and then re-opened as Quorn Camp 9.

“After the war, Saltby Airfield was used to house prisoners of war,” recollected Angela Klawitter. “The Leicestershire Agricultural executive committee later took on the accommodation to house remaining prisoners who worked on the land before being discharged or sent home. My father was a German POW and worked there as cook in 1948.” https://www.travelintime.uk/2022/02/10/saltby/

It would seem the camp was independently administered for just a short while as it was listed as a satellite camp for Langar Camp 262 and then, from 13 September 1947 it was administered by Allington Camp 51. 

Allington is recorded as holding Ukrainian pows in 1947, they were some of the members of the Waffen-SS Division Galizien. Memories record that Saltby also held Ukrainians –

“For anyone interested in the Ukrainian Memorial in Saltby I visited there again recently and spoke to my father about it as he remembers the Ukrainians being there…

…During the war Italian PoW were held at Saltby, these were then replaced by German PoW and at some point Ukrainian PoW were concentrated there. Now some of you will know that the Soviets/Stalin treated the 
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	Ukrainians appallingly in the 1930's with mass starvation and imprisonment being imposed on very large numbers (in the millions), so when the Germans invaded they were seen as liberators from the Russians by many for a while. Some Ukrainians joined the German forces and fought for them against the Russians. It would be these men that ended up in the Saltby PoW camp at the airfield, and also these men the Ukrainian memorial was built by and for……I recall seeing the memorial when it was already dilapidated now it is gone completely… https://www.28dayslater.co.uk/threads/raf-saltby-leicestershire-february-2019.116676/

There is no record of Italian pows at this camp in the main lists, however, Italian pows often worked with the Pioneer Corps when sites were adapted for pow use.

< POW postcard dated 1946, written in Norwegian, to Norway. It does not prove there were Norwegians held here, as It may have been a German who could write Norwegian.

Details below are from FO 939/133 51 Working Camp, Allington Camp, Grantham, Lincolnshire. Dated 1945-1948.

13 September 1947 – Saltby became a satellite camp for Allington Camp 51.

16 September 1947 - There were 509 pows at Saltby Satellite camp. There were three pow teachers of English.



1 October 1947 - 500 pows. Camp leader – name spelling? ‘Kalina’ (B+) and then in the same report Uffz ‘Kauna’ H – “An energetic and intelligent man, he is proud of his camp and takes an interest in all matters affecting it.” … “Considerable interest and ability is shown in art and handicrafts at Saltby Satellite Camp.” There was also a small orchestra of 8 men.

5 November 1947 – 336 pows.

It looks like the site closed before March 1948 as it is not listed in a report for that date.

After the camp: Believed to have accommodated European Voluntary Workers for a while.

Further Information:
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